
A journey that becomes experience
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 Always to me beloved was this lonely hillside

and the hedgerow creeping over and always hiding

the distances, the horizon’s furthest reaches.

But as I sit and gaze, there is an endless

space still beyond, there is a more than mortal

silence spread out to the last depth of peace,

which in my thought I shape until my heart

scarcely can hide a fear. And as the wind

comes through the copses sighing to my ears,

I must compare: remembering the seasons,

quiet in dead eternity, and the present,

living and sounding still. And into this

immensity my thought sinks ever drowning,

and it is sweet to shipwreck in such a sea.

Translation by Henry Reed, 1950
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From the sea to the hinterland, to Sibillini 
Mountains, passing by the rolling hills of Marche 
Region and their beautiful landscapes: the 
purpose of this guide is telling you about the 
territory and the incredible landscaped, natural, 
architectonics, historical and cultural pearls 
which include towns and villages of the Marca 
Maceratese.

It is a journey which brings you to discover 55 
Municipalities that give you back the picture of 

is a path that goes through areas that, even very 
different between each other, share - and protect 

eyes of the observers.

So, what you are going to read it is a useful tool 
used to discover numerous jewels that Marca 

goes from the beaches to the high peaks of the 
“Blue Mountains” that Giacomo Leopardi used 
to love. It leads to lots of different places that, 
each of them with their own peculiarities, can 
meet the different demands of every traveler.

Welcome to MaMa!

Have a good journey!

In 2016 Marche were hit by the earthquake and some sites of historical 

and cultural interest were damaged. The sites that at the moment are still 

not accessible have been indicated; anyway, we suggest you to contact 

visit them.
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How to reach MaMa

Autostrada A14, exit Civitanova Marche-Macerata, and then take the Strada Statale 77 
Val di Chienti (Civitanova Marche - Foligno)
Autostrada A14, exit Loreto-Porto Recanati.

Autostrada A1, exit Val di Chiana Enter the junction Perugia - A1 Continue on SP75 
(Perugia - Assisi - Foligno). Enter SS3 Flaminia, and continue until the junction for SS77 
(Foligno - Civitanova Marche).

Motorway A1, exit Orte Enter E45 (Orte - Ravenna), follow the direction Terni SS3 
Flaminia, until you reach the junction for SS77 (Foligno - Civitanova Marche)

BY CAR
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FS National Train to Civitanova Marche. For inland areas, continue along the Civitano-
va Marche - Fabriano local train or by Trenitalia bus.

FS National Train to Fabriano Continue towards the provincial area of Macerata by 
train on the local Civitanova Marche - Fabriano or bus line.

 BY    TRAIN

BY BOAT

http://aeroportomarche.regione.marche.it/

Autostrada A14, exit Civitanova Marche - Macerata Take Strada Statale 77 Val di Chienti 
(Civitanova Marche - Foligno)

 Line J (Falconara - Ancona) ConeroBus
Farabollini Lines (Ancona - Macerata section)

At Castelferretti station take the train to Ancona, from here take the the train to Civitano-
va Marche. For inland areas, continue along the Civitanova Marche - Fabriano local line 
or by bus.

BY PLANE

Rome-Marche Autolinee www.romamarchelinee.it 

Autolinee ATA

Autolinee Ruocco www.viaggiruocco.it

BY BUS

Contram Services s.p.a. https://www.contram.it/
Steat s.p.a. https://www.steat.it/

REGIONAL BUSES
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Short but fascinating, this is the part of the coast that overlooks the Adriatic sea. A sea full of history and 
passion, characterized by suggestive villages, architectural and natural beauties, ancient traditions. The 
coast can be cycled, in an itinerary that from Porto Recanati brings you to Civitanova Marche, passing 

The Marca Maceratese territory is a widespread museum, a network of art towns and historical villages among 

artists, theaters, libraries, museums. Testimony of its artistic vocation is  of Giacomo Leopardi, 
greatest expression of the genius of Marche and of a millennial culture internalized by those who live in 
this area.

Mountains cheeses, from cured meat to the olive oil, from pasta to honey. To be discovered is also the 
local handicraft and the renowned footwear and clothing outlets.

also monasteries, abbeys and convents. In some cases, they still open their doors to hosts and visitors as pilgrims 
and wayfarers used to do a long time ago.

67,7% of the provincial territory is characterized by hills: 9 are the contemplated locations among the most 

numbers, which includes inside its territory a rich heritage of stunning historical and wonderfully conserved 
centers, castles, fortresses, towers, beautiful natural views.

The natural heritage of Marca Maceratese is composed by the impressive chain of Sibillini Mountains, a 
national park, natural reserves, educational environmental centers, lakes, ravines, hiking trails and paths. 
It is, therefore, the ideal destination for an open air day that, beside the physical well-being, gives you 
the opportunity to discover a wonderful location.

Thematic areas
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Services legend

Pro Loco,
Tourist information 

Country House

Bikes

Bus/Line bus

Hotel

Sport facilities

Railway station
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Museum

Bed&Breakfast

Shopping

Theatre Church

RestaurantCamping

Kids area Disco

Bank

Library

Park/Walking

Hospital/
Emergency Medical

Care

Stables
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Discover MaMa web portal
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Apiro

A JEWEL IN THE VALLEY BETWEEN
MOUNT SAN VICINO AND CASTRECCIONI LAKE

Apiro stands on a hilltop between Mount 
San Vicino and Castreccioni Lake. Visitors 
have the pleasure to witness a breath-ta-
king panoramic view, framed by the Sibillini 
Mountains and the Verdicchio hills (around 
the city of Cingoli), lying between Esino and 
Musone river valleys.
The 12th century walls surrounding the old 
town centre are still well preserved, with 

-

 (Chiesa di Santa 
Felicita) still preserves in its narrow portal 
the inscription “1256”, a date which histo-
rians agree marks the year the portal was 
erected. -

 (Chiesa dei Cappuccini), built in 
1546, hides an inner brick-paved courtyard, 
which encloses the cloister and the well, 
and leads to the Historical Archives of St. 
Sebastian (Archivio storico San Sebastiano), 
boasting a prestigious collection of highly 
valuable pieces dated between 1213 and 
1900.  
(Chiesa della Madonna della Misericordia) 
was built in the 14th century around a fre-
scoed wall,  called “Figura”, attributed to 
Ottaviani Nelli di Martino from Gubbio 
(1375-1444).

May a vampire bite you, you are from Apiro too!

 (Colle-
-

by Angelo Scoccianti di Andrea, known as 

-
ch includes a series of historically-relevant 
pieces, is also displayed in the Church, to-
gether with a Callido organ from 1771 and 
wood carvings by Andrea Scoccianti, known 
as Raffaello delle Fogliarelle (1640-1700).

Moreover, we have the 
 (Monastero di Santa 

Maria Maddalena), which was used until re-

tiny monastery-style church of 
(chiesetta di Santo Stefano) is dated around 

 (Chiesa di San Michele Arcange-
lo) is characterised by its “catacombs alley”.

The church of St. Salvatore (Chiesa di San 
Salvatore) is erected on a scenic hillock in 
the southern part of Apiro, while not far 
from the residential area there is the 

-

-

of the surrounding mountains and then 
take a hike to the summit of Mount San 
Vicino, or organise an excursion to disco-
ver the many hidden gorges and other na-
tural beauties…even on horseback!

Does the scorching sun 
give you no rest? Dive into one of the 

in the shadow of the age-old pine grove 

wonderful view of the valley!

 Art and architecture are 

levels and surrounded by a lush countrysi-
de. The Abbey guards “the Mystery of the 

-
so) a miracle that repeats itself each year 
on the 24th of May. 

 In winter, Apiro attracts 
many visitors thanks to its rich and capti-
vating theatrical season, the Living Nati-
vity Scene (Presepe Vivente) and the Pa-

historical Sagra della Polenta and the very 
famous and eclectic international folkloric 
festival Terranostra both take place during 
the summer.

MaMa's tips
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ting back before the year 1000, boasting a very 
complex architectural structure, spread over 

aisle raised from the presbytery as well as an un-
derground crypt.  
The  (Chiesa di 
San Francesco delle Favete) is located a few ki-
lometres outside Apiro: legend has it that this is 
where Saint Francis once stopped and performed 
several miracles.

Other notable buildings are the 
-

ilding erected in 1246 in whose Council Room 
(Sala Consigliare) is preserved a beautiful altar-
piece by Allegretto Nuzi, and which currently 
houses the Town Hall, and the 
(Teatro Mestica), which can accommodate up to 
150 people in its horseshoe-shaped auditorium, 
featuring two box rows and a gallery.

The events and initiatives aimed at promoting the 

, a 
folkloric festival where groups coming from diffe-
rent parts of the world showcase their music and 
colours, thusly becoming international ambassa-
dors of their own customs and traditions. Terra-
nostra ends on Assumption Day, known in Italy as 
“Ferragosto”, with a grand show performed by 
all those who have participated in the week-long 
celebration of emotions, music, and folklore.

Another unmissable event is the -
(Festa della Polenta), held every last weekend 

of September. The festival gives visitors the chan-
ce to immerse themselves in the country life of 

the past centuries through the many food 
stalls serving tasty polenta dishes prepared 
using the traditional recipe.

 is another tra-
dition from Apiro which takes place during 
the two days preceding the Carnival: during 
the Eucharistic adoration, the ostensorium 
containing the consecrated host is placed 
on an altar surrounded by hundreds of can-
dles, artfully arranged in order to portray a 
different subject every year.

info@comune.apiro.mc.it

+39 0733 611 131

@ApiroTurismo&Cultura
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Appignano

HALFWAY BETWEEN THE SEA AND THE MOUNTAINS, 
THE TOWN OF CERAMICS AND LEGUMINARIA

Located in the valley of the Monocchia 
brook, exactly halfway between the sea 
and the mountains, Appignano maintains 
a well-preserved medieval centre, still sur-
rounded by its ancient walls with an im-
posing 15th-century cuspidate bell tower. 
Being an agricultural and industrial centre, 
the town is known for its , 
a traditional art that has been preserved 
for more than 500 years for the production 
and sale of furniture.

The origins of Appignano are remote and 
the first attestations of its existence date 
back to the Roman domination. The town 
holds many surprises for its visitors: among 
them is 
the town and has a great importance for 
its architectural style and historical rele-
vance, it was built during the Napoleonic 
era by Count Leopoldo Armaroli, based 
on a project by the Bolognese architect 
Giuseppe Nadi.

The  (Convento di Fora-

are not well documented, a fascinating 
story has spread: legend has it that around 
1215, St. Francis arrived to the Selva di Fo-
rano, where he stayed for a long time.
 
Another fascinating story concerns the 

, which has 

Climb up a hill at sunset. Everybody needs a perspective

- Rob Sagendorph -

been venerated in Appignano since 1550, 
when the Council resolved to repair a shri-
ne dedicated to the Holy Mother. It was 
rebuilt in the district of Santa Croce in 
1746, due to its bad conditions. Thanks to 
the many offerings left at the shrine, the 

 (Chie-

both the population and the authorities, is 
the ideal sanctuary of the village.

The 
(Chiesa di San Giovanni Battista) is memo-

it features a longitudinal layout with a sin-

scroll, and an iconic Gothic bell tower.
 
Finally, a visit to the  (Palazzo Co-
munale) is a must: built in 1790 and de-
signed by the architect Mattia Capponi 

with its three arches and two recesses gi-
ves access to a cross-vaulted portico. The 
City Hall houses a permanent exhibition of 
works representing the pottery tradition of 
Appignano, some of which were presen-
ted at the national pottery competition 
called “ ”.
 

Immersed in the Marche 
hills, Appignano is bursting with ancient tra-

years, its ceramics have been the pride of lo-
cal craftsmen, while legumes, including the 

-

of the Sibillini mountains range.
 

 One of the main autumnal 
events of the Marche region, Leguminaria 
is a real treasure trove of local gems, from 
gastronomic delights such as chickpeas, 
beans and lentils cooked according to tra-
ditional recipes, to the wonderful ceramics 
on display at the nation-wide pottery event 
“Convivium”.

 – A truly unmissable expe-
rience is the one provided by the MAV, 

potters, which promotes courses, fairs and 
events dedicated to ceramics: here you will 

 

 Held every two years, 
this contest revives the ancient tradition 
of pottery making. The event opens with 
a historical re-enactment, with the locals 
dressed in period clothes parading while 
accompanied by children holding small 
earthenware lanterns, after which many 
games take place. Ready to jump in?

photo by Appignano municipality

MaMa's tips
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Appignano is well known as the birthpla-
ce of the , aimed at 
promoting the traditional peasant dishes 
of the Marche region. Every autumn this 
cultural event, dedicated to food and 
wine, attracts visitors from all over Italy 
and Europe. For 16 years, Leguminaria 

of these local dishes, rich in nutritional va-
lue and flavour, and the importance of the 

-
cal cuisine: chickpeas, beans, and lentils.
 
Surprises, however, also come in summer. 
The event  (Le not-
ti di Bellente il Brigante) takes the town 
back in time with three evenings dedica-
ted to Pietro Masi, known as Bellente, a 
man whose importance is well recognised 
in the cultural history of the province of 
Macerata. This yearly initiative features 

itinerant theatrical performances and the-
med dinners in the centre of Appignano: 
the charm of this young rebel, a deser-
ter and bandit, is showcased through the 
re-enactment of scenes from his life as a 
child, adolescent and then outlaw. Along 
with Pietro Masi, also the members of his 
family, his friends, his lovers and his fellow 
bandits come back to life.

prolocoappignano17@gmail.com

+39 0733 57521

+39 0733 57537

+39 320 24 31 500

@ComunediAppignano
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Belforte del Chienti

A “BEAUTIFUL FORTRESS”
ON THE GENTLE HILLS OF MACERATA

The name of this town is already a referen-
ce to its favourable geographic position, 
and expresses, with only two words, the 
architectural features of the location: “Bel 
Forte”, “beautiful fort”, “beautiful for-
tress”. Overlooking the Chienti river, the 
ancient village is perched on an upland, 
immersed in the characteristic panorama 
of Marche hills, and embraced by a valley 
that is the natural gateway to the so-cal-
led “Monti Azzurri”, the Sibillini, so dear 
to poet Giacomo Leopardi.
 
Located along a path known as Via Laure-
tana, the village showcases a well-preser-
ved medieval urban plan, characterized by 
an intertwining of winding streets, alleys, 

-
ches, and 14th-century castle walls.
 
Churches and religious elements indeed 
feature prominently in the village. Among 
them, the  (Chiesa 

-
tue of St. Sebastian and two 16th-century 
canvasses: one signed by Durante Nobili 
of Caldarola, apprentice of Lorenzo Lot-
to, and the other portraying St. Lucia, by 
painter Domenico Malpiedi of San Gine-
sio, dated to the 17th-century. The most 
relevant piece, however, is the 

 (polittico) by 

and 3.23 in width and consisting of 12 pa-
nels adorned by a golden wooden frame.
 

We were born to wander on these hills,
without women, and to hold our hands behind our back.

- Cesare Pavese - 

There is also the 
 (Chiesa di San Pietro Apostolo), 

that hosts a 15th-century processional 
cross of byzantine manufacture, and some 

Domenico Valeri. Other precious artistic 

De Magistris called “La Natività” (The Na-
tivity) and “La Madonna del Rosario (Our 
Lady of the Rosary), can be found in the 

 (Chiesa di 
San Giovanni Battista).
 
The   (Chiesa 
di San Salvatore), 

 (Santa Maria di Villa Pa-
niglioli) are also fascinating, but it is the 
now unconsecrated -

 (Chiesa di San Sebastiano) that de-
serves special attention: built by the com-
munity as a protection from the plague in 
1479, it boasts a beautiful 15th-century 
portal with floral terracotta motifs as well 
as a polychrome statue of the saint, from 
the same period. Also the building is the 
home of 

(In-
ternational Dynamic Museum of Contem-
porary Art), the crown jewel of Belforte, in 
which painting, sculpture, photography, 
digital art, and video art are protagonists 
of the exhibition space, with artwork by ar-
tists from all over the world.
 

These two churches are significant exam-
ples of religious art and architecture: 

by Giovanni Boccati (almost 5 meters in 

15th-century portal with floral terracotta 
motifs as well as a polychrome statue of 
the saint, also from the same period.
 

Hosted in the former Chruch 
of St. Sebastian (Chiesa di San Sebastia-
no), the International Dynamic Museum 
of Contemporary Art boasts an art col-
lection of absolute value, in which all the 
expressive forms of contemporary art 
are represented, with artwork by artists 
from all over the world. You cannot help 
but visit it!
 

 Waiting for you 
in Belforte del Chienti are holiday farms 

-
sable typical products are the Coroncina 

 
This is the main 

event of the village. Every summer, for 
three evenings, you can dive into a typi-
cal Mexican atmosphere, listening to the 
local music, dancing the night away, and 
tasting the culinary highlights of a place 
that seems far away … but is right here!

photo by hotelsinmarche.com

MaMa's tips
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Besides the places of worship and the museu-
ms, it is also possible to visit the fascinating hi-
storical buildings, both private and public: in 
the very heart of the town, for example, stands 

 (Palazzo Bonfranceschi), 
an elegant historical residence deriving its 
name from the last family that owned it. Built 

– once destined to house noble families – con-
sists of three floors and includes a wonderful 
narrow chapel decorated with stuccoes.
 

 is a 
rare example of an angular building with han-
ging gardens, the presence of which was alrea-
dy documented in 1766. The building still pre-
serves in its interiors the typical furnishing of 
bourgeois 19th-century houses.
 
Lastly, there is the (Palazzo Comuna-
le), the designated location of town hall mee-
tings, constituted by the General Council and 
the “Consiglio di Credenza”. Located in a mi-

19th-century arches have been preserved from 
the original building.
 
What one would not imagine, however, is that 
from Belforte del Chienti one can reach Mexico 
in the blink of an eye, and experience its smells, 
tastes and rhythms. Thanks to -

, an event which has been taking place 
every summer for the past twelve years. Bel-
forte del Chienti has been livening up its town 
centre through the flavours of Mexican cuisine 
and the warm colours of this country. Spread 
over 3 evenings dedicated to music and leisu-
re, the event has witnessed an ever-increasing 
success.

photo by Gian Luca Sgaggero

photo by Belforte del Chienti municipality

+39 0733 951 011

@ProBelforte

info@comune.belfortedelchienti.mc.it
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ON THE HIGHEST PEAK OF MARCHE REGION, BETWEEN
VILLA DA CAPO, VILLA DI MEZZO AND VILLA DA PIEDI

Legend has it that Bolognola was foun-
ded in the 14th century by three noble-
men from Bologna: Pepoli, Malvezzi and 
Bentivoglio, in exile because of the fight 
between the Guelphs and the Ghibelli-

-
ly “little Bologna”.
It is the highest town of Marche region 

-
cated next to the Fiastrone river, of whi-
ch it houses the founts.
 
Just below the summit of Mount Rotondo 
can be found the evocative and inacces-
sible -

-
closed between steep slopes (currently 

center of Bolognola has three inhabited 
areas - 

 - and a small part of 
the town called Pintura is surrounded by 
woods and paths to explore on foot.
 
It is possible to walk amongst the be-
ech trees of 

, with its comfortable picnic 
area ready to welcome visitors, or hike 
Mount Castelmanardo and enjoy a pa-
noramic view that on clear days reaches 
the Majella mountains. It is also possible 
to engage in an easier hike by venturing 

Bolognola
And on the horizon majestic mountains, I cannot say that it is paradise but it is the town

where I was born. People are closed and a little grumpy, but when they love,
they really know how to love, there are certainly some better places,

but it’s the town where I was born.
- Nomadi -

towards , where there is 
an enormous beech tree with an esti-

“Alberi Custoditi nel Tempo” (a catalo-
gue of ancient trees). An important new 

-
ration of 
climbing routes and mountain tracks and 
a circular route with a gorge descent, 
which crosses another hiking trail of 
great interest, the one leading to Fonte 

a “natural balcony” 1,500 meters above 
sea level. This marks, both geographi-
cally and physically, the beginning of the 
Sibillini Mountains. At the beginning of 

the -
 (Apennine Chamois wildlife 

area), commissioned by the Sibillini Na-
tional Park within the broader reintro-
duction project for this animal.
 
Local association  promotes 
numerous activities in the area: it is an 
association funded in the early 2000s, 
which offers tours on the most fascina-
ting peaks of the Sibillini Mountains, 
as well as nocturnal walks, yoga classes 
in the mountains and longer, multi-day 
treks to discover the majesty of the Na-
tional Park.
 

This is the gastro-
nomic pearl of the village. In tasting it, 
close your eyes: you will be transported 

the Festival dedicated to this traditional 
product.
 

Skiing accompa-
nied by a view that goes all the way to 
the coast is an unforgettable privilege, re-

slopes!
 

A new ring for 
classical cross-country skiing and ska-
te-skiing awaits you at Pintura di Bolo-
gnola, and so does Scibilliamo School, to 
perfect your style!
 

 Spend an un-
forgettable experience, in harmony with 
nature, by doing yoga in the mountains, 
in the regenerating silence of the Sibillini!
 

 Green mountains, gra-
zing cows with their bells, horses running 
free in the meadows: this is the scenery 
that awaits you at Pintura di Bolognola!

photo by Bolognola municipality

MaMa's tips
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For those visiting Bolognola in the 
summer, in August, 

 (thin, 
charcoal-grilled lamb skewers) are both 

the whole village turns into a small Wild 

have the  
(Bacio di Bolognola food festival), an 
event that derives its name from a local 
product, a fried delicacy as irresistible as 
a kiss (“Bacio”)... a must try!
 
Bolognola is also a popular 

, with its ski resort, 

km of slopes for all levels of difficulty, a 
snow park, a 5-km cross country ski ring, 
the new Big Air for spectacular freestyle 
jumps, the Kinderland children area 
and the newly-installed artificial snow 
system. Skiers and snowboarders can 
enjoy the long slopes, polished by the 
winched snowmobile, a one-of-a-kind 
feature in the Marche region. For lovers 
of narrower skis, the 

 offers an area of 5 km for the 

two skiing bootcamps, and a connection 
between “Macchia Tonda” and the rings 
“Valletta” and “Pian Gra”. The rental 
service and the Cross-country Skiing 
School managed by Scibilliamo are 
both waiting for you to have fun in the 
snow, with a double view on the Sibillini 
mountain range and the sea.
 
The ski resort is also an ideal destination 
for a one-day trip: throughout the 
winter Bolognola Ski will be the setting 
of events such as  and 

. The Christmas season is 
always full of events for the little ones: 
“Babbo Natale on the snow” and “La 
Befana in Motoslitta” are travelling 
animation events with sweet surprises. 
Everything is illuminated by “

, the “highest” 
Christmas tree of  Marche region!

Finally,  is 
an event dedicated to those who want 
to regenerate in the mountains with 
yoga practice in the snow. In short, there 
is something for everyone: Bolognola 
offers a warm welcome to its visitors in 
any season!

probolognolalasibillina@gmail.com

@ProLocoBolognola
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Caldarola

IN THE REALM OF CARDINAL PALLOTTA:
A FAIRY-TALE VILLAGE AND ITS CASTLES

A land of art, a land of castles, a fairytale 
land, Caldarola is a jewel of 16th-century ar-
chitecture and urban planning. Its name co-
mes from the Latin word “calidarium”, which 
indicated the hot plunge room in the public 
baths. Caldarola displays an elegant and re-

Cardinal Evangelista Pallotta had wanted it, 
in the 16th century. The prelate had decided 
to transform the town through a project that 
revolutionized its appearance, starting from 

-
gs overlook.
 
First of all, the (Palazzo Pal-
lotta), residence of the Cardinal himself. Its 
interiors have decorated rooms, like the 

Paradiso). The 
(Collegiata di San Martino) and the 

(Santuario di Santa Maria del Monte) also 
-

ted in 1590 and currently contains numerous 
art pieces of great interest.
 

see the (Teatro Comuna-
le), built at the beginning of the 19th century 
within the 17th-century 

I will lead you to the castle and I will keep you there so nobody else will see you,
and we will have days and months to understand what we need to do

and to always invent new ways to be together.
- Italo Calvino - 

 (Palazzo del Podestà), and the 
 (Colle-

giata di San Gregorio), erected in the early 
years of the 17th century upon the ruins of a 
previous church dating back to the late 7th 
century.
 
The , the symbol of Calda-
rola, dominates all the beautiful buildings in 
the center. Its existence was already docu-
mented in the 9th century, but it underwent 
radical change towards the end of the 16th 
century, when Cardinal Pallotta transformed 
it into his summer residence, which also ho-
sted, Pope Clement VIII, and Queen Cristina 
of Sweden, among others.
 

-
tact, as well as its Guelph merlons, the wall-
walks, and the drawbridge. The residential 
areas and all the rooms are decorated with 
vintage furniture dating back to the 16th and 
17th centuries, along with original coverings 
and curtains.
 
However, the Pallotta Castle is not the only 
castle in Caldarola. In fact, just a few kilome-
tres from the village we have the -

 (Castello di Pievefavera), with its 

Despite the 2016 

shows its charm through a Sistine 
town-planning system that has remai-
ned intact since the 1500s. The Pallotta 
Castle dominates the old town, waiting 
to be the main tourist attraction of Cal-
darola again.
 

 Let yourself fall under the 
spell cast by the beauty of the imposing 
castles of Vestignano, Croce and Pieve-
favera, fortified buildings dating back to 
the late Middle Ages and now comple-
tely restored, the remains of which are 

strength of the past will leave you spe-
echless!
 

Are you fishing or 
canoeing lovers? The waters of this ba-
sin nestled in the mountains are waiting 
for you! Walking alongside the road be-
side the lake, after visiting the town, you 

 
Admire a breathtaking view on 

your mountain bike, cycling along the 
various local biking routes to finally get 

-
tiful Sibillini Mountains.

MaMa's tips

photo by Luca Buratti
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three walls and four towers, one of which has 
been transformed into a bell tower. In its inte-
rior, the construction houses the parish church, 

-
riors, where 16th-century pieces are preserved.
 
Not far from the centre of Caldarola, it is 

 
(Castello di Valcimarra), and a 13th-century 

the  (Castello di Croce) and the 
(Castello di Vestignano). 

and the medieval urban layout dating back 
to the 14th century. The relics of the second 
castle are still visible, including a remarkable 

stones and a polygonal tower, now the bell 
tower of the parish church.
 
The traditional  (Giostra 
della Castella) is an homage to these impres-
sive architectural structures. The event, which 
takes place every August, starts with a parade 
in early Renaissance clothes, followed by the 
rite of the Offering of the Two-armed Cande-
labra (Offerta del Doppiere), the “Frustenga, 

15th-century games. The Giostra ends late at 

ancient dishes and dances.
 
Outside the inhabited centre of Caldarola, it is 
possible to visit the 

, which, according to legend, hides the 
cave of the Sybil Cimaria (Sibilla Cimaria).

special mention: the
(Museo di Arte Povera 

Contadina “Luigi Fagianella”), was founded with 
the aim of showcasing the traditional everyday life 

(Museo Civico della Resistenza), which includes the 
“Art Gallery of the Resistance” (Pinacoteca della 
Resistenza), a section dedicated to the “Sistine 

and for history lovers the , whose 

came to light in the most recent archaeological 
excavations, along with the rearrangement of the 

prolococaldarola@gmail.com

+39 0733 905 529

@ComunediCaldarola

photo by Luca Buratti

photo by Mosconi
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Camerino

THE CHARM OF THE CHURCH OF
ARCHIEPISCOPAL SEMINARY AND ROCCA BORGESCA
At the centre of the mountainous area 
of the province of Macerata, in the he-
art of Marche region, the university city 
of Camerino overlooks, from a hilltop, 
the large, eponymous “camertino” ba-
sin, framed by the Sibillini Mountains. 
Natural beauties, artistic monuments, 
and cultural and gastronomic traditions 

attractiveness.
 

of serious emergency related to the Oc-

old town centre is still a “red zone”, un-

 
The city museums have suffered consi-
derable damages and are currently con-
demned. On 15th October 2017, howe-
ver, the 

(Chiesa del Seminario Arcive-
scovile) was reopened to the public, this 
church is the only one currently acces-
sible in the entire city, where the most 
representative works of art from Came-
rino are preserved and exhibited to the 
public. Pieces include a

from the 
(Chiesa di Santa Maria in 

You notice it almost with wonder, peeping out of the mountains, on an eminent, isolated hilltop.

                    - Ugo Betti -

Via), and the 1740 Pala del  (a 
table by Tiepolo). On display here the-
re is also the most emblematic and si-
gnificant artwork in Camerino: -

 (Annunciazione) by 
, the most surprising 

manifesto of 15th-century Marche art.
 
It is also possible to visit the -

-

Ottaviani, a papal physician and botany 
and chemistry professor at the local 

 
The  (Rocca 
borgesca), situated on the edge of a 
precipice, represents a pleasant green 
oasis. It was erected in 1503 by Cesare 
Borgia on a design by Ludovico Clodio, 
to control the city from the south-west 
side. In the internal clearing there is still 
part of the structure of the 14th-century 
Franciscan convent of San Pietro in Mu-
ralto.
 
The (Conven-
to di Renacavata) is instead situated a 
short distance from the city and houses 
the Capuchin order, which was founded 

Are you pas-

you interested in the idea of re-discover a place and 
visit it with a new perspective? Then in April, you 
must give yourself over to this tourist route that winds 

art, exhibitions, extemporaneous gardens, specta-
cular installations and guided tours.
 

Nomadic life lovers, are you ready? Du-
ring the last week of September the city offers a 

privileged relationship between freedom, tourism 
and small villages. Hurry up, foot on the gas: set off 
to the discovery of art, history and traditions!
 

What if we dyed our weekends in a warm colour? 
On October weekends, Camerino hosts food and 
wine events and cultural moments. Tastings, festivals, 
markets and guided tours will spice up the autumn 

 

Camerino becomes the perfect setting for one of 

winemaking journey through the stalls of the best 
regional cellars, gastronomy, art, music and culture 
will merge. Cheers!
 

-

enjoy a wonderful breakfast with typical local pro-

herbs frittata, ciauscolo (smoked and dry-cured soft 
-

ad). Enjoy your meal!

MaMa's tips

photo by Pier Giovanni Buatti
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right here, in Camerino. A magnificent 
glazed majolica attributed to 

 is preserved in the Con-

 
To fully enjoy the flavours of the city 
and discover its craftwork, one should 
visit , opened on 

district, where traditional shops in the 
old town centre offer their locally-pro-
duced goods. It is a one-of-a-kind and 
avant-garde shopping centre, combi-
ning architectural innovation and the 

small shop), where the relationship of 
trust between customer and shopkee-

-
ducts for sale, are fundamental.
 
Absolutely not to be missed, then, are 
the  (“Corsa alla Spada”) 
and the Palio, a historical re-enact-
ment in honour of martyr St. Venanzio 

rituals, ceremonies, ancient musical per-
-

verns, and competitions closely related to 
the ancient division of the city and territory 
into three “terzieri” (three official neigh-
bourhoods).
 
Music also plays a big role, with the -

 -
, which every year, 

in June, transforms the city into a small jazz 
capital, welcoming major international arti-
sts and giving space to the new promises of 
this musical genre.

cultura@comune.camerino.mc.it

proloco@comune.camerino.mc.it

+39 0737 632 534

@ComuneDiCamerino

photo by Pier Giovanni Buatti
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Camporotondo
di Fiastrone

A SMALL VILLAGE FULL OF SURPRISES,
AMONG WOODS, PATHS AND GREEN MEADOWS

Crossed by the Fiastrone River, from which it 
derives its name, Camporotondo still preserves 

and the 14th-century  (literally “small 
door”) and a secondary entrance to the city 
walls, where the traces of a drawbridge are still 
noticeable. That gives the chance to history, 
architecture and tradition lovers to dive in the 
past. A second door is only partially visible, as 
it is buried below street level in front of the 
unconsecrated 
(Chiesa della Concezione).
 

charming, and it houses the new Town Hall 
building and the Church of St. Mark (Chiesa 
di San Marco), named after the patron saint 
of the village, whose symbol, the winged lion, 

 
A place of great serenity and peace, Cam-

between the snowy Sibillini Mountains and the 
green meadows of the enchanting underlying 
valley. The town is surrounded by woods and 
paths to discover while walking, cycling, or 
horse riding.
 

, (still under construction) is an area 
of extreme naturalistic importance and it has 

-
stratigraphic and paleo-geographic interest, 

I often go back to my Marche, ideally, when I’m in other lands... The
more I travel through Italy, the more I become  a “marchigiano”.

 - Tullio Colsalvatico - 

here you can admire the peculiar succession 
of rocky layers emerging in the urban territory.
 
During these activities, while enjoying the 
pristine rivers and waterways, one is often 

hawks, roe deers, and all the other animals 
inhabiting the area.
 
It is among these wonders that stands the 

 (Convento di Colfano, 
now condemned). It is part of an itinerary that 
guides the visitor from the hermitage and 

Roccabruna, in Sarnano (Covento di Rocca-

Camporotondo, and to other places that tell 
us about the early lives of Franciscans.
 
Inside the Convent are treasured an altarpie-
ce portraying Santi di Nobile da Lucca and a 
painting by Andrea de Magistris.
 
The Convent boasts a very ancient history: 
some stone remains are the proof of the pre-
sence of a primordial building from the 12th 
century. Run by the monks of San Clemente 
di Casauria, in Abruzzo region, the Convent 
offered shelter to St. Francis who, according 
to tradition, then founded a hermitage nearby 

rooms of the Convent.
 

The Old Town centre of-
fers details of high architectural merit, wi-
thin a rural context, and gives the chance 
to photography lovers to enjoy picture-

 
-

 How wonderful! 
Around the castle walls there is a path 
where the verses of local poet Tullio Col-

 
This is an area of high geologi-

cal interest (soon to be set up), along the 
banks of the Fiastrone River, which will 
give the right emphasis to the peculiar 
succession of geological strata present in 
the municipal territory.
 

 Hurray for organic crops! Lo-
cal products, derived from virtuous cul-
tivation processes, bear the mark of the 
collective brand “Fiastrone Natura” (Fia-
strone Nature), that was recently establi-

-
lity. Do not miss the chance to buy them 
and taste them!
 

Breathe in deeply and give your-
self over to the local paths, full of histo-
rical and scenic interest. Waiting for you 
are the Percorso Ventigliano (Ventigliano 
Walk), the Cammini Lauretani (Roads to 
the Loreto Sanctuary), and the Sibillini 
Mountains, which will frame the back-
ground all the way.

MaMa's tips

photo by Luca Giacomazzi
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This is why the underground fount, still the subject of 
fascinating stories and legends, bears the name of 
the Saint from Assisi, to whom the Church inside the 
Convent is also dedicated.
 
The (Chiesa di Santa 
Maria di Carufo, now condemned), instead, stands 
isolated on a hill. In the 16th century, it was renova-
ted and frescoed with scenes from the Old and New 
Testament, but it also houses a painting of the Virgin 
dating back to 1299. From here, when the sky is clear, 
the view extends to the Gran Sasso mountain massif 
(Massiccio del Gran Sasso) and the sea.
 

particularly rich. The traditional  
(Lamb Festival) stands out, characterized by music, 
dances and, above all, gastronomic specialities. The 

(Festa della Trebbiatura) is also 
very characteristic. Every August, the event travels 
through the moments and traditions of the old 
country life in the rural areas of the Marche region.
 
But this is not over: the  is also 

that attracts American teachers and students in col-

Not to be forgotten are also the 
(September), in the alleys of the historic town centre, 
and the (August), an initiative 
full of cultural activities, such as exhibitions, confe-
rences, and shows.

photo by Luca Giacomazzi

Piazza San Marco, 2

+39 0733 9071 53

@CamporotondoDiFiastrone
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Castelraimondo

A MIGHTY FLORAL CELEBRATION
BETWEEN THE CASTLE AND THE TOWER

-
ted by the tradition of the -

, an event that, year after year, 
attracts larger numbers of believers and vi-
sitors to the city. 
Along Corso Italia, on a total surface measu-

created by using more than 100,000 carna-

All citizens take part in the preparation of 
-

to admire the beauties of Castelraimondo, a 
town dominated by its imposing , a 
massive crenelated tower that is remainder 
of the 13th-century medieval fortress, once 

with powerful bastions.

Another important symbol of Castelrai-
mondo is the  (Castello di 
Lanciano), which overlooks the surrounding 
centuries-old park. Its 14th-century tower at 
the entrance to the courtyard are still well 
preserved, as well as the entrance door to 
the fortress, the portico, and a frescoed 

- Matsuo Basho -

-
ses the hamlet of , of Lombard 
origins, guardian of the -

 (Chiesa di San Miche-
le Arcangelo), which contains a polychrome 

 
 (Castel Santa 

Maria), mentioned in various documents 
since 1212, also holds considerable 
historical, environmental and panoramic 

Next to it, the 
(Chiesa di Santa Maria Assunta) preserves a 
rich 
 

stands on a hill, highli-
ghting the defensive aim of its position. In-
side of it there is the 
(Chiesa di San Martino), that is characterized 

 
The hamlet of  is home to the 

, already mentioned in 
-

tar with canvas depicting the Assumption of 
the Virgin, together with St. Ansovino and 
St. Venanzio of Camerino.
 

You will 
be enchanted and feel like being in a fairy 
tale, while walking through the beauty 
of the village! Imagine: you can move 
from the Castle of Lanciano, surrounded 
by a majestic century-old park, up to 
the Cassero, a mighty, crenelated tower. 
Knights and dames, enjoy your stay!
 

 Dive into a glass of 
this ancient wine, strongly rooted in the 
territory, for a special moment, perhaps 
enjoying the colours of the sunset. It comes 
from grapes characterized by a greenish 
hue, even when fully ripe, which gives it 

is extremely complex, characterised by an 

taste. Cheers!
 

 You must try it and discover 
its alternative uses in the kitchen! Did you 
know that, besides being an antibacterial 
and antibiotic ally of the immune system, 
it could also be used in cosmetics?

 During “Corpus Domini” day, 
an explosion of colours bursts through 
the main street of the town, in a very 
emotional journey. Admire the night 
show and you will feel like being in a 
cinematographic set.

MaMa's tips

photo by Castelraimondo municipality
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The other hamlets of the city are , an 
ancient centre deriving from the presence on 
site of a small tower, and , of Roman 
origins, which over the centuries has dedicated 
three churches to St. Barbara (the last, and only 
remaining one, is the result of a recent 19th-cen-
tury construction and preserves remarkable arti-
stic testimonies).
 
Last but not least, four other very interesting lo-
cations in terms of landscapes and environmental 
value are 

.

the ancient city wall is visible, the -
(Museo 

Nazionale del Costume Folkloristico) should not 

that is also the basis of its collection. In creating 
the museum there is, in part, an attempt to stop 
time and create an environment in order to re-

part the desire to recover and display materials, 
artefacts and “objects of affection”. These items, 

rooms “, lose some of their functional, original 
meanings, and are transformed into objects to 
be observed, within paths designed to stimula-

the purpose of reconstructing lost realities to be 
offered to the interested eye of contemporanei-
ty. The establishment of the National Museum of 
Traditional Folk Costumes is also a great novelty 
compared to the “traditional” idea of   museum, 
as the subjects participating in its creation do not 
represent a “local” or “territorial” community, 
but a “diffused”, “imagined” community, consi-
dering that the exhibited materials come from all 
over the country.

photo by Roberto Paganelli

comune@comune.castelraimondo.mc.it

+39 0737 641 732 (int. 1)

@ComunediCastelraimondo
photo by Castelraimondo municipality
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Castelsantangelo
sul Nera

A DIVE IN THE HEART OF THE
SIBILLINI MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

Castelsantangelo sul Nera is an enchanting 
mountain town nestled in the heart of Sibil-

territory that the sources of the 
-

tion, perfect for summer and winter holidays, 
the village is harmoniously integrated into the 
surrounding nature and radiates great beauty.

private buildings are now unsafe and con-
demned, and the people are slowly and pain-
fully waiting for this situation to come back to 
“normality”. For this reason, only its enchan-
ting natural, environmental and panoramic 
beauties are currently accessible to visitors.

In spite of this, it is still worth remembering 
the architectural jewels of a village where the 
severity of the city walls, the majesty of the 

-
tre contrast with the sweetness of the land-

visible today in its layout. The triangular ca-

original decorations, and the lookout tower 
dominating the whole town (all condemned).

On the highest peaks one realises that snow, 
sky and gold all have the same value.

 - Boris Vian -

The town encloses many sacred buildings. 
The  (Chiesa di Sant 
Stefano, condemned), dating back to the 
14th century and contemporary to the foun-
dation of the village, still preserves a stone 
baptismal font from the same era and a so-
lemn bell tower.

The (Chiesa di Sn 
Sebastiano, condemned), decorated with 
16th- and 17th-century frescoes, was built 

style. According to an ancient tradition, in 

from the inhabitants of Norcia on the legen-
dary Battle of Pian Perduto (Battaglia del 
Pian Perduto).

The (Chiesa di San 
Martino, condemned) was built around the 

-

-
brian school manner, some of these frescoes 
are attributed to Paolo Bontulli da Percane-
stro and Paolo da Visso.

The  (Mona-
stero di San Liberatore), built on the ruins 
of a12th-century castle, probably owes its 

Castelsantangelo is going through a hard 

support and the sympathy of local people 
and tourists who have decided to visit 
this wonderful town despite everything. 
The town is also working to improve its 
hospitality.
 

This is (and it is not 
at all a small thing!) what the village can 
now offer to its visitors. They will surely 
be enchanted by the wonder of natural 
beauty.
 

 Local businesses, albeit 
forced to move, have tenaciously resumed 
their activities, and are waiting for you to 
enjoy gastronomic jewels like ciauscolo 
(smoked and dry-aged soft pork sausage), 
norcineria (charcuterie), cheese, lentils and 
trouts.

 If you love skiing this is the 
right place! There are slopes of different 

to do cross country skiing.

photo by Roberto Perucci
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name to the fresco of Christ adorning the apse. 

interior, laid out in a series of vaults and narrow cor-
ridors. Currently this building is also condemned, 
but thanks to a partial recovery, it is possible to see 
the fresco through a security corridor.

The same type of intervention was used for the 
(Chiesa di Santa Maria) in the 

have partially destroyed the building, but they also 
uncovered a small treasure of valuable paintings 
dating back to the beginning of the 15th century.
 
The district of  houses both the 

, (Chiesa di Santa Ma-
ria di Castellare, condemned), built by the locals 

the aforementioned castle (“Castellare”), the tower 
of which was later used as the church bell tower. 
The Church was expanded in 1362, in the Romane-

 
The  (Ecomuseo del Cer-
vo), made of two different complementary structu-
res, plays a role of great importance. The 

reproduces several natural environments, 
representing the most typical ecosystems of the 
Sibillini Mountains National Park.

The  (Ecocentro Faunistico) is instead 
a large fenced area of about 29 hectares, divided 
into several enclosed sectors. The purpose of it is 
hosting different species in a semi-wild state, pro-
viding living conditions very similar to their natu-

environmental education and awareness-raising 
activities, and allows academics and visitors to gain 
a direct and authentic knowledge of the species 
hosted here.

info@prolocodellevallicastellane.it

+39 0737 970 039

@ProlocoDelleValliCastellane

photo by Roberto Perucci
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Cessapalombo

HISTORY AND ANCIENT TRADITIONS AMONG THE 
SCENTS OF LEGUMES, MUSHROOMS AND SAFFRON

If you love good, traditional cuisine, and 
seek the true taste of simple flavours, 
Cessapalombo is the right place. One can 
spoil their palate with - or -
based dishes, try some 

, and enjoy 
the unmistakable taste of Marche-bred 
beef and mushrooms. Cessapalombo is 
also known for the cultivation of , 
which is cared for by Association “Tipicità 
dei Sibillini”. The town is located within 
the Sibillini Mountains National Park, in 
the Fiastrone Valley, a territory rich in flora 
and fauna. 

Surrounded by a large wooded and moun-
tainous area, where olive trees are plan-
ted in its hills area, the hamlet boasts a 
remarkable historical and artistic heritage, 
scattered in the old town centre and in the 
many small hamlets that surround it.

visitors can admire a wooden statue 
The 

(Castello di Montalto), 
located in the hamlet by the same name, 
is absolutely worth a visit thanks to its 

don’t leave Cessapalombo

away, there is the 
(Chiesa di San Benedetto), that guards a 
wooden 17th-century crucifix and a fresco 
by De Magistris dated 1526. 

In the hamlet of , 
(Palazzo Simonelli) since the late 1700s has 
been home to the -

 (Museo delle Carbonaie). 
Charcoal burners have represented an im-
portant energy source and primary econo-
mic resource for the local population for 
decades. The exhibition houses traditional 
tools and historical documentation of this 
ancient activity, and offers an outdoors 
route which showcases and reconstructs 
all the phases of coal production. 

In the hamlet of  it is possible to see 
the 
(Chiesa di Santa Maria Ausiliatrice), whi-
ch houses the fresco known as “Mater 
Misericordiae con cavalieri” (Mother of 

and allows for easy access to the evoca-
tive (Grotte dei Frati). The 
caves are so named because, around the 
year 1000, a group of Benedictines settled 
there, erecting a convent and, in 1234, a 
chapel in Roman-Gothic style. 

 Discover the world 

natural habitat, observe eggs, caterpillars 
and chrysalises, go for a stroll or a  picnic, 
and smell the aromatic, medicinal and 
wild plants of the medicinal garden. 

 Do not forget 

gastronomic tradition. To delight your 
palate, chickpeas, lentils, extra virgin 
olive oil, Marche bred beef, mushrooms, 
and saffron. 

Do you like coffee? Did 
you know that in Cessapalombo, in 1936, 

coffee machine, included by the Treccani 
Encyclopaedia Institute in the list of the 
90 products that made the history of 
Made in Italy.

 - It is a circular didactic 
path to discover all the processing phases 
for the production of coal. A beautiful walk 
across woods and pastures, looking for 
“spiazzi”!

photo by Cessapalombo municipality
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Valle, a hamlet which developed around 
a small , is 
a great example of medieval architectu-
re, while the 
(Chiesa di San Filippo Neri), in Colbottoni, 
houses a characteristic wooden table. 

 is home to 
(Abbazia di San Salvatore), 

characterized by a three-nave crypt, where 
pieces of great artistic interest are kept, 
along with a fresco named “Madonna con 
Bambino” (Madonna and Child) dating 
back to the 12th century.

Cessapalombo not only has a rich artistic 
heritage, but also offers the opportunity to 
go on many hikes in the unspoilt Sibillini 
forests. Nature enthusiasts will enjoy the 
view of the in the forest 
undergrowth between April and May, as 
well as the paths offered by -

 - a theme park 
dedicated to the butterflies and moths 

the  (Percorso Asinovia), to 

path (“An 
ancient forest renews itself”), and the one 
that leads from Villa to the village of Col di 
Pietra and the homonymous castle, now in 
ruins, called “Roccaccia”. 

Traditions are scrupulously kept alive in 
Cessapalombo: first and foremost, the 
“Ncotta” and the production of wood 
charcoal. Coal is obtained by “baking” 
wood in an anaerobic environment, insi-
de a characteristic charcoal burner indeed 
called “la ‘ncotta”. 

Finally, several events take place throu-
ghout the year: the 
(Sagra del Fungo), in May: a historical fe-
stival aiming at the promotion of the many 
mushrooms populating the undergrowth 

taking place in Colbottoni on the last Sun-
 (Taverna 

del Castello), which takes place during the 
first half of August and is dedicated to the 
many typical dishes of the area, with the 

 
(“Ancient Flavours and Gems of the Fo-
rest”) is also dedicated to the enhance-
ment of rural traditions: the event, during 
the first two Sundays of October, aims to 
rediscover the local peasant traditions, as 
well as the typical products and ancient 
trades of the hamlet of Villa.

info@comune.cessapalombo.mc.it

proloco.cessapalombo@tiscali.it

info@prolococessapalombo.it

www.prolococessapalombo.it

@ComunediCessapalombo

@ComunediCessapalombo

photo byCessapalombo municipality
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Cingoli

DOWN TO THE SEA: THE SUPERB PANORAMA
OF “MARCHE’S BALCONY”

Its name derives from the Latin “cingulum”, 
which means “terrace that protrudes from 
the slope of a mountain”. Nothing could be 
more appropriate: Cingoli stands 630 meters 
above sea level, lying on Mount Circe and 
immersed in an area with some of the most 

-
scape.
 
Nominated among 

, Cingoli has obtained the title of 
: from a large terrace, 

on the medieval castle walls, it is indeed 
possible to enjoy the view of the majority 

Adriatic Sea and Mount Conero. 

characterised by the presence of Renaissan-
ce portals and noble palaces with warm co-
loured plaster. Among these,  
(Palazzo Conti), with its beautiful Gothic por-
tal, and  (Palazzo Casti-
glioni), a  which displays fur-
nishings and personal belongings of 

, born here in 1761.
 
Among one of the oldest buildings in the 

(Palazzo 
Municipale), with its public clock dated back 

-
 (Museo Archeologico 

Statale), that houses many precious prehi-

So that  you can repeat the ancient saying: The dark night has still not fallen on Cingoli.

The religious architecture is very well repre-
sented. The -

 (Cattedrale di Santa Maria Assunta) still 
preserves in its sacristy the paintings: “La 
Vergine col bambino in trono” (Virgin on 
the throne, with the Child) and “SS. Cateri-

-

The  (Chiesa di 
San Filippo Neri) is a real gem: the stone fa-

-

paintings by Calandrucci, Maratta, Marini, 
Conca, Cignani and Fanelli. The 

 (Chiesa di San Domenico) 
houses a work of art of great value: the lar-
ge canvas 
(Madonna of the Rosary and Saints), painted 
by  in 1539. This huge pain-

old at that time, sealed his stylistic, techni-
cal, cultural and spiritual legacy within it.
 
A visit to the 

cannot be missed. It showcases high-medie-
val religious works, reliefs and engravings in 
stone, medieval and Renaissance ceramics 
and majolicas, polychrome wooden statues 

Yes, you got it right, Cingoli is 
the “Balcony of Marche region”! From this “en-
chanting position”, you have access to “endless 
panoramas”, to paraphrase what painter Dona-
tello Stefanucci commented on its famous view: 

We approach Beauty, with a capital 
B! The “Madonna del Rosario” (Madonna of the 
Rosary) by Lorenzo Lotto, housed in the Church 
of St. Domenico, is an unmissable work of art. An 
extraordinary canvas, of inestimable value, full of 
realistic details, that gives those who observe it a 

 Charming and unforgettable are the 
walks that the woods offer. We breathe deep and 

-
lio, Fosso delle scalette and, a little further, along 
the one that from Valle del Rio rises to Mount 
Acuto! 

 A must taste are the local culinary 
specialities: the oil produced with an excellent 

calcioni (a type of ravioli), pizza di formaggio (a 
cheese bread), cardoon parmigiana, tagliatelle 
with wild boar ragu, gnocchi with duck sauce and 
goose in salmis. And for dessert? Donuts, Caval-
lucci (stuffed pastries) and the famous “serpe” (a 
rolled, stuffed pastry).

 Rest and relaxation! Where? In 
B&Bs housed in period residences in the heart of 

-
-

in the most beautiful spots of the town

photo by Francesco Cardarelli

MaMa's tips



37

from the 16th century, and noble coats of arms. 
The contemporary section in the Painting Col-
lection hosts a considerable number of pain-
tings by painter born in 

 
Cingoli also boasts a one-of-a-kind museum: 
the -

(Museo della Motocarrozzetta e del Si-
decar), which houses scooters, motorcycles and 

century until the most recent ones.
 

-
(Collegiata di 

building in the city, built in the 12th century, 
 

(Santuario di Santa Sperandia), whose original 
structure dates back to the 13th century. Inside 

-
nedictine nun born in Gubbio, who lived and 
died there in 1276.
 
Cingoli also offers activities such as hiking, hor-
se riding or mountain bike, either in the vast 
woods, the slopes of Mount San Vicino, or near 

.

An important and traditional historical re-e-
nactment is also worth mentioning: 

. For the occasion, the streets of the 
old town are decorated with the three ter-

-
tury clothing worn by the city authorities, 
the common people, and the nobles. You 
can see the magic of the great dances, the 
“Gioco del pallone al bracciale” (literally, a 
“ball and metal cuff” game), the gentlemen 
duels and peasant celebrations come back 
to life.

photo by Michele Vittori

info@comune.cingoli.mc.it 
segreteria@cingoli.sinp.net

biblioteca@comune.cingoli.mc.it
atcprolococingoli@gmail.com

www.bibliotecacingoli.it 
www.prolococingoli.it

+39 0733 601 913

+39 0733 602 444

@Cingoli | @BibliotecaCingoli
@prolocoCingoli
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Civitanova Marche

ON THE HILL OR IN THE SEA, IN THE CENTRE OR AT 
THE BEACH: A CITY WITH DOUBLE CHARM

-
: unaltered in its medie-

val structure, protected by the castle walls, the 
town represents a wonderful dive into the past.
First stop? The 15th-century -

standing among the Ghibelline battlements. 
Then, the following century, and the 

 (Chiesa SS. Sacramen-
to).
Through the alleys, the view opens up to the 
northern walls and to a view that stretches to 

of (Palazzo Donati) with its brick 

century taste. 

and 17th centuries, to one of the most distingui-

after a few steps, you can reach -
(Piazza della Libertà) and 

de-
dicated to him, a Civitanova-born illustrious Re-
naissance intellectual, as well as his home, now 
housing the -

(Municipal Painting Gallery Marco Moretti). 
In front of it there is the 

(Chiesa di 
, the in-

terior of which was later set up in Rococo style. 

Idleness is amongst the things that most consume an active spirit.
- Annibal Caro -

Along the street, the 17th-century -
(Palazzo Conti) appears and, a little further 

on,  (Piazza della Vittoria), with 
the 
built in 1935. The birthplace of the dancer and 
choreographer 

This way one can reach , and 

countryside from the top of the walls. Passing 
through , among the red 
brick houses and typical alleyways, through a 
staircase one can access , 

Foro Boario (cattle market) where one can 
still admire the 15th-century bastion of 

or , as well as the 

Crossing the charming Porta Zoppa you can 
start a walk that leads to , 
with its palace and the elegant little bridge-like 
lodge, and further along you can reach 

, the heart of Civitanova Alta.

A visit to the -
le (Chiesa di San Paolo Apostolo), the 

 (Palazzo della Delega-
zione), (Chiesa di San 
Francesco, now a Multimedia Space), and the 

 (Palazzo Frisciot-
ti-Bernardini) should not be missed. The pre-

Civitanova Danza, Civita-
-

tanova Film festival, Popsophia, Rive, Vita 
Vita and Gustaporto are unmissable inter-
national events, adding up to a rich theatre 
season and an intense program of cultural 
events.
 

 Ready for a walk? The north 
and south piers will captivate you with the 
characteristic essence of the maritime at-
mosphere enriched by the splendid murals 
on the docks.
 

The festivities de-
-

rone, open with the historic procession of 

Civitanova. Charm and enchantment are 
guaranteed.
 

 Try the typical dishes 
of seaside restaurants, chalets and diners 

-
pus and chards!
 

 The local shoes and 

garments of famous brands in the well-k-
nown factory outlets in the area.

MaMa's tips
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sence of , dating back to the 
late 15th century and now being restored, is 
really imposing.
Going down through Via Oberdan several no-

, from where one can look up to 
the blue waters of the Adriatic Sea.
  
Here is the sea. Here is  
(Porto Civitanova), which immediately makes 

beaches, bike paths, also with art, history and 
architecture.
 
A few examples: , built 

framed  by , a majestic 
location of grand events.

bathing establishment called “Chalet Mirama-
re” was inaugurated and then destroyed by a 

years later, the  were 
built, two twin buildings in late Liberty style.
  
Highlights not to be missed are the 

, built immediately after World War I, 
and the Church of (Chiesa del 

Cristo Re), a modern construction, started  in 
1933 following the project of engineer Gustavo 
Stainer, the bell tower of which also acts as a 

.

(lit. Opening to the sea) is 
the right conclusion of this ideal path that from 

example of urban recovery that surrounds a 
large public area and is also the setting for va-
rious events. Other gems are the 

 (Santuario di San Marone), built on 
the site of the martyrdom of the Patron Saint, 
and the  
(Chiesetta di Santa Maria Apparente). Of fur-
ther architectural interest is the building that 
houses the  
(Biblioteca Comunale).

turismo@comune.civitanova.mc.it
posta@comune.civitanova.mc.it

Piazza XX Settembre, Civitanova Marche

@turismocivitanova.marche

photo by Luigi Gasparroni
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Colmurano

DISCOVERING THE VILLAGE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL STREET ART FESTIVAL

Colmurano is a natural and architectural little 

gem. It stands on a charming hill to the left of 

the spectacular Fiastra River valley, boasting 

a view that stretches from the Sibillini Moun-

tains to the coast.

 

The  of the town is te-

and by the tower, in defence of 

.

Passing through  (Ogival Por-

tal), built before 1200 and still almost intact, 

one can reach the 

(Chiesa della Loggia o 

Chiesa di San Rocco), also built before 1200 

and previously a shelter for pilgrims, and now 

used as Council City Hall. On its altar there 

is the fresco “Madonna in trono con ai lati S. 

Donato e San Rocco” (Virgin on the throne, 

with St. Donato and St. Rocco at her sides) 

commissioned by young people of the town 

in 1536.

 

Among the religious buildings, the 

 (Chiesa 

della Santissima Annunziata) is distinguished 

-

ral motifs, and for the presence of precious 

The world was not only created once, but every time an original artist has turned up. 
- Marcel Proust -

majolica basins in the facade. Inside, we can 

see a valuable fresco representing a Nativity 

Scene, dating back to 1560 and attributed to 

Giovanni A. De Magistris  from Caldarola.

 

, now a public washhouse, is 

highly suggestive for its original medieval 

wells and its beautiful fresco “Madonna con 

Bambino” (Virgin with the Child).

 

Finally, the 

(Chiesa Parrocchiale di San Donato), with a 

-

rived from a wooden banner representing 

-

attributed to Nobile da Lucca.

 

Absolutely worth a visit, the 

 (Museo della Memoria) is 

dedicated to   

caricaturist born in Colmurano. The museum 

collects the works of the brilliant artist, whose 

existence was unfortunately marked by a 

mental illness that had him hospitalized in 

production, characterized by exasperated 

Clowns, jugglers, magicians, acro-

and dancers are waiting for you at the interna-
tionally famous Colmurano Buskers Festival, 
and the International Festival of Street Art, 
which every year is accompanied by the Pizza 
Festival. There is also a competition of street 
poetry, exhibitions, shows and the amazing 
“market of unusual things”!
 

Throu-
gh Art! This incredible exhibition collects works 
by a brilliant artist, born in Colmurano, whose 
production, spanning between Secession and 
Deco, is characterized by an extenuated and 
elegant sign, pervaded by an explicit inspira-
tion to Modigliani. So much charm in his works!
 

 Bike lovers, this is the perfect 
place for you! Put your helmet on and go on: 
along the two kilometres of the local bike path, 
you will be surprised by the beautiful scenery 
and breathtaking view! 3, 2, 1... go!
 

 With a visit to the farm and than-
ks to the workshops for children, you will have 
the opportunity to live formative experiences 
together with the youngest members of the fa-
mily. This will help you fully enjoy the spirit, the 

enchanting village.
 

 Among the treasures to 
be discovered, would we ever forget food 
and wine? There are so many things to cho-
ose from: knowledgeable wines, paccucce 
(sun-dried apple slices preserved in wine) and 
donkey milk cookies, cold cuts, craft beer, ice 
cream, and typical desserts. Enjoy your meal!

MaMa's tips
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yet elegant lines, also includes the illustration 

called “Le adolescenti” (The Teenagers) by 

Mario Mariani, a scandalous novel that cost 

Ventura a sentence for public indecency.

 

Known well beyond the Italian borders, every 

summer in July since 1995, the 

, the Inter-

national Street Art Festival has been hosting 

performances by national and international 

street artists: clowning shows, juggling, ma-

 

The festival, which every year attracts 

thousands of visitors to the small village, 

also offers various events, from the literary 

contest “Poesia di strada” (Street poetry), to 

photography, art and painting exhibitions, 

and “Stravaganzia”,  a “market of unusual 

things”.

 

Obviously there is also the culinary art: 

since its beginnings, in fact, Artistrada has 

been accompanied by  (the 

), and the valuable local food and 

wine products are promoted with various 

initiatives throughout the year.

 

info@comune.colmurano.mc.it

@ComunediColmurano

photo by Mario Lambertucci

photo by Riccardo Cioli
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Corridonia

WALKING AMONG GREEN HILLS,
ARTISTS AND HISTORICAL FIGURES

Known in the past as Montolmo,  

of one of its most illustrious sons: 

representative who heroically died on the 
Karst during WWI. The city dedicated to him 
a  that preserves relics of his work, as 
well as , one of the 
most interesting examples of Italian rationa-
list architecture. Its most noteworthy feature 
is that it has grafted an ancient building pat-
tern in a modern urban environment, creating 
a metaphysical, but undoubtedly pleasing 
contrast. 

It is overlooked by the City Hall (Palazzo 
Comunale) and the  (Sala 
Consiliare), inside which, following a 
restoration, resurfaced an interesting mural 
painting that represents Mussolini on a 
horseback, commissioned by the regime 
to Guglielmo Ciarlantini, then damaged 
by a group of local anti-fascists after the 

the man, in a basement, is portrayed with 
a shotgun in his hand, he is about to fall on 
his back after being hit by the enemies. The 
statue is a work by Oddo Aliventi. On its left 

hero of the City, , a man of 

awarded with the Gold War Medal (Medaglia 

Whoever wants to know juicy gossip can meet the washerwomen at the well.
Chatting by chatting, they will tell everybody’s life, death and miracles.

al Valore Militare). It is also possible to visit 

 

the  (Chiesa di San 
Francesco), built around the year one thou-
sand by the Benedictines living in the mo-
nastery of Santa Croce al Chienti, one of the 
oldest in the town.
 
Then heading towards Piazza del Popolo, 
the splendour of -
lini strikes the eye - the patrician residence 
of the homonymous family, currently home 
to the (Pinaco-
teca Civica) and (Rac-

tempera decorations of extreme beauty and 
elegance.
 
Besides the exhibition, particularly striking 
are the works of Durante Nobili from Cal-
darola, the Morganti brothers, Francesco 
Trevisani, Giovanni Maria Morandi and the 
collection of works by Sigismondo Martini, 
to whom the homonymous  is 
dedicated.
 
The , built at the beginning 
of the 19th century by readapting the spaces 

Go visit this splendid 
panoramic building surrounded by gre-
enery, which in summer is the setting of 
San Severino Blues festival. A very pea-
ceful place!
 

The international CogisKart 
circuit is among the most important in 

and great champions who became true 
legends!
 

A walk in the calm scenery 
will let you discover numerous historical 
sources and largely recovered soil hou-
ses called “atterrati” (ground houses) 
scattered in the municipal territory. The 
paths amongst woods and ridges are a 
splendid opportunity for those who love 
cycling and pole walking and want to be 
fully immersed in nature.
 

Among the events that 
Corridonia offers, we should mention 

-
gs), “San Severino Blues Festival”, “Not-
te Gialla” (Yellow night), Christmas, the 
Carnival, the patron celebrations, and 
the historical re-enactment “La Contesa 
della Margutta”.

photo by Corridonia municipality
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and it was closed in 1904 to allow Sigismon-
do Martini to organize the great restoration 
works that, in a few years, gave the new buil-
ding a different appearance. In this context, 
it is worth mentioning the remarkable liberty 
fresco of the vault, executed by Martini “ac-

century.
 
In addition to its more recent history, Cor-
ridonia preserves beautiful and important 
traces of its medieval past: some defensive 
walls dating back to the 13th century survive 

-
portant are  and 

.
 
The city also houses several unmissable 
examples of sacred architecture. The -

 (Chiesa 
Parrocchiale dei SS. Pietro e Donato) was 

-
, on a structure of the 13th 

century, of which the crypt remains. It also 
shows a singular interior with three naves 
that, in their half, bent to generate the dome, 
and it houses the 
(Pinacoteca Parrocchiale), which houses pain-
tings from the 14th to 17th century. Worth 
of a mention are the painting “Madonna in 
trono che allatta il Bambino” (Madonna on 
the throne, nursing the Child) by  and 
“Madonna del Latte” (Madonna of the Milk) 
by .

 

Other notable buildings are the 
 (Chiesa di San Donato), which is 

peculiar for its shape and for the presence of 
the resting place in its interior. Also the -

(Chiesa di 
Santa Maria di Costantinopoli), characterized 
by the presence of  the  painting “Volto di 
Cristo” (Face of Christ), by Guido Reni.

Just outside Corridonia lies one of the most 

Marche region: the splendid
(Chiesa di San 

Donato del Chienti), located in the archaeo-
logical area of the Roman city of Pausulae. 
The two-storey building rises in a fertile plain 
and can be reached through an evocative 

grandeur.
 

-
servanza, known as  (the 
“Clogs-wearer”), and the adjoining 

 (Chiesa della 
Madonna dei Monti) stand on a hill 300 me-
ters away from the town.

m.sagretti@comune.corridonia.mc.it
labirinto@cheapnet.it

+39 0733 439 901
+39 331 533 1079

@CittàdiCorridonia
@InComune

photo by Corridonia municipality
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Esanatoglia

ALONG THE RIVER ESINO,
THE CITY OF THE SEVEN BELL TOWERS

Still enclosed today by the castle walls lap-
ped by the Esino River, which from here 
originates, the village of Esanatoglia, one 

around its main road axis, 
, from which a network of secon-

dary roads leads to the scattered districts, 

Located on the slope of a hill, this small 
town still maintains several medieval hou-
ses, as well as many other pleasant surpri-
ses such as the Tower, the 15th century fur-
nace and the narrow cobbled streets.
 

is the entrance to the “castrum” which 
opens onto Piazza Garibaldi. Here stands 
the  (Chiesa 

some adjacent buildings. Going up Corso 
Vittorio Emanuele you will find the 

 (Chiesa di 

from 1200 and the  
(Chiesa di San Marino). After that you will 
reach the oldest part of the castrum, on the 
summit of which there is

, dedicated to the 
patron of the town, St. Anatolia, housing 
a fully-functioning Malamini Renaissance 
organ, and it shines with its bell tower. The 
Church was most probably built upon an 
old pagan temple, as suggested by the 

… you feed and gratify yourself...of the  sound and the singing ... .
we come together in an Armony of Kisses...

- Carlo Milanuzzi da Santa Natoglia -

presence of a Roman stone set right in 
the bell tower and dating back to the first 
century A.D.
 
A little further on, , loca-
tion of the Town Hall, hosts a rather inte-
resting painting: “La cacciata dei diavoli 
da Arezzo” (The banishing of the devils 
from Arezzo), and other peculiar paintings 
created with different plasters (“a scial-
bo”). They depict a parade of Varano fa-

perhaps the only one able to portray re-
cognisably the seigniors of Camerino. The 
former  (Chiesa di 
San Francesco) is adjacent to the palace 
and houses the 14th-century frescoes by 
Diotallevi di Angeluccio, named “Pittore 
di Santa Anatolia” (the painter of St. Ana-
tolia). 
Descending, the 
(Fontane di San Martino) are a rare exam-
ple of still-functioning 14th-century hy-

wall, they also had an important defensive 
function: in case of siege they provided 
water for farming and cultivation inside 
the fortified citadel.
 

(The Crucifixion) is located above the main 
altar of the 
(Chiesa di Santa Maria Maddalena), a little 

Enjoy discovering 
the seven bell towers of the village with a 
dedicated tour, and visit “Lu Roccone” (the 
castrum fortress), an ancient watchtower 

 
Taste the “Frostingo”, a 

-
fer a savoury taste? Local savoury specia-
lities are stewed pork rinds with beans, 
mixed-pulses soups, saffron and tagliatelle 
with shrimp sauce.
 

Wonderful are the repro-
ductions of the ancient Renaissance cera-
mics of Santa Anatolia, that will show you 

of the craftsmen of the village.
 

Take “Le Vene” nature trail, follow 
the Esatrail trails while hiking or mountain 
biking, and abandon yourself with para-
gliding and hang-gliding from “I Tre Pizzi 
di Monte Gemmo” (the Three Peaks of 
Mount Gemmo).
 

 This is 
one of the oldest tracks in Italy. Located 
between two headlands, it has a rise-and-

unmissable gem for cross enthusiasts!

photo by Esanatoglia municipality
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treasure trove: it also houses two still lives of 
Flemish origin and a wooded chancel painted 
and depicted with scenes from the lives of 
the Saints. More 13th-century frescoes can 
be admired in the nearby 

currently housing the municipal 
care home.
Dominating the landscape there is “Rocca 
del Castrum”, an important defensive con-
struction of 1100.
 
The  (Chiesa di San 
Sebastiano), was founded as a branch of Pieve 
and as an oratory for the Confraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament (Confraternita del Santis-
simo Sacramenti). It was built in the 16th cen-
tury but the loggia in front of the portal dates 
to the later period.
 
Three remarkable buildings stand out in Piaz-
za Cavour: , whose Log-
gia dei Mercanti (Merchants Lodge) on the 
ground floor had an important commercial 
function, , fortified in 

, joi-
ned to the Church of St. Mary (Chiesa di Santa 
Maria), the only example of Futurist furniture 
for an entire house, built by Ivo Pannaggi in 
the 1920s.

There are two hermitages in the area: 
 and  (St. Cataldo and St. 

Peter). San Cataldo overlooks a rocky outcrop 
and consists of a tower, a small church where 
is kept the valuable wooden statue dedicated 
to San Cataldo, co-Patron of Esanatoglia. It 
also has a tiny bell tower and some rooms in 
stone. San Pietro can be reached by following 
river Esino upstream, near the founts, in the 
middle of a forest.
 
All around the village we can enjoy the mar-
vellous panorama of the valleys, that offer an 
abundance of mushrooms and truffles, and we 
can see the fields occupied by the vineyards 
in which the refined Verdicchio wine is pro-
duced. The recovery of saffron cultivation is 

very much present in the lands of Santa Ana-
tolia.
 

farming. The attention to biodiversity and 

gave the possibility to Esanatoglia to obtain 
, which certifies the en-

The entire territory of the village, then, is 
made to be discovered by bike and by foot. 
There is for example the path that, going up 
the main course of the river Esino, leads right 
to the hermitage of San Pietro. The nearby 
Mount Gemmo, instead, is a very appreciated 
destination by hang gliding and paragliding 
enthusiasts.

sindaco.esanatoglia@gmail.com
bibliodialtri@libero.it

@ComunediEsanatoglia

photo by iluoghidelsilenzio.it

www.valledelpensare.it

@Esanatoglia
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Fiastra

FROM LAKE FIASTRA TO GROTTE DEI FRATI,
FROM GOLE DEL FIASTRONE TO LAME ROSSE

middle of Fiastrone Valley, in the territory 
of the Sibillini Mountains National Park, 
730 meters above sea level, the village 
of Fiastra rises in an area full woods, pa-
stures and water. Water is a fundamental 
element:  surprises visitors 
with an amazing view - an ideal location for 
different sports and recreational activities.
 
From the shores of the lake, you can dive 
into the woods of the Sibillini Mountains 
through fascinating paths that lead to ma-
gnificent views. From here, one can reach 

of which is derived from a colony of Be-
nedictines who built their “convent” here 
around the year 1000. Moreover, Fiastra hi-
des one of the most spectacular natural en-
vironments in Italy, the name is 

 (Fiastrone Gorges), formed by 
the age-old erosive action of atmospheric 
agents on sedimentary rock. Starting from 
the lake we can reach  (literal-
ly, Red blades), spectacular and characte-
ristic pinnacle-shaped formations, created 
by the erosion of atmospheric agents.
 
Through the trail , that 
goes up to Diga del Fiastrone (Fiastrone 
Dam), one can admire most part of the ba-
sin and its various inlets, while in winter it is 
possible to engage in charming -

Perhaps the truth depends on a walk around the lake.
-   Wallace Stevens -

, take several 

a tandem  while being on top 
of magical landscapes with an instructor. 
You can give yourselves over to the very 
enjoyable , consisting of 
several paths suspended above the trees 
and connected by ropes or row a boat on 
the lake.
 
One can even try the ancient discipline of 
archery, or practice nocturnal 
while camping. The fireworks show above 
Fiastra Lake, every ninth of August, is also 
very exciting.
 
Right on the lake, on the south-eastern 
shore, the town of  was 
built around the homonymous church 
dating back to the 11th-12th centuries, 
which preserves 

 of the 13th century and 

Today Fiastra, a village of very ancient 
origins, is a town of great landscape 
value and full of architectural, artistic and 
historical surprises.
 
Very little of  (Castel-
lo dei Megalotti) is still visible. It was a 
group of buildings including the Podestà 

photo by 

They are best 
enjoyed from Colle di San Paolo, after 
a tour around the ruins of Castello dei 
Megalotti, and from Bel Vedere della 
Rufella, which can be reached through 
the provincial road that runs along the 
lake, or walking through the impressive 
Diga di Fiastra (Fiastra Dam).
 

They are amazing! 
They guard an intact, wild environment, 
without any signs of human presence. 
Access is only permitted with an 
authorised guide, for a maximum of 15 
people at a time.
 

 Do canyons exist in Italy? 
Yes! To discover them, one can set off 
from Ruffella or from the dam, and then 
walk for an hour, and there you are! 
How beautiful is this landscape of red 
limestone rock shaped by the erosion 
of the wind into blade-like spires?
 

A diverse and 
multicoloured landscape, to be 
appreciated in every season, and in 
which several spontaneous blooms can 
be admired - among them, many rare 
orchids. A joy for your eyes!
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residence, the General Council and the 
“Council of the nine men” (Consiglio dei 
Nove), that stood on the hill of San Paolo 
from before the ninth century. Over the ye-
ars, the houses and walls were destroyed, 
and today there are only a few remains of 
the two towers, the fortified tower and 
some parts of the fortress.
 
The  guards an archaeological 
collection of prehistoric artefacts found 
along the shores of the lake, while the 

(Santuario di 

interest. In its central nave, paintings from 
the16th and 17th century allow us to retra-
ce the history of the local church and the 
life of the saint, a Franciscan hermit, who 
was buried here in 1373.
 
The 

(Parrocchiale di San Paolo Apo-
stolo) was built in the 11th century in the 

rebuilt in 1924 on the remains of the an-

cient one. Inside, there is a canvas named 
“Conversione di San Paolo”, by Baciccia, 

most important painters, and a wooden 
statue in style from Abruzzo of 

 (Madonna with the Child).
The 

 (Parrocchiale di San Marco di 
Colpolina) has a five-nave crypt and a Ro-

century. The  (Chiesa 
di Rio Sacro), founded by the Benedicti-
nes in the year 1000 and recently restored, 
also contains important art pieces.

alcina@libero.it

+39 0737 521 12 

@ComunediFiastra

photo by Laura Torbidoni
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Fiuminata

AMONG AREAS OF INESTIMABLE
NATURALISTIC AND SCENIC VALUE

The natural environment is an astonishing 
resource for Fiuminata. In fact, several 
breath-taking naturalistic landscapes 
are located around the town: the 

 in “Le Spiante”, 

.
 
Fiuminata is indeed an excellent 
destination not only for those who love 

 and , but even for 
 and enthusiasts, 

who will feel right at home here. Once in 
the woods on the top of Mount Bordaino, 
they will enjoy an incredible view of the 

(Santuario della Beata Vergine di 
Valcora), which stands on the right bank 
of Potenza River, where in medieval times, 
there was the village of Sarracchiano, 
with a small church dedicated to Christ 
on the Cross.
 
The church was expanded over the 
centuries with the addition of a building 
used as a hermitage, that currently 

The landscape has no language and the light has no grammar,
but still, millions of books try to describe them.

- Robert Macfarlane -

consists of a single nave with a gable 
roof. Inside the apse, one can admire a 

of Loreto inside a small temple with two 

“Ecce homo”. All frescoes are from the 
second half of the 14th century, they 
were recently restored and attributed to 
Diotallevi by Angeluccio di Esanatoglia, 
he is a known painter of the mid-13th 
century,  to whom is dedicated the 

 (Cultural Heritage Storage) in 
, where numerous works 

of art (especially of secret subjects) are 
collected, coming from the churches of 
the territory.
 
The religious buildings, which are 
numerous in Fiuminata, make up the 

 
 

(Chiesa dei SS. Carlo e Martino) in 
 contains a 

17th-century organ. The 
(Chiesa 

di San Giovanni Battista al Castello), 

photo by Costanza Sesti

The territory of the village 
contemplates an incredible variety of 
landscapes. Set off to discover the many 
caves, founts, forests and grasslands, 

of the Potenza River.
 

 There are a lot of opportunities 

do you prefer to de-stress with hiking, 

accompanies hang-gliding and rock 
climbing?

 All incurable 

offers cheeses, meats, pulses, trout and 
three indispensable traditional dishes: 
spindoline (local tagliatelle), crescia 

three wonderful dishes was mentioned 
by Mario Soldati in the book “Vino al 
Vino”. Find out which one!

Do not miss 
Rocca di Santa Lucia (Fortress of 
St. Lucia), also called “di Laverino”, 
built in 1020, and the one in Spindoli, 
positioned on a high spur, presumably 
dating back to the fourteenth century 
and abandoned two centuries later. 
Enjoy then a picnic on the banks of 
Potenza river.
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from the 1900s, has a late-1300s facade, from 
the original building where the family heads 
of Fiuminata used to reunite. In its interior is 

font.
 
The 

(Chiesa di Santa Maria della Spina al 
Poggio) was so named because, according to 
tradition, it was built following an apparition 
of the Madonna to a deaf-mute shepherdess 
near a thorny bush. The 

(Chiesa di Santa Maria Laverino), 
the current building of which is the result of 
several construction phases, is almost entirely 
covered in old frescoes. The church also 
contains a painted panel from the 16th century 

Santa Lucia” (the Virgin, St. Anthony and St. 
Lucia).
 
La , founded 
in 1313 by Meruzio di Monalduccio of the 
noblemen of Somaregia, used to contain 
many frescoes, unfortunately already in a state 
of disrepair in the 16th century, as evidenced 
by the documentation of the time.
 
Among the jewels the town encloses, 
there is also the so called 

(fortress of St. Lucia), also named “di 
Laverino”, which was founded in 1020 and 
inhabited during the 12th century by Cavalca 
family, who erected a new building block for 
residential use in place of the original tower. A 
third building, more elegant than the previous 
ones, was then added in the 13th century.
 
Fiuminata, however, retains the remains of 

is (Fortress of Spindoli), 
fascinatingly positioned on a high spur, 
presumably founded in the 14th century and 
abandoned two centuries later.
 
The 
(Biblioteca Civica Mariateresa di Lascia) is one 

eponymous local writer, who was awarded with 
the prestigious Premio Strega in 1995 for the 
posthumous novel “Passaggio in ombra”, and 
founder of “Nessuno tocchi Caino” (“Hands 
off from Cain”), an international organization 

penalty.

+39 0737 541 22

 
Piazza G. Leopardi 1

photo by Silvia Pizzabiocca
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Gagliole

FROM THE DA VARANO CASTLE TO
THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

-
dings, and an important museum of natural 
history: the small town of Gagliole holds many 
surprises for its visitors.
This charming village is located between the 
valley of Potenza River and the mountains in 

-
ment shaped by the millenary human presen-
ce, which has left evident traces everywhere.
 
The village was part of the Duchy ruled by Da 
Varano family, who immediately after 1274 bu-
ilt a  in order to protect their territory. 

tower, surrounded by walls, features limestone 
and sandstone curtain walls.
 
Right next to the entrance to the ancient ca-
stle, the small (Chiesa 
di San Giuseppe) leans against the inner side 

-
es. The 
(Chiesa di San Michele Arcangelo), instead, 
still preserves of the original structure the por-
tal from the 14th century, with its terracotta de-

style, we can admire two side altars, made of 

On the way to San Severino Marche, going 
up a gravel road, one can reach 

(Hermitage of the 

I saw from my window a landscape that was already inside of me
and I felt an emotion that was already in the landscape.

- Eise Osman -

Madonna of the Bushlands), a complex con-
sisting of a four-sided portico overlooked by 
some monastic buildings and two churches. 
The oldest church is a Gothic building with 
pointed portals and cross vaults, featuring 
various frescoes from the 14th century attribu-
ted to painter Diotallevi di Angeluccio. Other 
paintings, now partly detached and preser-
ved in the Diocesan Museum of Camerino 
(Museo Diocesano di Camerino), date back 
to the 15th century and are attributed to an 
anonymous artist called Maestro delle Mac-
chie (Master of the Bushlands). In the other 
church, however, the apse preserves a large 
Signorelli-style “Assunzione” (the Annuncia-
tion) dating back to the period between the 
15th and 16th century.
  
Among the other buildings of great religious 
relevance, we should mention the 

 (Chiesa di Santa Maria 
della Pieve), called Pieve di San Zenone in an-
cient times. It is a building made almost enti-
rely of sandstone blocks, which houses a 16th 
century fresco named “Madonna con Bam-
bino” (Madonna with the Child). Then, the 

(Chiesa 
di San Lorenzo a Torreto) houses the original 
table of the venerated Madonna delle Mac-
chie (Madonna of the Bushlands) above a side 
altar. Also worthy of a mention is the wooden 
tabernacle dating to the late 16th century, 
above the main altar.

A hike 
in the Elce Valley allows visitors to see a 
part of nature that is barely polluted by the 
presence of man, taking the easy-to-follow 
nature trails that partly replicate the secular 
Franciscan path that linked Assisi to Loreto.
 

 Thanks to “Carta dei Sen-
tieri e delle Escursioni della Riserva Natu-
rale Regionale del Monte San Vicino e del 
Monte Canfaito” (a Map of the Trails and 
Excursions of the Regional Natural Reserve 
of Mt. San Vicino and Mt. Canfaito), you will 
get to know an incredible area that will sur-
prise and even guide you through the paths 
that characterise it, it is suitable for families 
and also experienced hikers.
 

-
-

stination? The knowledge of the evolution 
of life on Earth! All ages and periods are 
represented in this breathtaking exhibition 
space.

 It is an unmis-
sable jewel by Lorenzo di Alessandro from 
the end of the XV century. Nowadays, the 
aedicule is preserved in the nursing home 
“Chierichetti” in Gagliole, it represents the 
Virgin on the throne with the sleeping Baby.

photo by Gagliole municipality
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A priceless jewel in the village is the late-15th 
century is  (Ta-
bernacle of the Oakwood), by Lorenzo di Ales-
sandro. The so called “edicola”, now kept at 
“Chierichetti” Care Home, comes from a 
paint or roadside tabernacle near the district 

 
Gagliole is located within the -

(Riserva Naturale Regionale del 
Monte San Vicino e del Monte Canfaito). The 
CEA – Centre for Environmental Education 
(Centro di Educazione Ambientale Valle dei 

town and promotes the knowledge and use of 

(Museo di Storia Naturale) 
is also relevant. Funded by “Fondazione Op-
pelide”, it is located inside a 14th-century pa-
lace opposite the Rocca G. Varano. The mu-
seum displays numerous fossils and minerals: 
mesosaurus, an ichthyosaur, dinosaur eggs, 
amber-preserved insects, ammonites, ferns 
and Carboniferous leaves. This collection of 

m.storianaturale@libero.it

-
lution of life on Earth: the exhibition follows a 
chronological itinerary that, starting from the 

eras and sub-periods, up to today.
 

visitors to observe and study the territory in 
which the museum is located, as they provi-

of the surrounding environment on human 
settlements, as well as on their economy and 
cultural development.

photo by Gagliole municipality
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Gualdo

THE VIEW OF SIBILLINI MOUNTAINS,
THE ANCIENT VILLAGE AND THE BRUNFORTE MILL

-
glia and Falerone, the inhabitants of which, 
to escape the barbarians, sought refuge in 
the nearby mountains, and began to build 
their castles in elevated places. Its name 
derives from the Lombard word “wald”, 
meaning “forest”, and leaves little to guess 
on the charming natural landscape in whi-
ch the village is immersed. Gualdo offers to 
its visitors an incredible view of the Sibillini 
Mountains.
 
The medieval appearance of the village is 

14th-century walls, with sandstone curtain 
walls, and reinforcement towers, some of 
which were used in later centuries as pri-
vate homes.
 
Among the buildings that characterise the 
urban structure of Gualdo, the 

(Chiesa di San Savino) deserves 
a mention. Built in the 16th century and re-

Maggi, it features a Greek cross plan and 
a neoclassical-ionic style. Inside, we can 
admire the so called “Gonfalone del Rosa-
rio” (Gonfalon of the Rosary) by Alessandro 
Ricci, “Madonna con il Bambino e i Santi 

I drank God’s silence at the fount in the woods.
- Georg Trakl -

Giovanni Battista e Savino” (Madonna with 
the Child and St. John the Baptist and St. 

-
tima cena” (Last Supper), attributed with 
certainty by the most recent studies to 

stone bas-relief dated to the 17th century, 
representing “Madonna che offre il Bam-
bino ad un santo inginocchiato” (Madon-
na offering the Child to a kneeling Saint).
 
A notable 15th-century fresco is preserved 
in the 

(Chiesa della Madonna delle Gra-
zie), perhaps dating back to 12th century. 
The facade of the building is characterized 
by a beautiful sandstone portico, arranged 
on two orders. The 16th-century -

 is still there, although aban-
doned by the Minor friars at the beginning 

thing is its cloister, formed by twelve wide 
arches with a central well.
 
The municipal territory also hosts, on the 
left bank of Tennacola Torrent, the -

(Mulino Brunforte), dating back 
to the 13th century. The building is made 
of rough-hewn sandstone, typical of the 
place, and shaped like a tower, with draw-

still embraced by the 
14th-century walls, sandstone curtain walls 

will give you the chance to take a small and 
fascinating leap into the past!
 

 a monument to the life 

(Democrazia Cristiana), it collects over 5,000 
volumes and is accompanied by an extraor-
dinary newspaper library. Among its rooms it 
is easy to give yourselves over to the charm 
of culture.
 

 It pre-
serves an extraordinary history, it is located 

surrounded by greenery. However, it might 

artillery on all four sides!
 

Whether on foot, on horse-
back, or by bicycle, do not miss the plea-
sure of walks that will allow you to discover 
the magic of the village and the enchanting 
landscape that surrounds it.
 

 The delicious local products will 
make you stay at the table forever! Do you 
not believe it? Try the so called “ciauscolo” 
(dry cured smoked soft pork sausage) and 
the cheeses made according to the dictates 

and take them home!

photo by Gualdo municipality
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bridges, corbels, storm drains and embra-
sures on all four sides.
 
Gualdo is often linked to 

political movement, one of the founders of 
Democrazia Cristiana party, buried by his 
own will in the village cemetery. His house 
and are in Gualdo, and the 
archive includes a collection of over 5,000 
volumes, sorted by topics, accompanied by 
a newspaper archive that holds many ma-
gazines published or purchased by Murri 

half of the 20th century.
 

Thanks to its enchanting position and fa-
vourable weather, Gualdo is a popular sum-
mer destination, giving outdoor enthusiasts 
the chance to go hiking, mountain biking, 
or horseback riding. After any activity, the-

the typical products of the local cuisine. 
The cheeses made according to the dicta-
tes of tradition by the skilled hands of local 

panorama.
 
During the Christmas period, Gualdo hosts 
the representation of  
(Living Nativity), which takes place every 

streets of the old town of Gualdo are tran-
sformed into Bethlehem, and one hundred 

to life the most important event of the Chri-
stian religious tradition - the birth of Christ. 
During Easter, on Good Friday, there is in-
stead the so called , the sacred 
representation of the Passion of Christ, with 
highly emotional scenes.

info@comune.gualdo.mc.it

photo by Gualdo municipality

photo by Gualdo municipality



54

Loro Piceno

SAVOURING THE ANCIENT TASTE OF TRADITION
IN THE HOMETOWN OF VINO COTTO

The village of Loro Piceno stands upon the 
site of the ancient Castrum Lauri, on the right 
side of Valle del Fiastra, and gifts visitors with 
the sweetness of the surrounding hills, the 
serenity of the landscape, and the clearness 

to the urban system.
 
The  (Castello di Brunfor-
te) rises above the ancient walls. It jealously 
guards an extraordinary -

-
gs, so it is possible to enjoy the experience of 
going back to the past. 
The castle stands on the ruins of a Roman 
castrum, once the residence of the seigniors 

the Palace of the Priors (Palazzo dei Priori) 
and the “Palace of Justice” (Palazzo di Giusti-
zia, a courthouse), serving since 1692 as Mo-
nastery of Corpus Domini (Monastero Corpus 
Domini). The view that can be admired from 

(Victory Tower), an im-
posing construction measuring 21 meters in 
height, is splendid: from here, the view goes 
from Monte Conero to the Majella, from the 
Sibillini Mountains to the Adriatic Sea.
 
Religious architecture is also of high relevan-
ce: the 
(Chiesa di S. Maria di Piazza), dating back to 
the 1200s and built by Benedictine monks, 
has a trussed roof and frescoes dating back 
to the 15th century. The facade has a terra-

-
cess on the outer wall there is a votive fresco 
from the 15th century, called “La Madonna 
del Soccorso” (the Madonna of Perpetual 

- Giosuè Carducci - 

Help). The  (Chiesa di 
San Francesco), on the other hand, is cha-
racterized by stuccoes and golden details by 
Master Stefano Interlenghi from Montottone, 
and has a cloister built between 1430-1434. 
Inside the  

17th-century wooden altar and there are also 

 
The striking  (Palazzo Comunale), 
built by architect Pietro Agustoni at the end 
of the 17th century, is adorned with porticoes 
and it features a large decorated hall, from 

crystal chandelier.
 
The three museums in the area undoubtedly 
deserve a visit: -

(Interactive Museum of Lo-

(Museum on the Postal 
History of the 15 municipalities in the Moun-
tain Community of the “Monti Azzurri”) with 
a section dedicated to the study of philately 
and another to the exhibition of modern 

(Museum of the Two Wars) set up in 
the historic centre of the town, in the evoca-
tive rooms of the ancient granaries of Brun-
forte Castle.
 
Loro Piceno is the town that offers the highest 

 (a cooked, fermented and 
barrel-aged wine produced from the must of 

Here in Loro Piceno Vino Cotto 
is the king! Which is why the village hosts a 
museum that celebrates and highlights its 
production, and a festival that every year, in 
August, brings a lot of visitors to the town, 
enlivening its alleys with open cellars, tastings 
and shows!
 

A guided tour 

the excitement of returning to the 1600s and 
experiencing, between candles and pastries, 
an original and exclusive visit to the Monastery 
Kitchen of the Brunforte Castle, which ends with 
a convivial round of drinks in a winery in town. 
Available by reservation.
 

This church, of 
Benedictine origin, has a beautiful ogival portal 

remarkable frescoes, including an elegant 
“Madonna del Latte” (Madonna of the Milk) and 
a very special “Madonna di Loreto” (Madonna 
of Loreto, characterised by its black colour).
 

 It is the largest 
museum dedicated to the world wars in Central 
Italy. Thanks to its faithfully reconstructed 
spaces, uniforms, and original weapons, the 
visitor is immersed in the atmosphere of life at 

photo by Mattia Mosca
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local grape varieties) in the region, produced 

respected and handed down from generation to 
generation. The village dedicates a celebration 
every year to this extraordinary product, along 
with the so called 

for the Vino Cotto), there is also the renowned 

with vines and wheat, the event, held in August, 
is very much appreciated today. In recent edi-
tions it has been renamed , 
to emphasize the wide selection of events that 
vary from tastings to important cultural and tou-
ristic events.
 
The main aim of the festival is the valorisation of 

landscape, its museums and its cultural and envi-
ronmental offerings, thus creating an integrated 
tourist network.

comune@loropiceno.sinp.net

+39 0733 509 112

@ComunediLoroPiceno

www.viviloropiceno.com

@loropiceno

photo by Loro Piceno municipality



56

Macerata

THE “ATHENS” OF MARCHE REGION

Macerata, known because of its cultural viva-
city as the Athens of Marche region, is set on 
a beautiful hill and possesses all the charm 

by walls, drawn by alleys, and elegant in the 
architecture of the noble palaces.
 
The jewel of the town is , 
designed by architect Ireneo Aleandri as 
a sports pitch for the game of “palla al 
bracciale”(literally, “ball and cuff”) and 

theatre, embellished by an elegant succession 
of arches, with perfect acoustics allowing it 
to host fantastic events. In July and August 
there is the , a 
lyrical season appreciated worldwide since 

 festival, 
dedicated to Italian music, with both 
emerging singer-songwriters and famous 

 review, with concerts and 
famous international guests. 
 
The 17th-century 
(Palazzo Buonaccorsi) is a treasure trove 

halls, coffered ceilings and paintings of 
mythological subjects present give the 
building a sumptuous elegance that reaches 
its peak in the room called 

 (Gallery of the Aeneid). It 
houses the (Musei 
Civici), with collections of ancient and modern 
art, and also the  (Museo 
della Carrozza), an innovative exhibition 
that allows visitors to travel throughout the 
territory of the territory of Macerata in a virtual 
carriage. It also includes the fascinating “Sala 
degli Stemmi dei Catenati” (Room of the 

The essence of friendship is harmony.
With harmony, little things grow, and with great discord, great things collapse.

- Padre Matteo Ricci -

Coats-of-arms of the Catenati), and a whole 

futuristic 20th century  Ivo Pannaggi.
 
The  (Civic Tower) dominates the 
city, and on its 64-metre-high tower we can 
admire the , a faithful repro-
duction of the ancient machine designed by 
Ranieri brothers in 1571, which every day, at 
12 noon and 6pm, reveals a carousel with the 
Angel and the Three Wise Men.

At its side, the elegant , 

after the prestigious musician and composer 
from Macerata. The commission for the 
construction of the building was entrusted 
to the greatest theatrical architect of the 
time, Antonio Galli, known as Bibiena, 
whose project was later adapted by architect 
Cosimo Morelli.
 
Both buildings are set in the beautiful Piazza 

the 1504 
Lodge), the13th-century “

(Palazzo del Governo) and the 
ancient (Palazzo Comunale).
 
A symbol of the religious history of the city is 
the 15th- century  
(Duomo di San Giuliano). Close to it there 
is the breathtaking 

(Basilica della Madonna della 
Misericordia), one of the smallest in Europe, 

art pieces. Walking on, we also encounter 
the  (Chiesa di 

photo by Macerata municipality

Do not miss a sum-
mer evening under the starry sky at Sferisterio. 
Before enjoying one of the operas of the Ma-
cerata Opera Festival, enjoy an appetizer in the 

-
cause you can hear the opera everywhere in the 
city.
 

 treat yourself with a walk through 
the alleys in this village of houses of raw earth, 
home to an Ecomuseum that displays slices of 
life of the labourers who once populated the 
neighbourhood.
 

Dive into the historic 

all kinds will welcome you with typical speciali-
ties and excellent local wines. Live music, DJ 
sets, exhibitions, tastings and events take place 
throughout the year!
 

-
ce to take a carriage ride in Museo della carroz-
za in Palazzo Buonaccorsi: accompanied by the 
voice of a gentle coachman, off we go for a trip 
to the territory of Macerata!
 

 You will be left brea-
thless in front of the vortex of colours of the 
frescoes of the wedding of Bacchus and Ariad-
ne, between mythological stories and precious 
marbles. In the splendid Buonaccorsi Palace, 
there is also the noble hall that was used as the 

-
so” (in English, “Leopardi”, by Mario Martone). 
A must-see!
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and the (Chiesa di San 

of the 17th century.
 
Another important gem is the -

(Biblioteca comu-
nale Mozzi - Borgetti), which, with its 350,000 
volumes and priceless masterpieces housed 
in the precious rooms with decorated ceilin-
gs, is one of the most important in Marche 
region.
 

, a Jesuit humanist and 
missionary set off for a great journey of inter-
cultural dialogue with China, thanks to that 
he had the honour of being buried in Beijing, 
where his tomb can still be visited today. He 
is now recognised among our great historical 

 
A precious treasure chest of 20th-century ma-
sterpieces is , a museum-house 
that includes, among others, works by De 
Chirico, Balla, Pannaggi, Guttuso, Scipione, 
Morandi, and Depero.
 

(Museo di Storia Naturale), which 
includes stuffed animals and insects, col-
lections of shells, minerals, crystals and sto-

ever-changing surprises.
 
Outside the city walls there is the suggestive villa-
ge of , a restored neighbourhood of 

the ancient ruins of the Roman theatre of 
, an archaeological area once a 1st-century 

-
ces of which still remain today.
 
The cultural life of the city is extremely lively, many 
events are hosted during the year: Artemigrante, 
Macerata Jazz, Rassegna di Nuova Musica, Festa 

Libriamoci.

www.macerataculture.it
turismo@comune.macerata.it

@ComunediMacerata 
Macerata Estroversa

@ComuneMacerata

Comune Macerata
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Matelica

WELCOME TO THE CITY OF HONEY AND
THE HOMELAND OF VERDICCHIO

Nestled in the Esino valley, between Mount 
San Vicino and the Sibillini mountain 
range, where the  vines grow, 
Matelica is known for its wine production, 
as well as for its precious honey and for 

 
-

re) is the core of the town, and is dedicated 
to the founder of ENI, who lived here. In 
its centre lies a -

 with an octagonal shape, 
built in white stone and designed by the 

deities emerge from the central basin, and 
to them, locals have given affectionate ni-
cknames: La Sirena (The Mermaid), Mac-
cagnano, Biutino and La Veloce (The Fast 
One).
 
Some of the main palaces in Matelica also 
overlook Piazza Mattei. The 

(Palazzo del Governo) forms one 
joined complex with  (Munici-
pal Tower) and has a loggia dating back to 
1271, designed by architect Benincasa from 
Florence, with the assistance of Bruno da 
Fabriano. The  (Palazzo Comuna-
le), once owned by Scotti di Narni family, 
closely related to Ottoni family, was pur-
chased by the municipality of Matelica in 

-

Salvatore Rosa, while the so called Vergine 

Wine is one of the greatest signs of civilization in the world.
 - Ernest Hemingway -

Lauretana (Virgin of Loreto), patron of the 
city, is represented under the emblem of 
the town.
 
The Renaissance  was built 
in 1472 on behalf of Alessandro and Ra-
nuccio Ottoni by architects Costantino and 
Giovan Battista da Lugano.
 

numerous churches that preserve valuable 
pieces of art. Among them, the 

(Chiesa di San Francesco), stan-

15th-century art, while Our Lady of the -
(Cattedrale di Santa 

Maria Assunta) boasts a small and precious 

Giovanni Giardini, born in Forlì and known 

 
The (Teatro Comunale) 
was designed by the same architect of the 
Scala di Milano, , and 

orders of boxes plus the gallery, is impres-
sive for its great elegance. -

hosts the , 
pride of the city, which takes its name from 

-
nated in 1901 to the so called Capitolo del-
la Cattedrale, that is the organisation ma-
naging the Cathedral. Among the notable 
works preserved here, there are paintings 
by Bellini, Antonio da Fabriano, Francesco 
di Gentile da Fabriano, Salvator Rosa, and 

Have fun by participa-
ting to one of the most entertaining “rites” of 
the true locals: clear your mind and warm up 
your leg muscles…3, 2, 1 go! You have to take 

a characteristic and ambitious prize: the so 
called “patente da mattu” (“the crazy person 
license”)!
 

 It is a delightful village of about 
150 inhabitants, decorated with murals. 
Walking around the houses and barns, you 
can see colourful drawings by the students of 
the Academy of Macerata and the Academy 
of Brera, with the participation of artists from 
all over the world.
 

All the wonder 
and power of nature! This stunning fairy-ta-
le gorge, framed by the Natural Reserve of 
Mount San Vicino and Mount Canfaito (Ri-
serva Naturale di Monte San Vicino e Monte 

with life.
 

 The knowledge of a place 
goes without saying, also passes through 

then, you should indulge in the tasting of a 
good glass of Verdicchio! This white wine, 

origin) and DOCG (controlled and guarante-
ed designation of origin) labels, is actually a 
gem of the territory, as it comes from a native 

-
lity of its fruit!

MaMa's tips
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Carlo Maratta, along with precious silver 
pieces, and rare and valuable furniture. The 

 (Museo Archeo-
logico) should also not be missed: set up 
inside Palazzo Finaguerra, it focuses on the 
Piceni civilization, and displays rich gra-

Exceptionally interesting, also due to its ra-
rity, is the marble spherical solar clock with 
inscriptions in Greek, known as 

, dated between the 1st and 2nd 
century AD.

The village of 
an original open-air museum, with about 70 
murals by various artists painted on the hou-

 
Matelica is the setting of 

 (International 
Folklore Festival), a festivity where people can 
share their different cultures and religions, all 
united in a great show of music and colours. 
Every summer, the event features eight groups 
from every continent, performing traditional 
dances and songs from all over the world.

info@promatelica.it
urp@comune.matelica.mc.it

@ComunediMatelica

photo by  Andrea Agazzani

photo by Matelica municipality
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Mogliano

WICKER-WEAVING MAGIC ALONG THE TOWN’S ALLEYS
Mogliano stands on a ridge between 
the valleys Cremone and Ete Morto 
and enjoys a splendid panoramic view: 

Sibillini Mountains, to Mount San Vicino 
and Mount Conero, the view goes down 
to discover the rolling hills and olive 
groves that characterise the landscape 
of the area. Known in Italy and abroad 
as a handicraft centre, the town stands 
out for the production of objects and 
furnishings made by weaving 

, and for the crafting 
of different .
 
The village retains some traces of the 
ancient walls built by the will of Gentile 
da Mogliano in the 14th- century. On 
the medieval fortress, of which only the 
bastions remain, was built at the end 
of the 17th century the 

(Chiesa di Santa 

the following century. Outside the 

 (Ospedale S. 
Michele) and the so called  
in liberty style.
 
Entering the village through Porta Roma, 
visitors encounter the elegance of the 
17th-century and other 
residences that overlook the main street. 

Women in Mogliano say: what you can’t do today, you can do tomorrow.

Here, among other things, one can also 

(Chiesa 
di San Gregorio Magno), a building that 
houses three precious paintings by the 
painter Durante Nobili da Caldarola, a 
pupil of Lorenzo Lotto. Nearby, there is 

home of the homonymous family, now 
the Town Hall. The 

 (Chiesa di S. Maria in 
Piazza) and the ancient 

(Oratory 
of the Madonna of Mercy), which houses 
the  (Museo Arte Sacra Mogliano – 
Museum of Sacred Art of Mogliano), along 
with  (Apollo Theatre), are 

onto the amazing view of Via Regina 
Margherita (Queen Margherita Avenue), 
with a vanishing point towards Porta di 
Levante (Western Portal). Outside the 
walls there is the monumental 

(Chiesa 

(Chiesa 
di S. Maria Bagliano) and the 

 (Museo delle 
Terre Artigiane), created with the aim of 
enhancing the handmade production of 
the territory of Mogliano.
 
The recently-restored 

 It is surrounded by 
olive groves that dot the surrounding land-
scape, and it still preserves some traces of the 
ancient walls and fortress. Walking through al-

palaces that have hosted the most illustrious 
families of the town, up to Piazza Garibaldi. 
Teatro Apollo (Apollo Theatre) is placed in  
Piazza Garibaldi together with the Church of 

an altarpiece by Lorenzo Lotto. Outside the 
walls, be sure to visit the Museum of Sacred 
Art, where various works are kept. 
 

 “Mogliano 1744” is an enchan-

re-enactment that offers the visitor the story 
of the days when the troops of Marie Therese 
of Austria settled in the territory of Mogliano. 
Ready to relive the customs and traditions of 
the time?
 

 The single variety 
oil of Piantone di Mogliano is a must-try: deli-
cate, harmonious and balanced, with a yellow 
colour and light green hues, it is excellent, 

-
ment of attraction for the village is also its 
gastronomy, which stands out for its salami, 
the special “coppa di testa” (air-cured pork 
charcuterie), ciauscolo sausage, honey and 
very particular desserts.
 

Basket weaving is the oldest 
form of handicraft in the world. Do not miss a 
stop in the artisan workshops, where you can 

-
ducts created for you.

MaMa's tips
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Sacra di Mogliano), offers a selection of 
works gathered and displayed according 
to their churches of origin. In the rooms 
there are sacred furnishings, paintings 

by the paintings by Ginesino Domenico 

workshop of master goldsmith Antonio da 

Oratorio della Madonna della Misericordia 
and the so called 

(Holy Family with young St. 
John) by Innocenzo Francucci from Imola.
 
Since January 2017 it is possible to admire 
the altarpiece of the Church of St. Colomba 
(Chiesa di S. Colomba), by Durante Nobili 
da Caldarola, and the so called 

 painted by Lorenzo 

of the 2016.
 
It was the 16th of November 1547 when 
the Mogliano-born Giacomo Boninfanti, 
administrator of the aforementioned 

Venice to entrust him with the painting 
that was to be placed on the main altar. 
The manufacture of the frame, which 
he designed and had the Venetian 
Bartolomeo da San Cassiano carve, was 
included in the 130 gold ecus fee. In June 

able to pray in front of the new image 
that Caldarolese painter Durante Nobili, 
appointed by his master, assembled in the 
designated location. The theme of the work 
is “Apparizione della Madonna Assunta ai 
santi Giovanni Battista, Antonio di Padova 
Maria Maddalena e Giuseppe” (Apparition 
of the Madonna of the Assumption to St. 

info@comune.mogliano.mc.it

+39 0733 557 771

infopoint
+39 0733 557 730
+39 335 53 29 539

@ComunediMogliano

John the Baptist, St. Anthony of Padua, 
St. Mary Magdalene and St. Joseph): 
represented in the foreground, the saints 
address their prayers to the Mother 
of Christ, depicted above spectacular 
clouds between angels and cherubs.

photo by Mogliano municipality

photo by Mogliano municipality
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Monte Cavallo

A SMALL, GREAT GEM SET BETWEEN
THE SIBILLINI MOUNTAINS

Monte Cavallo, in the old town of which the 
remains of the tower and bell tower of the 
parish church stand high, owes its current 
name to the Napoleonic soldiers, who coi-

times the village was called Monsampolo.
 
It is one of the smallest towns in the pro-
vince of Macerata, but it is also the ideal 
starting point for many food tours and for 
a more “off-the-beaten-track” kind of tou-
rism.
 
Framed by the Sibillini, between rocky ri-
dges and high peaks, Monte Cavallo is a 

-
cated in Piè del Sasso, which stands at the 
entrance of a narrow gorge, enclosed by 
steep peaks. The other villages of the town 
are also worth a visit: in Pian della Noce, 
for example, lies the 

 (Chiesa di San Michele Ar-
cangelo), while the town of San Benedetto 
houses the , which 
was once a Benedictine abbey and still re-
tains parts of its original structure.
 
The area of Pantaneto, which houses the 

 (Chiesa Parrocchiale), is 
very interesting for its landscape. In Valca-
dara, the  (Chiesa di 
San Nicolò) is worth a visit, as it houses a 
golden copper cross from the14th-century, 

a fresco depicting S. Sebastiano (St. Seba-
stian) from the 15th-century, and also fre-
scoes representing the Annunciation, the 

to Paolo Da Visso.
 

some ruins belonging to the castle of “Val-
lis Caldariae”. A second Parochial Church 
(Chiesa Parrocchiale), which preserves a 
15th-century cross in silver plate, stands in 
Selvapiana.
Then there is the unmissable 

(Chiesa di Cerreto), housing a 
-

donna” by De Magistris. In Collattoni, the 
founts called  and are 
ideal destinations for pleasant walks.
Moving south from the village through 

climb towards the 
 (Chiesa della Madonna della 

-
ted exercise circuit, located at an altitude 
of 721 meters.
 
In summer, the main events are 

(Castrated lamb meat 
Festival – on the last weekend of July) 
and 

 (Bruschetta and 

Sunday in August). In addition to meat 

Being a scattered 
municipality, Monte Cavallo allows its vi-
sitors to discover treasures distributed 
among various locations, all rich in terms of 
landscape and architecture.
 

Venture into nature! 
Set between high peaks and rocky ridges, 
the territory of the village is rich in woods 
with tall trees often centuries old, like the 
beeches and the yew trees in the Pianotte 
Forest (Bosco delle Pianotte).
 

You can go on fasci-
nating excursions to the founts called Le 
Vene and I Trocchi, both located in Collatto-
ni. Numerous mountain bike trails are also 
available in the area.
 

 With Sagra del 
Castrato and Sagra della Bruschetta e del 
Formaggio Pecorino, the village will delight 
you with tastings of its typical products and 
take you to the discovery of  “I sapori dei 
Sibillini” with its itinerant gastronomic festi-
val.
 

 Wear your 

the Madonna of the Valley (Chiesa della Ma-
donna della Valle), you can devote yourself 
to the reinvigoration of mind and body, with 
a path immersed in the greenery, designed 
to enable outdoor exercise.

MaMa's tips
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and dairy products, they offer to the visitors 

to taste all the typical local products. These 
are two important events dedicated to the 

traditions, boasting a rich calendar of concerts 
and shows. Another recommended event is 
the itinerant gastronomic festival 

 (Treasures of the Sibillini).

It is also important to know that between the 
Municipalities of Monte Cavallo and Pieve To-
rina there is a mountainous area made up of 
pastures, meadows and woods, with a great 

-
(Na-

tural Reserve of the Mountain in Torricchio), 

periodically publishes the results of research 

the place.

info@comune.montecavallo.mc.it

photo by Monte Cavallo Municipality

photo by Monte Cavallo Municipality
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Monte San Giusto

A RENAISSANCE TOWN WITH A
LORENZO LOTTO MASTERPIECE

This small village, lying on a hill between 
the Cremone and the Ete Morto valleys, 
presents splendid panoramic views, and 
faces the Adriatic Sea.
 
The old town centre opens on a splen-

Bonafede desired so fervently that, 
once elected bishop in Chiusi in 1500, 
he transformed his hometown into a 
true Renaissance court. The bishop bu-
ilt , now the 
Town Hall, and an important architectu-
ral work whose central body is inspired 
by Palazzo Venezia in Rome, and whose 
courtyard recalls the one from Palazzo 

In the semi-basement there is 
the , where the so called 
“  is 

by Italian artists dating from the 15th 

Alessandro Maggiori. Within the 
collection, designs by famous artists 
such as Raffaello, Giorgio Vasari, Cavalier 

Giovanni Battista Salvi stand out.
The museum includes a so called 

 (Painting Gallery), which 

In Pope Julius’s times […], he built  from the foundation  a splendid
mansion, one hundred feet long for each side […] neither from Naples

to Rome, nor from Rome to Bologna such a palace could be seen.
- Monaldo Leopardi -

gathers works by Ricci and Fontana 

Cantalamessa (Cantalamessa Donation), 
which consists of numerous artworks, 
medals, drawings, and busts, and is 
named after the sculptor who created 
the so called “Monumento ai Caduti di 
tutte le guerre” (Monument to the Fallen 
Soldiers of All Wars), built in 1955.
 
Along Via Tolomei there is the Romane-

 (Chiesa 
-

tury mausoleum of the aforementioned 
Niccolò Bonafede is an important trea-
sure trove. The church, in fact, houses 
a masterpiece by  from 
1531, the so called (Cru-

and an alabaster “Madonna con Bambi-
no” (Madonna with the Child) of the fol-
lowing century.
Among the religious monuments that 
are worth a visit, there are also the 

(Chiesa di Santa Maria delle Panette), 

architectural features, and the 

currently closed and home to an 

 Guarded by the Church of 
St. Mary of Pity, this work by Lorenzo Lotto has 

-
tion of the Golgotha of the Renaissance” by 

art historians in the world, due to its strong 
dramatic tension. Ready to be moved by this 
piece?
 

- Well yes: this is what 
you are going to say the moment you try the 
shoes made by local artisans who, with great 
industriousness, give life to fashionable and 

all over the world for comfort and production 
value.
 

 Whether it is 
lunch time or dinner time, enjoy yourselves! 
How about starting with vincisgrassi (a tradi-

ending with maritozzi (sweet buns) and other 

Beware, though: do not forget to accompany 
it all with a glass of local wine!
 

Get yourselves a 
red nose, because this festival is truly ama-
zing! It is an international event promoting 
important social messages. During the last 
week of September, the festival animates the 
village with the art of clowning and showcases 
the great therapeutic strength of smiling!

photo by Mattia Orsili
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auditorium. The 
(Chiesa del Monastero), built in the 1600s, is 

spiritual exercises and retreats. The 
(Chiesa di Santo Stefano), 

commonly called , and 

century Callido organ and was rebuilt on the 
location of the ancient Pieve in 1772.
 

-
, built by Niccolò Bonafede 

 
The ancient feeling of this wonderful village 
is guarded by its 
by and
(two portals to the city), and by the tradi-
tional and characteristic  (festival 

celebration of Corpus Domini. A mixture of 
sacredness, faith and art, the solemn pro-
cession along the streets of the historical 

the realization of which is a commitment 
shared by everyone in town.
 

strong craft tradition, especially in the 
. In fact, the town is 

-
ted all over the world. There are numerous 
factory shops, where visitors can not only 
buy shoes, but also closely observe the ma-
nufacturing process.
 
Moreover, Monte San Giusto is also home 
to another very special event: the 

, an international clowning 
and clown-therapy festival that, since 2005, 

segreteria@comune.montesangiusto.mc.it

@VisitMonteSanGiusto
@ComunediMonteSanGiusto

is held during the last weeks of September and 
promotes the universally therapeutic value of 
laughter, conveying a strong message of pea-

Nose.

photo by Matteo Pipponzi Felici

photo by Mauro Salvatelli
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Monte San Martino

THE CAPITAL OF “MELA ROSA” IS A TREASURE 
TROVE OF WORKS BY THE CRIVELLI BROTHERS

Located between the Sibillini Moun-
tains, the green hills, and the blue ho-
rizon of the Adriatic Sea, Monte San 
Martino is perched on a rock spur at 
603 meters above sea level. The villa-
ge retains its four castle portals - Delle 
Grazie, Coccione, Parco Rimembranza, 
and Tornello - and dominates the valley 
of the River Tenna, allowing visitors to 
enjoy a breathtaking view.
 
A place full not only of enogastrono-
mical and natural treasures, but also of 
remarkable artistic jewels, such as the 
polyptychs by the 
and , housed 
in the Church of St. Martin the Bishop 
(Chiesa di San Martino Vescovo). This 
church is a splendid 13th-century Ro-

a hill, overlooking the town.
 
The  also houses 

Fedeli, and a Neapolitan-style altar, at 
the base of which some precious majo-
lica pieces stand out. Its bell tower, that 
rises above the apse, has the appea-
rance of a massive tower with a globe 
(literally, “onion-shaped”) dome, pro-

A seed enclosed in the heart of an apple is an invisible orchard.
- Kahlil Gibran -

bably dating back to the 16th century.

and 16th-century palaces. 
, which boasts a wonderful 

terrace with a breathtaking view of the 

, the construction of which 

, with its stone round-arch 
portal, home of the 

(Pinacoteca Civica), which 
houses the collection of Monsignor 
Ricci. It includes around 46 pieces, 
including paintings and bas-reliefs, 
furnishings and vestments dating 
back to the 17th century, as well as a 
collection of 17th century books.
 
The (Chie-

dates back to the 15th century, while 
the 
(Chiesa di Santa Maria delle Grazie) is 
located under a rock, a few hundred 
meters from the town. The interior is 
characterized by the presence of a sin-
gle nave and the altar in the back wall 
is dedicated to Santa Maria Maddalena 
(St. Mary Magdalen). On the left side, 
the three deep chapels are entirely fre-

 How many beautiful events does 
this village treasure for its guests? In April, there 

Sagra de Li Vincisgrassi (Vincisgrassi Festival), 
-

so (Celebration of the Holy Cross) animates the 
streets of the village. November, instead, is the 
month of “Saperi e Sapori della Mela Rosa” and 
Festa di San Martino Vescovo (a celebration of 
the patron saint).
 

The Church of St. Martin Bi-
shop preserves three important polyptychs: one 
by Girolamo di Giovanni da Camerino, one by 
Carlo and Vittore Crivelli, and one by Vittore Cri-
velli. Vittore Crivelli is the author of another im-
portant piece housed in the building: a triptych. 
While the historical organ is a work by Giovanni 
Fedeli.
 

-
This building is a bit like a necklace that 

marvellously showcases various artistic gems: a 
fresco attributed to Vincenzo Pagani, an oil on 
canvas by Giuseppe Ghezzi, another by Nicola 

both by an unknown artist.
 

This painting exhibition is hosted 
in the enchanting Palazzo Ricci and consists of 
the incredible collection of Monsignor Armindo 
Ricci, including 46 pieces among paintings and 
bas-reliefs, furnishings and vestments dating 
back to the 17th century. It is a must-visit!
 

Your palate will be grateful for 
-

cuterie, as well as for the cheese, ricotta, honey, 
Mela Rosa dei Monti Sibillini and pears!

MaMa's tips
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scoed: the first one is dedicated to the 
Visitation, the central one to Madonna 
delle Grazie, and the last one to the 
Holy Cross.
 
Other highlights are the 

, the so cal-
led  (Monu-
ment to the Eagle), erected in honour 
of the Alpini corps, and the so called 

 (Mo-
nument to the Fallen Soldiers of the I  
and II World War).
 

landscape and architectural beauties. 
Monte San Martino, in fact, is called 
the  because 
of the traditional cultivation of this fru-
it, to which is dedicated, in conjunction 
with the celebration of patron saint San 
Martino Vescovo, 

(Knowledge and Flavours of 
the flavourful Pink Apple of the Monti 
Azzurri”) taking place in November.
 
Now scheduled for its 14th edition, 
the famous festival aims at safeguar-
ding and promoting a true agricultural 
experience of the foothills area of the 
Sibillini Mountains, with the pink apple 
added to the  in 

-
derable cultural and touristic relevan-
ce, aimed at increasing awareness of 

and institutions.

prolocomontesanmartino@libero.it

+39 0733 660 107
+39 331 23 14 715

@ComunediMonteSanMartino
@ProLocoMonteSanMartino

www.prolocomontesanmartino.it

photo by Monte San Martino municipality
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Montecassiano

BACK TO THE MIDDLE AGES, “SVICOLANDO”
THROUGH THE WALLS OF “PALIO DEI TERZIERI”

It is one of , 
it boasts the so called  
(Orange Flag, a mark of the aforementioned 
award), and it seems like time has stopped within 
its perimeter.
 
In Montecassiano, in fact, time has not compro-
mised the compact late medieval structure of 
the town, and even today, it is possible to walk 
through its narrow streets, “piagge” and alleys, 
following a route that has remained unchanged 
since the 15th century. The old town centre is 
enclosed by the city walls and its roads are laid 
out according to the typical medieval urban plan 
called “onion leaves”. Thanks to that we can fol-
low the turn of the alleys, discover corners and 
characteristic little openings, look out from the 
walls and enjoy the sweetness of the surrounding 
landscape.
 

spectacular
Its 12th century original structure was completely 
reorganized three centuries later, and its interior 
hides a funerary stone in honour of Cassia Ore-

Aula Magna surmounted by a wooden trussed 
ceiling.

-
, home to the so called 

(Municipal Painting Gallery). 
-

Buratto, and an important panel, “Madonna in 
trono con Bambino tra i SS.Andrea ed Elena ed 
angeli musicanti” (Madonna on the Throne with 

The night falls through the town’s alleys, the street lights turn on,
transforming the surroundings into evocative, romantic silent paths.

- Rosanna Guarnieri -

the Child, among St. Andrew and St. Helen and 
angels playing music), by the Iberian painter Io-
annes Hispanus.

-
plex of the former 

 (Convento degli Agostiniani) with the an-
nexed and 

(Chiesa dei SS. Marco, 
Agostino e Madonna del buon Consiglio), the 
original nucleus of which dates back to the years 

-
gs from the 19th century are present in the cei-
ling of one of the rooms.

The precious 
 (Chiesa Collegiata di S. Maria 

Assunta) follows the gothic style. The facade is 
characterised by a white stone rose window and 
a single laced window. The bronze portal tells the 
story of the Montecassiano religious community 

Americo Luchetti. The interior has three naves 
covered by vaults upheld by octagonal pillars 
with simple capitals. The real masterpiece kept 
in this church is the painted terracotta altarpiece 
made by .
 
Three suggestive courtyards are among the 
most precious highlights of the town: 

 (Cloister of the Augu-
stine Order, St. James Gardens, Courtyard of the 
Order of St. Claire).
 
The (Chiesa di 
San Giovanni Battista), home to “Museo di Arte 

 Flowered corners, alleys, 

arrived to the village, you will embark on 
a journey through time and in a fairy tale 
that winds through narrow streets. Hold 
your camera and be ready to shoot!
 

Inside the Collegiate 
Church of St. Mary of the Assumption, you 
will marvel in front of the glazed and pain-
ted terracotta altarpiece by the Florentine 
Fra ‘Mattia della Robbia. The altarpiece, 
built between 1527 and 1532, is important 
not only for its grandiose, unusual dimen-
sions, but above all because it is the only 
reliably-attributed work of one of the last 
exponents of the Della Robbia Florentine 
workshop, very famous in the XV and XVI 
centuries for the production of majolica 
and earthenware.
 

time for refreshment: stop to taste Mar-

by the products of this wonderful land and 
do not forget to try the oil and the honey!
 

 The local 
wine is excellent. The so called “Sughit-
ti”, traditional puddings made in autumn, 
are delicious. Taste them: you will surely 
ask for the recipe! There is also an event 

of October.

photo by Michele Battista
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 (Museum of 
Sacred Art), preserves important silver pieces owned 
by Domenico and Antonio Piani from Macerata, and 
two busts of St. Cassiano. The religious architecture 
also includes the (Chiesa di San 
Marco), which was built in the last decade of the 14th 
century and was often used as a hall for the Council 
during times of war and plague. Moreover, we have 
the  (Chiesa di Santa Cro-

In the same year, the Municipality decided to build a 
new church worthy of housing the relic of the Cross, 
preserved in a small chapel. The so called “

 (Oratory of St. Nicolò), dating back to 
the 13th century, houses in its bell gable one of the 
most ancient bells in Marche region, while the -

 (Chiesa dei SS. Filippo 
e Giacomo) was originally part of a larger complex, 
used as a hospital and run by “Confraternita dei SS. 
Filippo e Giacomo” (Confraternity of St. Philip and St. 
James).
 
Speaking of  - Montecassiano is in a 

seven active confraternities, together with a dedica-
ted museum that contains liturgical and processional 
material.
 
Another surprise for the visitors is located right outsi-

 (Parco 
del Cerreto), a small green island near the city walls, 

herbarium and a picnic area.
Many festivals liven up the small village, among whi-
ch stands out , that, in the second we-
ekend of June, gathers street artists, musicians and 
actors, as well as . The so called 
Palio is a historical re-enactment held during the third 
week of July.

-
mated by four hundred actors taking part in the histo-
rical parade, as well as in peasant competitions, the 
archery duels, and the joust of the knights. 
The musical tradition is also long-standing, it has lead 

segreteria@comune.montecassiano.mc.it

(from march to october)

+39 320 74 04 643

Guided tours

photo by Mattia Mosca

photo by Montecassiano municipality
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Montecosaro

A SMALL CASTLE 
IN A FAIRY-TALE VILLAGE

The name comes from the Latin “Mons Cau-
sarius”, “place of the cases”, because in its 
highest point, just where  used to 
stand, the praetor and the court of justice 

Montecosaro, one of -
, located on a hill overlooking 

the valley of the river Chienti.
 
We can enter the village while falling in love 
with the succession of countryside and hills, 
a view to which the City has also dedicated 
a 
(“Through cool valleys”), ideal to be taken 
on foot or by bike. Portals, bell towers, small 

walking through the village we have the fee-
ling of being in a fairy tale.
 
All things considered, Montecosaro is 
a small castle: the old town centre is 
surrounded by a well-preserved city wall 
and one of the ancient medieval entrances, 

has been preserved.  
was built around the portal, and is now 
home to a museum named 

, the only permanent 
national exhibition exclusively dedicated to 
cinematographic advertising graphics.
The nineteenth-century -

 (Historical Municipal 
Theatre of the Lodges) is a small stylistic and 
architectural gem by a horseshoe-shaped 
structure, lacking a gallery. Near the thea-
tre, there are the 

(Collegiata di San Lorenzo) and 
the CAM. The acronym stands for -

, which in-
cludes the Church of St. Augustine (Chiesa 

I have never left Montecosaro… now they are going to make me patron,
they are  going to name a road after me!

- Simone Scipioni, seventh Italian Masterchef -

-
-

res of faith such as St. Nicholas of Tolentino, 
who lived there for about a year. The current 

is also part of the C.A.M.: it is a 
former Augustinian convent with over 700 
years of history. The building houses -

 (Fossils Museum), the Pe-
(Pinacoteca 

Peschi - Graziosi), a collection of works of art 

and journeys, and a 

 
The enchanting , a no-
ble residence probably dating back to the 
seventeenth-century, was built near the wal-

, 
built by the homonymous Venetian family, 
and , built around the 13th 
century, which was formerly known as Palaz-

-

 
The  (Chiesa di San 
Rocco) was built at the entrance of the 
village in 1447, as a vow by the people of 
Montecosaro affected by a serious plague. 
In 1576 it was embellished with the magni-

apse arch, created by Simone de Magistris 
from Caldarola. Documents attest the exi-
stence of the 

year 1000, while the  (Chiesa 
delle Anime), in its present form, dates back 
to 1766.
 
The  (Giardini del Casse-
ro), an urban park that in the past had very 

- Hungry? Taste the typical fruit of this 
territory: it is considered by experts and 

gastronomy and one of the diamonds of 
the entire national agricultural sector!
 

 Travelling through time is 
possible! In July, Montecosaro returns to 
the early 50s for two days, and we can 
breathe in the old-fashioned country at-
mosphere between rediscovered dishes, 
ancient crafts and live music.
 

 Oe-
nology and art: what a wonderful union! 
Every year, in November, wine becomes 
the protagonist in the streets of the villa-
ge, in a path that connects this extraordi-
nary product to history, art, music and, of 
course, taste.
 

 -  
for the big screen! This incredible exhibi-

-
-

history of cinema across the world!

photo by Giuseppe Tagliento
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different functions from the current one, 
absolutely deserve a visit. In fact, the green 
area is located in the perimeter of an ancient 
fortress that was one of the most important 
in the Chienti River Valley and in all the area 
of Macerata. Already before 1000, on this hi-
ghly strategic site, defensive structures were 
built to control the commercial routes. The 
Cassero today is a splendid green space 
from which a panoramic view unfolds along 
the tree-lined avenue, the bends of the river 
Chienti and endless wavy hills.
 
Two other wonderful religious buildings rise 

 (Chiesa della Madonna di 

and sunny site, where a votive shrine was 
built around the middle of the 16th century, 
and what is probably the most suggestive 
monument of Montecosaro – the 

 (Basilica di 
Santa Maria a piè di Chienti). It is conside-
red as one of the most beautiful examples 

two-storey apse. It preserves fragments of pre-
cious 14th-century frescoes.
 
In July, the historical and gastronomical re-enact-
ment  (lit. “strolling 
while tasting”) animates the town centre, making 
it go back to the life and traditions of the 1950s.
 
An interesting trivia: Montecosaro is the ho-
me-town of Simone Scipioni, winner of Master-

photo by Roberto Postacchini

info@comune.montecosaro.mc.it

+39 0733 560 711

@ComuneDiMontecosaro

@montecosarotourism
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Montefano

ON THE GENTLE HILLS OF MARCHE REGION,
THE BIRTHPLACE OF POPE MARCELLO II

“Montefano, one of the many small and be-
autiful villages in Marche region, lies gently 
on the top of a hill, like a steamer on the sea”: 
this is how dialectal poet Amilcare Cristallini 
described his city. The blue of the Adriatic to 
the east and the majestic Sibillini Mountains 
to the west place the country at the centre of 
a beautiful landscape.
 
Moving from the central Piazza Bracaccini, 
overlooked by the

(Collegiata di San Donato), the 
imposing 
and the former  (Palazzo Comuna-
le), continuing along the ancient walls of the 
village and passing the elegant 

Consalvi family), today belonging to the Pal-
lotta della Torre del Parco family, and turning 
the corner, at the end of the charming street 

. Here was 
born, in 1501, Marcello Cervini, known as 

importance who carried out the crucial Coun-
cil of Trento with perfect mastery and intel-
lectual capacity.
 
In the street nearby stands the small 

(Chiesa di 
Santa Maria Assunta in Cielo), dating back 

two ancient paintings: the valuable 16th cen-

All I wanted was just a hill where I could lay down.
- William Faulkner -

tury canvas “Madonna col bambino e Santi” 
(Madonna with the Child and Saints), of the 
Venetian school, perhaps made by Antonio 
or Jacopo Palma, a disciple of Titian, and 

the Virgin Mary, 1569-1570), likely authored 
by Simone or Giovanni Andrea De Magistris.
 
Walking towards the gardens that the lo-

 (Chiesetta di S. Anto-
nio), a small building which houses the pain-
ting “S. Giovanni Decollato” (St. John the 

-
rino, and the interesting “Catafalco or Cata-

procession along the streets of the town on 

 
Returning to the centre,we can see the 

(Chiesa di San Filippo Benizi, 1703) and the 
Servita Convent (Covento Servita, 1667), to-
day the illustrious location of the so called 
Centro Studi Biblici G. Vannucci (Centre for 
Biblical Studies “G. Vannucci), a real treasu-
re chest housing the 

 (Museo di 
Arredi Religiosi e Preziosi Tessuti) in its un-

testimony of Marche region based embroi-
dery art.
 

 White smoke! Pope Mar-
cello II was born in Palazzo dei Priori in 
1501. He was a personality of great intel-
lectual capacity and the protagonist of 
the Council of Trent.
 

La Rondinella Theatre is 
an unmissable pearl: designed by engi-
neer Tombolini, formerly technical direc-
tor of La Fenice Theatre in Venice, the 
building is a marvellous hymn to the Li-
berty style. From the frescoed ceiling, by 
painter Bruschi, peek out Muses Thalia 
and Melpomene, patrons of comedy and 
tragedy, and Euterpe and Terpsichore, 
who inspire lyrical poetry and dance.
 

 Ready to relive the cu-

During the days of Palio delle Contrade 
(Palio of the Neighbourhoods), in July, 
Montefano returns to the grandeur of the 
Golden Age!
 

All the charm of the sea-
son is contained within this event, which 
is held every October and is dedicated 
to local craftsmanship, wine and gastro-
nomy.

photo by Montefano municipality
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After admiring the so called  

the medieval period, along Via Carradori visitors 
can see the most beautiful and ancient buildings 
in the town, where the famous star photographer 
Arturo Ghergo was born. Among these, there is 

, now the location of the 
Town Hall.
 
The most important symbols of the village are the 

 (Collegiata di 

here, it is possible to see the ancient painting 

Annunciation by Michael the Archangel, 1550-

back of the door, a curious memorandum of the 
sound of bells for the sacristan, probably illitera-
te. This is undoubtedly the jewel of the town, a 

-

Virginio Tombolini, former technical director of 
the “Teatro La Fenice” in Venice, created a whole 
hymn to Liberty architecture. 
He also replaced the old wooden framework with 
a bold iron armour and cast iron columns – an 
amazingly innovative choice. On the ceiling there 
is a depiction of the Muses by painter Perugino 
Domenico Bruschi.
 
On the outskirts  (Veragra Park) is 
worth a visit: here are located the rediscovered 
fonte Chiara, fonte Torciano (two wells), and the 
ruins of the ancient Municipium.
 
In this village immersed in sparkling and lush 
nature, the olive trees grow majestic and robust 
on the enchanting hills, and the vineyards and 
honey production play leading roles. Many 
are the events that animate the village. In July, 
for example, during the so called 

 (Palio of the Neighbourhoods), the 
years of the Golden Age come to life, thanks 

photo by Renato Ribichini

photo by Montefano municipality

info@prolocomontefano.it
segreteria@prolocomontefano.it

+39 331 12 01 33 13

www.prolocomontefano.it

moving through the streets of the historical centre. 
In October, with the event called 

 (Autumn Flavours Fair), the tasting of 
traditional dishes is the protagonist:  vincisgrassi (a 
type of lasagne), polenta, grugni (chicory) and more, 
accompanied by renowned wines and excellent 
local olive oil. Finally, during Christmas period, a 
spectacular is set-up in the charming 
streets of the historical centre.
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Montelupone

A TOWN OF COUNTLESS TREASURES,
LIVING IN THE NAME OF ART

Thanks to its well-preserved artistic heritage, 
Montelupone was awarded with the so cal-
led  (Orange Flag) as 
one of  
The town preserves its castle walls, four en-
trance portals, original stone paving, the so 
called  (a crenellated watchtower 
overlooking the valley of the Potenza River, 
what remains of the ancient keep) and the so 
called , a perfectly 
intact large 15th-century ogival arch.
 

 (Palace of the Podesta, 
or Chief Magistrate) dominates Montelupo-

 (the municipal tower, which di-

clock, and the large bronze-cast bell. The bu-
-
-

cola ed il popolo monteluponese” (Christ on 
the Cross with St. Nicholas and the people 
of Montelupone), a devotional interpretation 
of the Counter-Reformation expressive style. 
The  (Pinacoteca 

-

works created by artists closely related to it.
 
Indeed, as explained by Prof. Stefano 
Papetti, “the artistic heritage enclosed within 
the ancient city walls shows that in the past 
centuries […] Montelupone has hosted artists 
of great renown, invited by religious orders 
or by clients of the local patricians, eager to 
emulate what was happening in the most 

The artichoke | with its tender heart | dressed as a warrior, silent,
built | a small dome; | it was preserved waterproof | below | its scales.

 - Pablo Neruda -

this, we can just look at , 

which preserves the cycle of the painting 

by Biagio Biagetti. Also the 
(Chiesa di San Francesco), in late 

choir, four stucco statues of the theological 
Virtues from 1752, and a 1753 organ. The 
splendid “Madonna del latte” (Madonna of 
the Milk) by (1525) used 
to be located on the main altar.
 
In the (Chiesa di San-

centuries, and home to the ancient convent 
of the Poor Clares, we can admire the 1796 
inlaid doors by Cristoforo Casari and the 
large canvas “Annunciazione della Vergine” 
(Annunciation of the Virgin), a copy of the 

Inside , built on a 
pre-existing medieval structure, we can visit 

(Room of the Municipal Council), which featu-
res some stucco decorations in both the walls 
and the ceiling. Today the Town Hall houses 
the  

 (Museo Demo-An-

 is home to the
 (Museo Storico Fo-

pieces.

What a great hospitality! Excep-
tional guides, all volunteers, will accom-
pany you through doors, alleys, and 
buildings, narrating the village life and re-

 
 A 

jewel that nicely reveals to the visitor the 
features that differentiate it from the other 

-
asure of discovering them to you!
 

 Mouth-watering 

(April/May), this wonderful vegetable can 
be eaten raw, fried, baked, as a condiment 
with various types of pasta, or in an ome-
lette, according to ancient local recipes.
 

 Do you want to 
take home a piece of the village? The lo-
cal oil can be purchased directly from the 
producers, as well as artichokes and local 
honey, wine and handmade cold cuts.
 

Palazzo Bordoni, an an-
cient eighteenth-century building, houses 
the Historical-Photography Museum, a pla-
ce of excellence for the knowledge of the 
art of photography. Treat yourself to a visit, 
you will not regret it!

photo by Giovanni Mariotti
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Then there are , likely by ar-
-

gner, a noble building that, like almost all of the 
ancient dwellings of the historical centre, preser-

, which includes a garden near the high 
, where, in 

illustrator, he was considered one of the most 

 
There is more: 

-
are just some of the 

other remarkable buildings that embellish Mon-
telupone.
 
Not far from the centre, the 
(Abbazia di San Fiumano) was built in the 9th 
century, and hosts an enchanting crypt with the 
relics and a polychrome terracotta statue of the 
saint.
A product symbol of the city, today also pro-
tected by Slow Food, is the  that has 

days of May. It attracts thousands of visitors in 
every edition and offers typical dishes based on 
this vegetable.

 (Medieval Monte-
-

stival that spans across the entire old town, 
with dozens of costumed actors and typical 
medieval street food. A major role in the villa-

to which every year, during the last weekend 
of August, the famous  event is 
dedicated.

photo by Giovanni Mariotti

photo by Giovanni Mariotti

photo by Giovanni Mariotti

protocollo@comune.montelupone.mc.it

+39 0733 224 911

+39 349 69 35 275

www.lavalledelpensare.it
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Morrovalle

AMONG CHURCHES, PALACES AND FESTIVALS,
IN THE TOWN OF THE EUCHARISTIC MIRACLE

Morrovalle stands upon one of the many hills 
surrounding the valley of Chienti River, not far 
from the Adriatic Sea. Its historic centre retains 
a medieval appearance, with the ancient ac-
cess gates and the typical features of villages 
built around the year one thousand.
 
There are many examples of civil architecture: 

(Palace of the Chief 
Magistrate), on the top of which ghibelline 
battlements are still visible, dates back to the 

 (Town Hall and Municipal Tower), with 

, with its facade prospect in 

Vincenza Roberti hosted Roman poet Giusep-
pe Gioacchino Belli. Also , in 
Gothic style, home to the 

 (Museo Civica Pinacoteca). 

tables and canvasses from local churches da-
-

ding a painting called “Madonna del soccor-
so” (Our Lady of Perpetual Help) attributable 

-
ture is that the series of portraits of illustrious 
men, deriving from a 16th century collection 
by humanist Paolo Giovio, have a correspon-

Painting Collection in the town of Fermo. Of a 
large interest are also some objects belonging 

run as a charity typical of the European Renais-
sance, founded in 1475.
 

, once a convent of the 

Then I might as well stay here, wait, and look at the hill. It is so beautiful.
- Umberto Eco -

Augustinian Order, was built in the 17th cen-
tury and its construction, along with that of the 
large internal staircase in pink marble, is attri-
buted to Vanvitelli, while the 

 (Santuario della Ma-
-

nally a small temple and houses the remains of 
Pier Francesco Greci.
The 17th-century 

-
stic Madonna in leather dating back to the end 
of the 13th century.
In the basement of the former 

 (Convento dei Padri Agostiniani) 
there is the 
(Museo Internazionale del Presepio), which 
boasts a large collection of pieces of various 
sizes and origins, with over 500 Nativities built 

shape, size, and material. Very special and im-
pactful are the -

(Oratorio del Santissimo Sacramento), 
dating back to 1544, the -

 (Antiche Fonti) and  
(Angolo Paglialunga), a very characteristic and 

-
 (Romagnoli House) should also be part 

presence of Dalmatian craftsmen in the area, 
who worked for Venetian clients. The 

 (Convento dei Frati Cap-
puccini) and the  
(Convento dei Padri Passionisti), in Contrada 
Giannino are also worth a visit.
 
The  
(Chiesa di San Bartolomeo Apostolo) should 

Made of every 
material, dimension, shape, there 
are over 500 pieces hosted by the 
International Nativity Museum, an 
exhibition that welcomes many visitors 
every year!
 

 If 
they have this name, there must be a 
reason! And indeed, every panoramic 
tour on their heights gives a breath-
taking view of the village framed by the 
gentle hills of Marche region.
 

Is it time to shop? The 
wines and olive oil produced by local 
farms will always enhance the dishes 

leather goods, on the other hand, will 

 
 Do not 

miss one of the most awaited summer 
events in Morrovalle. A festival fully 

you will be able to taste while strolling 
along through the old town centre, 
under the shining stars.
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also be seen, with its elegant and slender bell tower, 
rich in pilasters, frames and Ionic style capitals.
 
The religious history of Morrovalle dates back to 
very old times and is linked to an important, not 
really famous, event - the . In 

-
vent of the Franciscans, or Friars Minors, (Chiesa del 
Convento dei Frati Minori Francescani), a consecra-
ted host was found intact in the rubble, while the 
silver pyx that contained it and the tabernacle had 
been completely burned. After a canonical process, 

cardinals and the drafting of a report, Pope Pius IV 
-

lous event. Over time, unfortunately, the host has 
been lost, but the spirit of the Eucharistic miracle 
still survives today in the Morrovallese community, 
which every year, on April 27th, recalls the event 
with the characteristic  (Feast of 
the Pardons).
 
Morrovalle, however, is also one of the most 
productive centres of the footwear district of 
Fermo-Macerata, thanks to the many 

 in the area. Morrovalle is also 
recognised on a national level as the

and as home to  (lit. “Glasses 
full of stars”), an event that animates the historic 

falling stars. In May, there is also the event called 

 (Festival 
of the vincisgrassi made by the “vergare”, or 
traditional homemakers), which pays tribute to 
one of the typical dishes of Marche region and 
Macerata.
 
Other unmissable events are the 

set up along the streets of the old 
town on two dates, in December and January, 
and two music festivals, the and 
the

prolocomorrovalle@virgilio.it

Pro Loco Morrovalle
+39 0733 222 913

Pro Loco Trodica
+39 342 06 34 737

@ComunediMorrovalle
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Muccia

STROLLING AROUND THE ANCIENT WATER MILL
AND THE HERMITAGE OF BEATO RIZZERIO

Since ancient times, Muccia has been a 
natural place of passage and rest for tra-
vellers. In the Middle Ages it was called 
Mutia, and it was in a strategic location for 
the processing and trading of grains. Le-
gend has it that Roman hero Muzio Scevo-
la gave his name to this village, which cer-
tainly already existed in pre-Roman times.
 
Due to its favourable position, along the 
banks of the Chienti River, Muccia beca-
me the location of an important system of 
grain mills during Da Varano lordship. An 
ancient water mill remains as evidence of 

since 1502. It remained active until the 

construction of the castle named 
, a medieval fortification ac-

cessible by foot in the village of Massapro-
foglio, whose ruins are still visible. There 
are also traces of the so called 

(Massa Tower), another fortification 

 
Near the cemetery, the 

 (Chiesa di Santa Maria 
di Varano) protects under its characteristic 
beamed roof valuable works by Andrea de 
Magistris. On the other side, the story of 

Great things happen when mountains and men meet.
- William Blake -

the 
(Santa Maria di Col de Venti) is connected 
to a legend. Built at the beginning of the 
16th century on a ridge at 750 meters 
above sea level, it is said that the Chur-
ch was erected where a table depicting a 
“Madonna col Bambino” (Madonna with 
Child) had been left by two pilgrims who 
were carrying it to Rome and were forced 
to stop there due to the strong wind.
 

, instead, was inau-
gurated during the first half of the 17th 
century by Cardinal Angelo Giori, original-

Master of the Apostolic Chamber during 

three bees, is recurrent. The building pre-
serves a wall drawing by Bernini - the por-

 

territory, the 
 (Eremo del Beato Rizzerio), 

located 730 meters above sea level, 
immersed in the peace and green of the 
woods, is of primary importance.
It was erected on the tomb of Blessed Riz-
zerio, a friar born in Muccia who was one 

A tour through its narrow 
streets will leave you enchanted and lead 
you to the discovery of architectural jewels 
and really moving views of the landscape.
 

 This district of Muccia is 
-

ve sea level. To immediately understand its 
charm, just stop for a moment and read the 
sign placed at its entrance, it says: “The town 
where the children still play on the streets”.
 

Of great historical and sce-
nic interest, this hamlet presents its visitors 
with the pleasure of discovering an ancient 
village, in which the charm of the past and 
the natural beauties combine in perfect har-
mony.
 

yourself to walking, trekking or mountain 
biking: devote yourself to your well-being, 
relax and, at the same time, enjoy the fasci-
nating landscape.
 

Hungry? Renowned are the different 
types of meats that are produced in the ter-
ritory, among which the famous “morbido 

-

 
 Are you looking for souvenirs? 

Take a look at the many handcrafted leather 
goods! Are you longing for high altitude in-
stead? Muccia will also allow you to dedicate 
yourself to the purchase of technical clothing 
for all mountain sports.

MaMa's tips
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of the closest followers and companions 
of St. Francis. Devoted to a life of poverty 
himself, despite his noble origins, he reti-
red to lead a hermetic existence in a cave 
in the hills, where he died. Once the local 
Church of St. James (Chiesa di San Giaco-

Professor Cesare Lami, surgeon and de-
votee, found the cave and the sepulchre. 
The church, today a sanctuary, was rebuilt 
around the traces of the ancient founda-
tions, together with a tower, the chipped 
edges of which contrast with the structu-

futility of rich material goods, opposed to 
the solidity of the cross of Christ.
 
The hermitage is currently used for hospi-
tality purposes, featuring 21 hotel rooms 

info@comune.muccia.mc.it

+39 0737 646 135

and rooms for events, and it is located on 
an ideal route between Assisi, Cascia and 
Loreto, lying on the beautiful mountains 
that frame the village. It represents a uni-

and visit the marvellous surrounding ter-
ritory. It is a very popular site for trekking 
and mountain bike enthusiasts, among 
others.

photo by Muccia Municipality
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Penna San Giovanni

ON THE ROCKY PEAK BETWEEN PARKS, THERMAL
WATERS AND ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTIES

Its name means “rocky peak”. 
 rises at 630 metres above sea le-

vel, close to a spur between the valleys of 
the rivers Salino and Tennacola. Surroun-
ded by a hilly countryside, it overlooks the 
territory from the Sibillini Mountains to the 
Adriatic coast and boasts extraordinary 
views.
  
Historian Giovanni Colucci, author of the 
monumental work “Antichità picene” (Pice-

-
sed Giovanni da Penna, mentioned in the 

by St. Francis, were all born in this town. A 
church  that 
moved here in 1467, is named after the Saint 
from Assisi. Decorated with 15th-century 
frescoes preserved in the original portal, the 

noble families, and paintings from the 15th 

Penna preserves a stretch of the primitive 

four entrances: Porta della Pesa, Portarella, 
Porta del Forno and Porta Marina.
 
From  (lit. “Park of the 
Mountain”), the highest point of the town, 
one can enjoy a very wide view and see 
the so called , the remaining part of 
an ancient watchtower. Among the smells 
of grass, pines, and limes, the ruined buil-
ding has always been a source of fascinating 

[...] and the far-off sea and here the hills.
- Giacomo Leopardi - 

narrations: legend has it that it hides a dark 
tunnel where once a mother hen and her 
wonderful golden chicks were found.
 
The (Torre della Comu-
nità), dating back to the 1100s, is well pre-
served. In the , built at the end of 
the eighteenth century by architect Pietro 
Maggi, there are some relics from the Ro-
man era as well as a an interesting table 
(that is now in the Painting Gallery), almost 
certainly a triptych the frames of which have 
been lost, depicting “Madonna tra S. Roc-
co, S. Sebastiano, S. Apollonia e S. Giovan-
ni” (Madonna amongst St. Rocco, St Seba-
stian, St. Apollonia and St. John), attributed 
by some to the Crivelli group.
 
The (Pie-
ve di San Giovanni Battista) was built betwe-
en 1251 and 1256 by Giorgio da Como, 
known for the constructions of cathedrals 
of Fermo and Jesi. Featuring a Latin cross 
plan, with a single nave, reformed in 1736, 
the building houses the wooden statue 
of the Baptist, a sixteenth century work of 
considerable artistic importance, probably 

-

robust bell tower is the sole remainder of 
the original Church of -

perhaps, on the base of an ancient medieval 
house or tower. The so called -

 (Palace of the Priors), dating back to 
the 13th century but often renovated, hou-

photo by Alberto Vitali

 

only fully-wooden theatre in the province of 
Macerata and one of the few in the whole 
country. Each box is decorated with a 

 
  Let 

yourself be captivated by the beauty of 
paths that cross though historical villages 

area, with meadows dotted with springs 
of sulphurous and mineral-rich waters. 

relaxation and enjoy of nice pic-nics.

Situated where the Church of St. Antony 
used to be and of which only remains the 
bell tower built on the basement of an 
ancient medieval tower-house, it houses a 
rich collection of contemporary art.
 

 It is the highest point 

let yourself be lulled by the enchantment of 

her golden chicks hidden in a dark tunnel!

MaMa's tips
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ses the elegant Teatro Comunale (Municipal 
-

le, designed and constructed almost entirely 
in wood by local painter Antonio Liozzi. The 
remains of the  
(Monastero di Santa Filomena) featuring a sin-
gle nave, the now-walled matroneum, the ori-

(Sacred Family) attributed to Sassoferrato, is 
also worth a mention. On the outskirts of the 
town, surrounded by greenery, are two small 
buildings of worship, among the oldest in Pen-
na: the  (Chiesa di 

-
ch of (Chiesa di San Biagio), which 
hosts the statue of the saint after whom this 
sacred place is named.
 
In the hamlet of Pilotti lies the 

 (Chiesa di San Giuseppe), with its lar-
ge plaster rose window, which has been hea-

A few minutes from the village we can see one 

of the most evocative and typical areas of 
Penna San Giovanni: , whose 
territory extends to the Salino river springs. 
The healing and 

of the springs, naturally rich in 
salts, bromine, iodine and sulphur, were al-

a beautiful park with green meadows, lush 
vegetation and natural pools. Here it is pos-
sible to take walks, ride a horse or mountain 
bike through a network of suggestive nature 
trails called  (lit. “water 
landscapes”).

photo by Alberto Vitali

info@comune.pennasangiovanni.mc.it

+39 0733 699 037 (int. 4)

@ComunediPennaSanGiovanni

@comunedipennasangiovanni
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Petriolo

THE VILLAGE NESTLED BETWEEN
VALLE DEL FIASTRA AND VALLE DEL CREMONE

-
triolo, the view ranges from the peaks of the 
Sibillini Mountains and of Gran Sasso to the 

villages perched on the hills. We are in a centre 
of historical and artistic interest, with a mille-
nary history, mainly due to its strategic position 
dominating two valleys: Fiastra and Cremone.
We are in a territory that, among other things, 
also boasts a large number of springs, inclu-
ding one of sulphurous water.
 
Enclosed within the walls, the medieval urban 
fabric surrounds the delightful belvedere, whi-
ch offers a wonderful view and overlooks the 
most important buildings.
 
In the historic centre of the village, two buil-
dings deserve great attention: the 

(Chiesa dei SS. Mar-
tino e Marco), rebuilt at the beginning of the 
16th century and completed in 1512, and the 

 (San-
tuario della Madonna della Misericordia), bu-
ilt in 1496 and enlarged in the second half of 

Augustoni. Inside the sanctuary we can admire 
“Madonna che adora il Bambino” (Madonna 
in adoration of the Child), a 1525 polychrome 
wooden statue created by Giovanni Antonio 

 
Attached to the Sanctuary, in the premises of 
the Oratory, the museum called 

houses sacred furnishin-
gs and ornaments, carved and gilded proces-

centuries, sacred silverware including the pre-

Oh my Petriolo, tell me: how did you manage to chain my heart so tightly?
 - Giovanni Ginobili -

-
nico Piano from Macerata, and two canvases: 
“Nativitá” (Nativity) by Andrea De Magistris 
and “Annunciazione” (Annunciation) by Du-
rante Nobili (1559).
 
The   (Chiesa 
del Suffragio) displays many works by neoclas-

watercolour paintings of considerable tech-
nical and aesthetic value as well as numerous 
masterpieces by sculptor and painter Diego 
De Minicis. The building houses many ancient 
documents, including the 1732 land registra-
tions and the related edicts, the registrars of 
the cadastral congregation and, going back in 

the Heavens”, by Geronimo Scoto from
Venice.
 
Also worth a visit is the 

(Museo delle Macchine 
Parlanti), a museum on the evolution of sound 

from the 1920s and ‘30s to the present day.
 

 
(cellar) and  (olive press) are located 

-
til very recently for the production of mulled 
wine, is perfectly preserved, but is now subject 

olive press is a very suggestive place both for 
its setting, and because it shows, thanks to the 
presence of a still existing walkway, how much 
energy the donkeys employed to rotate the 
millstones.
 

You will have the feeling of 
having ended up in a painting scrutinizing 
the valley from Piazza San Martino. The 
gentle hills of Marche region, the sea, the 
mountains, dotted with different colours de-
pending on the season, gratify the sight and 
the soul with an enchanting view.
 

 Petriolo is the native town 
of Giovanni Ginobili, a dialectal poet, folklo-
re expert and amongst the noble fathers of 
modern ethnomusicology in Marche region. 
All his love for his native lands is shown in 

from summer 2019, those who visit the Cen-
tre dedicated to the poet will be able to 
immerse themselves in his life and works, 
which have brought lustre and prestige to 

 
 On your bikes, come 

on! Riding on two wheels, you can indulge 
in excursions aimed at discovering the villa-
ge, its territory, and the sweetness of Mar-
che region hills all the way up to Abbadia 
di Fiastra!
 

-
formed since memorable times by musi-
cians and popular singers who, following a 
very precise ceremony, sang wishes of well-
being from home to home in exchange for a 

these century-old traditions disappear!

MaMa's tips
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The tower marks the southern entrance of the 
castle. Simple and elegant in its semi-circular 
shape, it is a characterizing feature of the town 
and was built to replace a pre-existing portal 
that closed the city wall further east. Leaving 
the castle walls through the tower, we can rea-
ch the nearby -

 (Chiesina di S. Maria del Soccorso), 
founded around the 12th century and later 
renovated. Over the high altar, the church hou-
ses the 1490 fresco “Madonna con bambino” 

-
sandro.
 
Near the intersection that leads from Petriolo 

the  (Chiesa 
di Santa Maria delle Grazie), where a precious 
fresco attributed to Pier Palma da Fermo and 
depicting the so called -

 (Madonna of Mercy) was recently 
found. The painting was presumably executed 
around 1475.
 
Petriolo is also home to a well-known event 
that every year, in November, enlivens its hi-
storic centre -  (lit. “The little 

the village are mostly inaccessible after the 

Giovanni Ginobili known beyond the provin-
cial borders is no longer a date marked on the 
calendar, amongst the other autumn festivals 
in the region. However, the desire to gather 

it was therefore decided to organize a new 

now called , two 
days of chestnuts, red or mulled wine, Vino 
cotto (a sweet, must-based fermented wine) 
and traditional desserts.

photo by Serena Natali

photo by Vanessa Illi

segreteria@comune.petriolo.mc.it

+39 0733 550 601

@ComunediPetriolo
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Pieve Torina

IN “OUR LAND” AMONG GREEN PASTURES,
WOODS, AND FIELDS

The village of Pieve Torina stands in the mid-
dle of a foothill district, characterised by the 
intense green of the surrounding pastures, 

urban settlement took shape as a group of 
small towns, which had already been inha-
bited before the 13th century, and currently 
includes thirty-eight small hamlets, mostly 
situated on hills and still surrounded by de-
fensive walls.
 

 (Torricchio 

Marche region, was created in 1977 thanks 

splendid, land, occupied by pastures, mea-
dows and woods, and inhabited by badgers, 

The close links between Pieve Torina and the 
surrounding natural environment is also testi-

 (Museum of our Land), which offers a 
depiction of life and work in the hills and 
mountains around Macerata. Five-thousand 
objects and tools are displayed in dioramas 
that accurately represent a typical farmhouse 

The collection is enriched by extensive paper 
and photographic documentation, and is ho-
sted within the 15th century Convent of St. 

It is not easy to walk alone in the country without
musing upon something.

- Charles Dickens -

Augustine (Convento di S. Agostino).

To dive even deeper into the country life, one 
can visit  (River Mill) with its 

waterfalls. The mill, still working with its ori-
ginal mechanisms, offers an important living 
testimony to the ancient work of millers.
 
The religious buildings in town are interesting 
and precious. First, the former 

which preserves 15th-century frescoes and in 
the past housed a small hospital for pilgrims. 
The

instead built at the entrance of the cave 
where, according to tradition, St Peter and 
St. Paul stopped to rest. Then the 

 (Santuario di Santa 
Maria i Carpineto), in the Roti area, frescoed 
by Bontulli, and the Sanctuary of 

 (Santuario di 
Santa Maria in Caspriano di Casavecchia), 
surrounded by woods and erected in an area 
of considerable scenic interest. At its side 
there is the bell tower, with its embossed 
base dating back to the 14th century, and 
inside there are 14th century frescoes, 
some of which have been recovered, while 

-

this sanctuary! You will be amazed by 
the triumphal arch when accessing the 

but admire the characteristic interior 
formed by a single curved-axis compart-
ment that adapts to the natural pattern 
of the cave, used as a pagan sanctuary 
in the pre-Roman age. The only capital 
is adorned with geometric friezes and 
by a small, sculpted head. Make sure to 
look down, too: the floor is made of red 
stone slabs!
 

How about ancient crafts 
and local traditions? Mulino del Fiume 
(River Mill) exhibition space, a branch 
of the Museum of Our Land, is devoted 
to the hard work and dedication of the 
millers. Here, numerous farmhouse ro-
oms and artisan workshops have been 
faithfully recreated.
 

 Looking for a sa-
voury snack? You must try this cheese, 
then! Particularly renowned, with an in-
tense flavour, this typical local product 
is not only distinguished by its taste. Its 
authenticity, in fact, is guaranteed by 
the Slow Food Presidium! Enjoy!

MaMa's tips
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others have been removed and transferred to a 
“ (painting gallery).  
 
This gallery is located inside the 17th century 

 (Chiesa di San Giovanni), 
which has a large circular apse, trussed roof and 
a facade made of local stone. The church displays 
some altarpieces from other destroyed or aban-
doned churches. These include the so called “Ma-
donna col Bambino, Angeli e Santi” (Madonna 
with the Child, Angels, and Saints) by Girolamo 
Andrea De Magistris and a collection of frescoes 
dating back to the second half of the 14th century, 
recovered from Pieve di Santa Maria Assunta and 
of fundamental importance towards the study of 
the painting style of Camerino.

-
let of , a small medieval village cha-
racterised by a peculiar concentric structure, is 

The most traditional, widespread and important 

economic activity in Pieve Torina is the -
, which creates a 

vast array of products ranging from railings 
to statues.
 
Furthermore, the local 

the cheese named 
stands out for its taste and au-

thenticity, and is recognized and protected 
by Slow Food. comune@comune.pievetorina.mc.it
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Pioraco

AMONG “LI VURGACCI”, IN THE TOWN OF PAPER,
AT THE MEETING OF THREE MOUNTAINS

The discreet charm of an ancient Roman 
outpost, the colour of medieval stone, and the 

are all features well summarized in Pioraco. Sur-
mounted by three mountains - Primo, Gemo 
and Gualdo - the village, which due to its posi-
tion, gives visitors the chance to enjoy themsel-
ves in wonderful natural settings, opens to the 
west on the Potenza River Valley. Right where 
the waters of the river cross the town, creating 
a series of waterfalls, vortexes, pits and gorges 
thanks to many years of erosion, the most cha-

-
led  trail.
 
Walking on bridges and wooden walkways for 
about 500 meters, we can see the remains of 
Roman times immersed in the greenery, and 
also meet scary creatures. These are sculptures 
in the rock, created by the expert hands of artist 
Antonio Ciccarelli, which reside in a dedicated 
corner called 
Pit).
 
Well known for its , the town 
has dedicated a precious exhibition to this 
distinctive activity: the -

, located in 
a dedicated place called Polo Museale in Via 
Antonino Pio. The museum collects artistic 

In Pioraco it’s cold for eleven months and chill for one.

watermarks and watermarked papers, most-
ly belonging to the period between the 14th 
and 19th centuries, which all are proof of the 
long evolution of paper manufacturing from 
its origins to the present day. This ancient art, 
jealously handed down through generations of 
paper masters, comes alive in -

, where one can witness the manual 
papermaking process with typical 14th-century 

 
There are two other important museums exist 
in Polo Museale: the  (Museo 
dei Fossili), with over 1200 pieces including 
some of remarkable rarity, and the 

 (Museo dei Funghi), which contains 
about 200 plaster mushroom models, repro-
ducing in an extraordinary detailed way the 
shapes and colours of the many existing mu-
shroom species.
There are also numerous places of architectural 
and artistic interest: the 

years of the 14th century and annexed to the 
adjacent Franciscan convent, still preserves 

-
ce, as well as a polygonal limestone apse, an 
elegant mullioned window above the portal, 
and a painting attributed to Arcangelo di Cola. 
The so called 

 This path, which winds 
through wooden bridges and footbridges, 
combines the beauty of nature with its 
proximity to the old town centre. It begins 
where the waters of the Potenza River cross 
Pioraco, in the place where a series of wa-
terfalls, vortexes, pits and gorges, created 
from years and years of erosion, come to 
life, almost if by magic. Here there are also 
some rest areas where you can stop for a 
nice picnic.
 

-
Here you can 

have a rare experience, which consists in 
observing the hand-made creation of she-
ets of paper by the gualchiera, which will 
also allow you to witness the incredible use 

century.
 

 In August, do not miss 
this event with food stands open for lunch 
and dinner, which pays tribute to one of 
the most incredible delicacies of the ter-

 
 Are you looking for a souvenir 

-
rit? Then you have to buy one of the incre-

photo by Valentina Bolletta
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(Madonna of the Grotto Sanctuary) is par-
tially set in rock and protects a statue of a Madon-
na, the celebrations of whom occurs every three 
years. The (Chiesa di San 
Vittorino), ancient and plebeian, was built on the 

traces of frescoes and a 1646 stone baptistery. The 
remains of S. Vittorino, the patron saint of Pioraco, 
are kept in the Church. A fascinating cave on one 

as it is where the saint withdrew into penance.
 
On the left bank of the Potenza river, outside of 
town, lies the  (Chiesa 

attributed to Girolamo di Giovanni, representing 
-

ted.
 

The village of Seppio houses the 
 (Chiesa della Madonna delle 

Lacrime), mostly known because it hosts inside the 
painted table that gives the place its name, a 1466 
piece by Giovanni Boccati.
 
For lovers of rock climbing, an important stop is 

-
mer, fall and winter.

photo by Silvia Pizzabiocca

museodipioraco@gmail.com

Largo G. Leopardi 1, Pioraco



88

Poggio San Vicino

AT THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN,
A SPLENDID TERRITORY ALL YEAR ROUND

Poggio San Vicino is a small village stan-
ding on a ridge between the small hills 
under , on the summit 
of which, from 1500 meters above sea le-
vel, we can enjoy a magnificent view. The 
views and clean air make this place almost 
enchanted and suspended in time.
 
With its heavy snowfalls in winter, its land-
scape of flowering brooms in spring, its 
trails surrounded by nature and the many 
outdoor activities during summer, and its 
colourful foliage in the fall, Poggio San Vi-
cino can be enjoyed in every season.
 
There are several natural and themed rou-
tes in the municipal area. Among these, 
stand out the so called -

, along which 
you can let yourself be fascinated by the 
ancient popular belief that describes the 
place as the site of a miracle, and the evo-
cative 

 (Water Mills Valley Trail).
 
The town might have been originated 
from a Roman settlement, and of the an-
cient fortifications that probably characte-

-

Do not forget that the earth enjoys feeling your bare feet
and the winds desire intensely to play with your hair.

- Khalil Gibran -

bust  remains, located on 
the highest point of Poggio and recently 
restored.
 
The -

(Chiesa di Santa Maria Assun-
ta) is certainly worth visiting. It was built 

construction that had preceded it, the re-
mains of which are still visible inside. The 
facade is made of bricks with a four-pillar 
cusp ending in a large apse, while a woo-
den Christ on the cross, a fine 16th cen-
tury Florentine-style work, is venerated in 
a small recess. Following Viale Leopardi, 
we arrive to the 

 (Chiesa di San 
Giovanni), which bears the basilica of San 

its portal, and contains frescoes from 1557 
attributed to Andrea de Magistris.
 
The history of this village is eventful, fasci-
nating and very lively. The original settle-
ment, probably built in the Roman times 
as a defensive outpost for the Tufficum co-
lony, was called Podium Tufficanum. From 
the early Middle Ages it was known as Fi-
cano, a name that it kept until 1927. Forti-

 Do you 
want to retrace the ancient road walked by 
Saint Romualdo to get to build the hermitage 
of Val di Castro? Popular belief has it that in 
the area of a boulder lying along the way a 
miracle happened: the saint met the devil 
here, and the devil made the mules that 
carried the columns to the hermitage slide. 
The beasts came out incredibly uninjured 
but left marks of their knees on the boulder, 
where they are still visible.
 

All the charm of a 
not too distant past is represented in this trail 
between the ancient wheat mills. The trail 
leads to the ruins of two mills, as well as to 
a third one now renovated and used as bed 
and breakfast. The same water channel that 

Clemente Valley), where there are two other 
mills, connects the three buildings.
 

A little surprise! While 
regenerating your mind and body, walking in 
the greenery, and heading towards the old 
entrance to Valdicastro, you will see traces of 
an old manganese mine, a small testimony 
to the history of the Italian mining industry.

 Enjoy this event 
between August and September. It animates 
the little town with great shows.

MaMa's tips
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fied by the Community of Apiro, Ficano was an 
advanced lookout spot against the incursions 
of Matelica and Fabriano.
 
The ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the territory 
belonged to the bishop of Camerino, but the 
Val di Castro Abbey (Abbazia di Val di Castro) 
was also influential to a degree.
 
From the early decades of the 14th century, 
Smeduccio di Nuzio di Rinaldo showed inte-
rest in Ficano, and indeed the village was given 
to him and remained in his hands, albeit with 
several interruptions, until 1426. It was then at 
the behest of Eugene IV that the castle pas-
sed under the jurisdiction of San Severino for 

the proclamation of the Kingdom of Italy, it be-
came an autonomous municipality within the 
District of Tolentino. During the Restoration, 
it was part of the District of San Severino. Ten 
years later, it was included in the Delegation of 

the Province and District of Macerata.
 
The municipality changed its name to Poggio 
San Vicino in 1927, but in 1929 it was suppres-
sed and annexed to Apiro. 20 years later, in 
1949, it returned to be an independent muni-
cipality.

info@comune.poggiosanvicino.mc.itphoto by Sara Simoncini
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Pollenza

IN THE TOWN OF ARTISTIC CRAFTSMANSHIP,
ANTIQUES, AND RESTORATION

Pollenza rises on a ridge and is surroun-
ded on all sides by imposing natural ele-
ments: the Potenza River to the north, the 
Chienti to the south, the soft hills decli-
ning to the sea to the east, the Sibillini 
Mountains range to the west. Observing 
the panorama, one unveils a territory that 
has been organized in every little detail, 
dotted with farmhouses, villages and 
small hamlets that make up the historical 
imprint of the medieval castles that once 
stood there.
 
The historic core of the town is still partly 
surrounded by walls, and comprehends, 
among others, , a noble 
building dating back to the sixteenth cen-
tury, home to three important exhibition 

-
 (Municipal Museum), compo-

the remainders of a Roman settlement in 

excavations conducted in the mid-1940s 
in the same area.
The second exhibition area in the building 
hosts (Vespa Mu-

of the most famous two-wheeled vehicles 
in the world, and attracting visitors from 
all over Italy. It displays many motorbikes 

You sit on the top of a mild hill / You smile kissed by pure zephyrs /
The mountain chain is your background / The sea hides the vast horizons to you /

Two silver ribbons wrap your valley / On one hand, the Potenza, on the other, the Chienti.
- Cardinale Fernando Cento -

in tiptop shape, as well as many objects 
related to this two-wheeled cult favourite.
 
Near Porta della Croce stands the -

(Collegiata di 
San Biagio), built according to a project 
by De Mattia from Treia and dedicated 
to the doctor and bishop of Sebaste, 
who was martyred because of his faith. 
Among the buildings of spiritual and reli-
gious importance, we can see the 

(Chiesa 
dei Santi Francesco e Antonio), which in 
the thirteenth century depended on the 
Abbey of Rambona and in 1215 housed 
St. Francis of Assisi. Inside, there is a pre-
cious altarpiece depicting Saint Anthony 
from Padua, painted on a gold back-

from San Severino. A beautiful cloister 
connects the church to -

(Giuseppe Verdi 
Municipal Theatre), a nineteenth-century 
space of considerable historical and arti-
stic interest still used for theatrical perfor-
mances of prose and music.
 
The (Chiesa 

the seventeenth century, overlooks 

 All on your motorbikes! And trust me: 

rich collection of vehicles and original 
objects that have made the history of Ve-
spa and of the whole Italian way of life!
 

Discover them 

ancient walls. What a marvel - they de-
scend to the sea on the east, and lead to 
the Sibillini Mountains on the west.
 

Let yourselves be char-

hands! With a visit to the craft and an-

and collectible items, and unveil some of 
the secrets of woodworking. In July there 
is also an event named “Esposizione di 

-
tistico.
 

Ah, the Risorgimen-
to! Would you like to discover where the 

-
otsteps towards Cantagallo!

photo by Franco Tommassini
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The  
(Chiesa e Convento di San Giuseppe) is 
characterised by the presence of a sixteenth-
century portal embellished with triglyphs 

(Chiesa della Madonna 
della Pace) rises on Colle della Croce: it has 
an octagonal structure and preserves a mural 
fresco depicting the eponymous Madonna 
della Pace, transferred here from a pre-
existing church.
 
The  (Abba-
zia di Rambona) is absolutely worth a visit. 
Not far from the historic centre, it was very 
powerful in the early Middle Ages, when it 
exercised its jurisdiction over a large area 
that extended from the slopes of the Sibillini 
Mountains to the mouth of the Potenza River. 
Today, what remains of the Abbey is a uncon-
secrated presbytery and a crypt, divided into 
small naves by columns with beautiful Ro-

can be traced back to the school of Lorenzo 
Salimbeni and white stone columns mark the 
external apses.
 
Historical trivia: the  
was the setting of a famous battle conside-

Risorgimento. It took place on 2nd and 3rd 

of Naples led by Gioacchino Murat and the 
Austrian one, led by General Federico Bian-
chi.

years of artistic , starting with 
 and , and continuing 

with , as well as 
. Which is 

why every year, in mid-July, the event called 

comune@comune.pollenza.mc.it

@ComunediPollenza

and Artistic Craftsmanship Exhibition) is 
held in Pollenza. It is a nice opportunity to 
immerse oneself in the artisan shops of the 
old town centre, as well as to experience 
the atmosphere of “creative forge” that 

photo by Diletta De Bellis

photo by Franco Tommassini
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Porto Recanati

SEA, HISTORY, CULTURE AND TRADITIONS:
THE TOWN OF FISH BRODETTO

A delightful coastal town, not far from the 
summit of Mount Conero, set in a won-

Porto Recanati is a gem overlooking the 
Adriatic, a real “living room over the sea”.
The evocative coastal line, however, is not 
the only highlight of the city, as it is a place 
that is also rich in history, culture and archi-
tectural beauties.
To the south of the city, for example, the-
re is the , 
where one can still see the remains of the 
Roman city founded in the 2nd century BC 
at the mouth of the Potenza River. Not far 
away, the Crociferi Order funded the -

 (Abbazia di 
Santa Maria in Potenza) in the 12th century, 
while the so called 

-
(Permanent Archaeological Exhi-

bition “History of an unveiled landscape”) 
is dedicated to the valley of the Potenza 

-
nication corridor between the Apennines 
and the Adriatic Sea.
 

documented by the museum named M -
 (Sea Museum), located in 

Happiness is a simple idea, in front of the sea.
- Jean-Claude Izzo -

gallery “
 is a fundamental point of refe-

rence for all art lovers. The building is pro-
tected by the walls of a beautiful and im-
posing 15th-century monument, 

 (Swabian Castle), owing its current 
form to alternating construction phases 
since the initial building of the eastern 

hosts the Beniamino Gigli Arena, which 
during the summer season becomes the 
stage for an extensive event calendar.
 
There are many religious buildings to visit: 
the  (Chiesa 
del Preziosissimo Sangue), a liturgical buil-
ding that derives its name from the missio-

the (Chiesa del Suffra-
gio), with its bronze door recently crafted 
by artist Cecco Bonanotte and an ancient 

John the Baptist (Chiesa di San Giovanni 
Battista), designed by architect Luigi Pa-

(Chiesetta delle Suore), crea-

abandoned girls.
 

 

Take a peek 
at the rich calendar of events hosted 
within its walls. In addition to the many 
stage performances, you will be capti-
vated by the beauty of the place, and 

Castello Svevo, which stands a few me-
ters from the beach.
 

Fi-
shing, fishing nets, boats and seafaring 
life are the focus of this exhibition that 
preserves various photos, typical boats, 
wooden models of sailing ships of dif-
ferent eras, fishing nets, sails, anchors, 
and marine engines.
 

 Go to one of the many be-
ach restaurants and ask for a taste. It is 
the gastronomic specialty of the place 
and its taste is made incredibly special 
by the use of a very peculiar ingredient: 
the respect for the ancient traditional 
recipe.
 

The night of Ferrago-
sto (15th of August, Assumption Day), 
Porto Recanati is illuminated by an 
amazing fireworks display on the water, 
which gives the city many new char-
ming colours and attracts thousands of 
visitors every year.

photo by Mauro Tronto
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(Chiesetta della Banderuola) rises in the 
countryside of Scossicci, where legend has 
it that the Holy House of Our Lady of Loreto 
(Santa Casa di Loreto) stopped before 
reaching its current location. According to 
tradition, when the Holy Land fell under 
Muslim rule, the house of Bethlehem was 
lifted and miraculously transported by angels, 

the Adriatic Sea.
 
A gem to be discovered is , a 
pine forest that is a real oasis of greenery on 

the ideal place for pleasant walks to discover 
plant species typical of the Mediterranean, 
and at risk of extinction.
 
Porto Recanati offers a large amount of beach 
facilities and is perfect for those who either 
love water sports or simply want to relax under 
the summer sun, maybe even indulging in the 
local culinary delights. And it is precisely in 
the summer that the event called 

 (Brodetto Week) takes place, 
dedicated to the undisputed king of Porto 

prepared according to an ancient recipe.
 
The summer period is full of events in Porto 
Recanati, starting from 
(Fireworks on the 15th of August), up to 
the historic (Palio of 

stowed in traditional wicker baskets called 
“Coffe”. A number of  also depart 
from Porto Recanati and set off to discover 
the most secluded and mysterious beaches 
and bays that lie at the foot of Mount Conero, 
an ideal destination for sea lovers and hikers 
alike.

turismo@comune.porto-recanati.mc.it
info@portorecanatiturismo.it

@portorecanatiturismo 
@eventiportorecanati

@portorecanatiturismo

www.portorecanatiturismo.it

Corso Matteotti 111, Porto Recanati

photo by Porto Recanati Municipality
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Potenza Picena

FROM THE TREASURES OF ANCIENT MONTESANTO
TO THE LUNGOMARE MARINAI D’ITALIA

A holiday in Potenza Picena includes seaside, 
hills and good food. Palaces and villas tell 
of a own rich in art, culture and spirituality. 
In the old town centre, today called 

, its Medieval name, once again, one 
is surprised by the architectural beauty 
and elegance of the buildings and many 
churches.
It is precisely the churches and convents 
of the ancient Monte Santo that constitute 
its architectural and cultural heritage, and 
that bears witness to the vigour and central 
positions that the town enjoyed during the 
Middle Ages. Starting from the 

 (Convento delle Clarisse), 
founded by two Sisters of St. Claire, in 
which today the 

 (Chiesa di San Tommaso Apostolo) 
is located.
The , instead, is the 
ancient Church of St. Ignazio (Chiesa di 
S. Ignazio), which belonged to the Jesuits 
and in the nineteenth century saw the birth 

Lady of Sorrows): unmarried poor women 
popularly called , or little 
nuns. Their skilful weaving work through 
the , interrupted only in 

craftsmanship, around which today are 
arising interesting recovery ideas and plans.
 

This sea is full of voices and this sky is full of visions.
- Giovanni Pascoli -

The  
(Chiesa della Madonna delle Grazie) plays 
an important role in the devotional history of 
Potenza Picena: it seems to have been built 
in the place where there used to be a votive 
shrine with an image of “Madonna con il 
Bambino” (Madonna with the Child), that is 
said to be a dispenser of graces, so much 
so that already in the 1455 Municipal Statute 
the place is named as Via Gratiarum (Street 
of the Graces).
 
Many other religious buildings are in the area: 

(San Giacomo) dates 

occupies a notable portion of the historic 

dei Cappuccini), once isolated, today is at 

(Santa 
Maria della Neve) was probably built as a sign 
of gratitude to the Virgin by the population, 
who survived serious plagues and the wars 

 (Santuario di San Girio), built over the 

 (Convento degli Zoccolanti).
Piazza Matteotti is overlooked by the  
of some of the most prominent families of 

Walk in the historic centre 

alleys will be accompanied by bits and tri-
via about the history of the city.
 

-
nero to Sibillini, giving a breathtaking view 
of the hill celebrated by poet Giacomo Le-

 
 Do not miss it! It is an 

important music and art festival in memory 
of Bruno Mugellini, a real “itinerary of the 
Beautiful” in all its forms.
 

-
At the end of September, 

in the old town centre, enjoy the harvest 
celebrations! You will be enchanted by a 
week dedicated to grapes, wine, peasant 
culture, and dishes of the local gastrono-
mic tradition.
 

village every summer brings you back to 
-

with the sciapeca, a custom so closely lin-
ked to this place that its inhabitants in the 
past were called “sciapecotti” (lit. those 

 
Try this typical 

both the maritime and peasant traditions 
of the area.

MaMa's tips

photo by Elisa Cartuccia



95

the own: the , the , and 
the . The , built between 
1745 and 1750 following the design by Pietro 

 (Palazzo del 
Podestà) dates back to the 14th century and 

centuries. Finally,  (Mugellini 
Theatre) is a small gem dedicated to the famous 
citizen Bruno Mugellini, a teacher known to all 
piano scholars.

The interesting 
 (Civic Art Gallery “B. 

Biancolini”) is housed in the premises of the 
 (Convento di San 

Historical Archive and the Library are located.
If the city centre offers the opportunity to savour 
the atmosphere of a typical village of Marche 
region, with priceless views ranging from the sea 
to the mountains (go to the  belvedere if 

also a seaside town, with the elegant

shallow waters suitable for children, the crystal 
clear waters of the Conero Riviera, and bathing 
facilities offering comfort and entertainment for 
all needs - basically an ideal place for a relaxing 
holiday under the sun.

In the seaside village there is the beautiful 
 (Tower of St. Anne), the 

remainders of a 15th-century watchtower, 
built as a defence against pirate raids, as well 
as the homonymous Neo-Gothic church. The 
Renaissance , a precious 
gem that preserves one of the most fascinating 

terraces joined by a large central staircase and 

and also very well-known abroad.

photo by Elisa Cartuccia

info@potenzapicenaturismo.it

@potenzapicenaturismo

@potenzapicenaturismo

www.potenzapicenaturismo.it

P.zza Stazione 9, Porto Potenza Picena

photo by Elisa Cartuccia
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Recanati

AMONG THE BEAUTIES OF THE CITY
OF GIACOMO LEOPARDI AND BENIAMINO GIGLI

Recanati, world-famous as the splendid ho-
me-town of illustrious poet -

 and renown tenor , 
lies on the tortuous ridge of a hill between 
the valleys of the Potenza and Musone ri-
vers. Because of its position, it is a typical 
“balcony town”, from which one can admi-
re a moving panoramic view that stretches 
from the Adriatic Sea, with the mighty 
Mount Conero, to the “monti azzurri” (The 
Sibillini mountain range).
 
The  (Cattedrale di 
St. Flaviano) stands out because of its maje-
stic and rich coffered ceiling, and houses 
a sarcophagus containing the remains of 
Pope Gregory XII. The 

 (Museo Diocesano di Arte 
Sacra) displays paintings, sculptures, ar-

An important fresco by  de-
picting “San Vincenzo Ferrer in Gloria” (St. 
Vincenzo Ferrer in Glory) is in the 

(Chiesa di San Domenico): 
the church was built in the 13th century and 

century. The same artist painted the well-k-
nown “Annunciazione” (Annunciation), now 
housed in Musei civici (Municipal Museum) 
of Villa Colloredo Mels, for the 

 (Chiesa di Santa 
Maria dei Mercanti). Another important pie-

-
na of the Salad), attributed to , 

Always to me beloved was this lonely hillside
and the hedgerow creeping over and always hiding

the distances, the horizon’s furthest reaches.

is in  (Chiesa dei 

altar,  “Madonna di Loreto” (Madonna of 
Loreto) by Pomarancio can also be seen.
 
Speaking of Madonna di Loreto – the -

-
ves a faithful reproduction of the Holy Hou-
se of Loreto (Santa Casa di Loreto) as well as 
an ancient copy of the statue of Madonna 
of Loreto. The 

-
ilt in Gothic style together with the Con-
vent of the Hermit Order (Convento degli 

can see the tower called 
, the name of which comes from a 

homonymous poem by Leopardi, who was 

 (Chiesa di San Vito), 
patron saint of Recanati, was renovated in 

the Jesuits, it contains the remains of Nico-

Ignatius of Loyola. Attached to it we have 
the Oratory of the Congregation of the No-
bles of the town (Oratorio della Congrega-
zione dei Nobili), in which young Leopardi 
read his “Discorsi sacri” during various so-

“Sabato del villaggio” (again renamed after 
a famous composition by Leopardi) stands 
the 

 Run 

Colloredo Mels displays, among other 
pieces, three important paintings by 
Lorenzo Lotto, and also include sections 

of the city, to the ceramics by Rodolfo 

Marchigiana nel Mondo (Museum of 
Marche region Emigration).
 

Discover the 
charm of walking among the places dear 
to the famous poet: Casa Leopardi, the 

Passero Solitario. So much poetry in the air!
 

Enjoy the 
freedom of a walk. Every corner of the 
town will surprise you with its beauty. For 
example, upon entering the Church of 

masterpiece painted by Lorenzo Lotto, the 
1513 “San Vincenzo Ferrer in Gloria”.

Once inside the building, 
which houses a  sarcophagus that contains 
the remains of Pope Gregory XII, you will 
surely be fascinated by the great beauty of 
its wonderful golden wooden ceiling.

phot by Stefano Ciocchetti
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(Chiesa di S. Maria in Montemerello), formerly 
known as S. Maria de platea.
 
The Ghibelline  (Town Tower) 

was built in the second half of the 12th century 

three castles in a single municipality. The
 dates back to the end of the 19th century. 

Opposite its facade there is a well-known -
 dedicated to  by 

 
The  was dedicated to the 

-
scagni directed his “poema sinfonico”, while 

, an illustrious tenor from Re-

A  dedicated to Gigli is located inside 
the theatre.
 
Famous throughout the world are the places 
dear to the poet from Recanati: 

, from which his parents came out on their 
-

 and the summit of Mount Tabor, known as 

 

 (Chiesa di S. Maria di Castel-
nuovo), which preserves a “Madonna in trono” 
(Madonna on the Throne) by Master Nicola An-
conetano, and the 

 (Chiesa di S. Maria delle Grazie), whi-
ch commemorates the place of the apparition 
of the Madonna to an Albanian woman. Inside 
there are 15th century frescoes attributed to 
Giacomo di Recanati. 10 km from the city cen-
tre stands 
Castle), built at the end of the 13th century as a 
defence from the nearby town of Osimo.

photo by Matteo Pipponzi Felici

Photo by Recanati Municipality

recanati@sistemamuseo.it

 

@CittàdiRecanati
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Ripe San Ginesio

PROTECTED BY THE FORTEZZA LEONINA, 
THE VILLAGE OF CONTEMPORARY ART

Perched on a hill in the Fiastra valley, Ripe San 
Ginesio is a traditional medieval village, which 
still retains a charming urban layout with narrow 

stairways.
 
The town owes its name to the particular con-
formation of the rocky soil and to the need of 
constant defence from the expansionist ambi-
tions of the nearby castle of San Ginesio, and 
surprises every visitor with its characteristic 
village, located in a territory that is particularly 

back to the Piceni, and the same centre fell un-

 
 (Leonine Tower) is the symbol of 

the village and stands on the hill with its tower. 
Its name comes from the fact that it was built 

the behest of Pope Leo X. It hosted a castel-
lan and soldiers to patrol the surrounding area. 
From  there are 
two roads that enter the castle and then meet 
in a small and charming opening from which 
one can enjoy the vast panoramic view of the 
hills surrounding the village, up to the sea: a 
breathtaking landscape.
 
In the city centre there is also the 

It is more expensive than the Ripe in San Ginesio!

(Chiesa di San Michele 
Arcangelo), patron saint of the town, formerly 
kept by Benedictine, Dominican and Cistercian 
monks. The municipal painting gallery called 

-
deserves a visit. This extraordinary col-

lection includes over three hundred pieces 
and extends outside its building, along 

, dotted with sculptures in iron 

the works donated by those artists who, every 
year, participate in the  exhibition, set 

village. The collection includes, just to name a 
-

dre, Arnaldo Bellabarba, Renato Barisani, Silvio 
Craia, Wladimiro Tulli, Fulvio Ligi and Angelo 
Casciello.
 

 (Chiesetta di San 
Silvestro), particularly dear to the popular devo-

was built outside of the city centre according 
to the shape of a small Renaissance temple. It 
houses the painting “Madonna delle Grazie 
con il Bambino” (Madonna of the Graces with 
the Child). Very impressive is the -

, a natural arena created in a now 

natural setting for shows and events.

 Ripe San Ginesio is its 
home. Visit the Municipal Painting Gallery 
to discover its permanent collection. Then, 
head towards Parco delle Sculture (Sculp-
ture Park) and, during the summer, let 
yourself be charmed by one of the many 
exhibitions organized by RipeArte.
 

 In July, 
take part in the shows and conferences, 
always enriched by the presence of inter-
nationally renowned guests, held during 
BorgoFuturo, a festival of sustainability in 
its broadest sense. It takes place in the be-
autiful setting of the old town and puts the 
environment at the centre of lively debates 
and appointments.
 

Nose around in the 
shops of the historic centre: you will have 
the privilege of attending demonstrations 

-
temporary way. You can therefore bring 
home handmade products that contain all 
the charm of the village!
 

Taste the many 
specialities of the area and indulge in the 
purchase of local foods and wines. In need 
of suggestions? You absolutely must try 

beers, as well as the pastries and breads 
made according to ancient recipes!

photo by Luigi Farroni
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Ripe San Ginesio is in perfect harmony with the 
surrounding environment, and its environmental 
sensitivity is widely spread. The emblem of this at-
tention to sustainable development of the territory 
and to its regeneration is , a Festival 
of sustainable development, which for many years 
has been a meeting point for the many voices of 
contemporaneity.
 
Great attention is also paid to artistic craftsmanship, 
with the numerous shops of the historic centre, and 
to the food and wine traditions: the town lies wi-
thin an area of wine and Vino Cotto (a fermented, 
sweet, aged wine) production. Indeed, every year, 
in autumn, these products are celebrated through 
the event : peasant traditions, such as 
the pressing of the grapes and the cooking of the 
must, and typical local dishes are showcased and 
celebrated, together with shows and contempo-
rary art. comune@comune.ripesanginesio.mc.it

pinacoteca@comune.ripesanginesio.mc.it

+39 0733 500 102

@PinacotecacomunalediArte
ContemporaneadiRipeSanGinesio

@Borgofuturo

www.borgofuturo.net

photo by Giorgio Ventura

photo by Luigi Farroni
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San Ginesio

PANORAMIC CHARM BETWEEN ANCIENT WALLS
AND ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECES

Located in a position so panoramic that it gai-
ned the nickname of , 
San Ginesio stands high. In this town the fa-
mous
it exists within the 

(Sibillini National Park), and it won the 
 award.

 
From its elevated position we can enjoy en-
chanting views ranging from the Adriatic Sea 
to the Gran Sasso, from Mount Conero to the 
Sibillini - the so called “Monti Azzurri”, so dear 
to poet Giacomo Leopardi.
 
Its medieval urban layout is enclosed by a 
large circle of mighty walls that still preserve 

prestigious historical and artistic heritage. The 
church of  is an architectural 

old paleo-Christian chapel. It houses many art 

by Zuccari, Pomarancio, and Simone de Magi-
stris, and frescoes by Lorenzo Salimbeni.

which is named after the most illustrious son 
of San Ginesio, , recognised 
as the founder of the science of international 
law and once Regius professor of Civil Law at 

we cannot help but admire the 
(Ospedale dei Pellegri-

ni), which is one of the main examples of do-
mus hospitales. Bult during the late 13th cen-
tury, it used to provide refuge to those pilgrims 
who were heading to Rome, and its facade is 
amongst the most interesting iteration of the 

Come back, Sanginesio, as the Marca is lost.
- Giuseppe Can. Salvi -

-
zing architectural spectacle provided by the 
Hospital, Porta Picena, and the old castle walls, 
are some of the most postcard-worthy views of 
San Ginesio.
The Church with the adjoining 

where San Nicola di Tolentino reportedly spent 
his years of novitiate, is located the well of the 

thanks to the prayers of the Saint and is thusly 
considered miraculous.
 

-
lage there are other important places of wor-
ship such as the 1296 
(Chiesa di San Gregorio) and, just a few feet 
away, the 
(Chiesa dei SS. Tommaso e Barnaba), on the 
portal of which are carved the symbols of the 
passion of Christ. The church, once assigned to 

confraternity gains its name (lit. “of the large 
sacks”) from the hooded sack-like garment 
worn by its members during the Good Friday 
procession.
 
The , built by the 
lords of Brunforte in 1274 to host the remains of 
the saint who, having embraced the rule of St. 
Francis of Assisi, here withdrew into penance 
until his death, is located outside of the town 

companions of Liberato and protagonists of 

-
ried here. Also worth visiting is the 14th-century 

, an ancient military 

this is where in the Middle Ages the Asca-

used to stand. From its vantage point, it 
offers a breathtaking view that extends 
from Mount Conero to the Gran Sasso! 
Not bad, right?
 

  “Porta del Mor-
-

re in the old town centre, as a testimony 
-

stinction between the two main moments 

by another opening, elevated from the 
ground, taller and narrower than a normal 
door, exclusively used to allow the bodies 
of the dead to leave the house, and then 
closed again until the next death.
 

 With a bit of trekking or 
cycling, from the hill you can venture up to 
the mountain, while enjoying the pleasant 
landscape of Parco Nazionale dei Monti 
Sibillini.
 

and Vernaccia wine, taste the typical “po-
lentone”, and try the local charcuterie and 
the famous Ciauscolo!

photo by 
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garrison of the Brunforte family.
Another gem worthy of notice is the 

 (Abbazia Benedettina delle 

year 1000 by the followers of St. Benedetto and it 
is a tangible testimony of the work of the Benedi-
ctines in the Fiastra Valley.
 

 (Municipal Painting 
Galleri Scipione Gentile, currently condemned) di-
splays the artistic heritage of San Ginesio and is 

art, in the  (Chie-
sa di San Sebastiano), and a more modern one, 
housed in the city hall, a former franciscan con-

infoiat@comune.sanginesio.mc.it
ciabocco.sindaco@comune.sanginesio.mc.it

+39 0733 652 056

@ComuneSanGinesio

between the mid-15th century and the end of 
the 17th century, among which two tables by 
San Ginesio-born Stefano Folchetti, a “Pietà” 
by Simone de Magistris, a “Madonna con 
Bambino e Santi” (Madonna with the Child 
and Saints) by Vincenzo Pagani, “Quadro di S. 
Andrea”, better known as “Battaglia tra Gine-
sini e Femani” (Battle between the people of 
San Ginesio and Fermo), by Nicola da Siena, a 
true jewel of local identity. The second section 
preserves works by contemporary artists, inclu-
ding many pieces by engravers like Servolini, 
Bartolini, Ciarrocchi, and Mainini, and sculptu-
res by Pirrone, Luchetti, Ricottini and San Gine-
sio-born Nino Patrizi.
 
The of the village are the ide-
al place for walking, hiking, horse riding, and 
mountain biking, and many are also motocross 
circuits. Moreover, the hills around the Pian di 

spot for hang-gliding and paragliding lovers.
 
A prominent role is played by gastronomy: A 
typical dish is 
of polenta, obtained with a variety of local corn 
and seasoned with meat sauce, while the local 
wine, namesake of the town, is among the 15 
DOC wines (“Denomination of controlled ori-
gin”) of  Marche region.
 
There is also room for tradition: in the summer, 

 International Folklo-
re Festival is held, as well as the historical ree-
nactment 

. Every three 
years, instead, Il (The re-
turn of the exiled), a partnership with the mu-
nicipality of Siena commemorates the story of 
the 300 citizens of San Ginesio, exiles for politi-
cal reasons, who were welcomed back in 1450 

of the government of Siena, that had apprecia-
ted them for their personal traits and military 
prowess.photo by Andrea Morichelli

photo by 
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San Severino Marche

WALKING THROUGH CASTLES, CHURCHES
AND ANCIENT TREES

With its main features being towers and bell 
towers, immersed in the rolling hills of Ma-
cerata in the Potenza valley, San Severino is 

The upper part is one of the most charming 
areas of the town, with the church of

 (Municipal Tower) and 
the , which fascina-

Roman populations of the ancient village of 
Septempeda, from which the city origina-
ted. The current centre is located towards 
the valley and develops around the wide 
and harmonious , ellip-
tical in shape, entirely arcaded, and among 
the most beautiful and evocative of Marche 
region. Here, it is not uncommon to see fa-
milies going for a stroll, children playing, and 
couples holding hands.
 
The  is here, and it is home to 

(Modern Art Gallery), 
which houses a collection of contemporary 
art paintings as well as another 

. Next door, 
, by Master . 

Although its facade is modest and its size 
is similar to those of the previous theatre, 
the neoclassical structure of the interiors 
is of great impact. Nearby there is another 
theatre, named , a 

This is the square, this is the castle / this is beautiful San Severino.

the 1930s and home to interesting cultural 
events.
Worthy of a visit is the 

, which mainly gathers paintings by 

ecclesiastical properties in the years following 

by the Diocese, and frescoes detached for 
conservation reasons. Visitors can enjoy 
“Matrimonio mistico di Santa Caterina” 
(Mystical Matrimony of St. Catherine) 
by Lorenzo Salimbeni, and “Madonna 
della Pace” (Madonna of the Peace) by 

, together with polyptychs by 
Paolo Veneziano, Vittorio Crivelli and Niccolò  
Alunno.
 
Among the churches, -

, where the terracotta statue depicting 
“Madonna della Pietà” miraculously shed 
tears on 22 April 1519, is particularly rich in 
paintings. The Church of -

again following a prodigious event. It also is 
richly painted, and preserves valuable pain-
tings, numerous frescoes and works by im-
portant artists such as Giulio Lazzarelli, Felice 
Torelli and Felice Damiani.
 
The  (Chiesa della 
Maestà) is located two kilometres from the 
town and has a 15th-century oratory built 

photo by San Severino Marche Municipality

What a surprise: three museums in 
one! The complex is located in one of the land-

-
lettricità, Museo del Territorio and the Mani - 
Museo Virtuale della Manifattura (Museum of 
electrical production, Museum of the Territory, 
and Mani – Virtual Museum of Manufacturing).
 

Enjoy 
some healthy relaxation in the most important 
green area of the city. Rich in avenues and orna-
mental plants, this splendid public garden was 

Cav. Giuseppe Coletti, to whose memory is 
dedicated a small monument. The Lebanon 
cedar tree is the king of the Gardens, imposin-
gly overlooking their entrance: more than three 
people would be needed to fully cover its trunk 
diameter
 

Discover the natural wonders of the 
town through hiking or biking, crossing the 
many hilly trails or moving through woods and 
beech forests, such as in the natural reserve of 
Mount San Vicino and Mount Canfaito, and the 
ancient religious paths: the Via Lauretana and 
the Via Francescana.
 

 Do not miss Elcito, a 
village perched on the slopes of Monte San 
Vicino. To make the place really striking are the 
surrounding landscapes and the shape of the 
village itself, which seems carved into the rock.
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following an apparition of the virgin. Inside, visi-
tors can admire frescoes by local painter Lorenzo 

 
Finally, the  (Chiesa di 

rises near the homonymous , and was de-
dicated in ancient times to St. Michael. Nearby, 
there are several grottos, some of natural origin 

the valley in which the building is located as a 
, and in the past, it used to be 

one of the main stops in , the 
road travelled by pilgrims that connected Rome 
to the Sanctuary of Loreto.
 
The territory of San Severino, among the largest 
in the region, also preserves treasures such as 
the , the hamlet of 

, from which one can touch the stars with 

expertly frescoed rural churches. It also houses 
the and the one of 
which according to tradition takes its name from 
its proximity to a sacred wood, the “Lucus”.
 
Through the many trails, on foot or by bike, one 
can enjoy the silence and the spectacular views 
ranging from Sibillini Mountains to Gran Sasso. 
Of particular importance is the aforementioned 
area protected by Marche region, located at the 
entrance of Valle dei Grilli (lit. Valley of the Cri-
ckets), which leads to the grottos of S. Eustachio 
and up to the forest of Manfrica.
 

-
gnised as the focal point of its touristic interest, 

events and initiatives. Among them, 
, a historical re-enactment the celebra-

tions of which last for ten days, with costumes, 
music, popular games and gastronomy from the 
Renaissance period of the Smeducci seigneury. 

Moreover, , the 
international travelling festival of Afro-Ameri-

(mostly 
of prose, concert, and cinema) that take place 
at the Teatro Feronia, and even outdoors in 
summer, in places of rare beauty - courtyards of 
private palaces, villages in the countryside, and 
mountain castles.

photo by Alessandra Cristalli

photo by Diego Aringoli

proloco.ssm@gmail.com

@SanSeverinoMarcheTurismo

www.turismosanseverinomarche.it
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Sant’Angelo in Pontano

BETWEEN THE RIVERS’ VALLEYS,
THE PICTURESQUE HOMETOWN OF ST. NICOLA

part to , a saint 
dear to the Longobards whose image 
appears on the municipal coat of arms, and 
tin part to its belonging to the “gastaldato 
pontano”, an administrative district of 
the Duchy of Spoleto constituted by the 
Longobards. It is a small town that rises on 
a hill between the valley of the  Ete Morto 
river and the Tenna valley, in a beautiful 
panoramic position. Its walls were built 
around the mid- 11th century, giving the 
town a castle-like appearance that is still 
preserved today.
 
In the lower part of the town, at the end 
of Via della Collegiata, lies the 

 (Church of the 

style, with a 14th-century bell tower and 
a suggestive crypt as vast as the building 
itself, with large brick arches and cross 
vaults. The presbytery tilts to the left, to 
remember, according to tradition, the 

Inside, it preserves a fresco, attributable 
to the circle of Salimbeni of San Severino, 
depicting the “Madonna con il Bambino” 
(Madonna with the Child).  
The 
(Convent of the Augustine Order) and the 

[Mountains] are the great cathedrals of the earth, with their gates of rock,
pavements of clouds, choirs of steam and stone, and altars of snow,

sometimes with purple sparkling stars.
- John Ruskin - 

 (Church of St. Nicola, 
a healing saint who was born here), built 
in the second half of the 15th-century on 
the pre-existing church dedicated to St. 
Augustine and renovated at the end of 

side of town.

Inside the latter, the chapel dedicated to 
the local saint is completely frescoed, and 
preserves valuable wood carvings from 
the early decades of the 17th century.

Relevant under an artistic and architectural 
point of view is also the 

 (Church of St. Mary of 
the Roses, now condemned), rebuilt in 
1764 and located in Via Lucarini, within 
a monastery that for many centuries has 
hosted Benedictine nuns, and that used 
to host the municipal offices (before the 

 
On the other hand, only a few ruins of 

 remain. A small 
garden was built nearby, with a bronze 
statue in the centre, representing the 
saint, by sculptor Gustavo Latini. The 

(Municipal Tower) is a great 
jewel. The top of the tower holds a clock, 

Pietro Mei di Montecarotto, the original 

 Let 
your eyes rejoice: the panorama that 
from the Belvedere, on top of the hi-
storical center, ranges from the Sibillini 
Mountains, to Gran Sasso, to Monte Co-
nero and to the sea, will surely captivate 
you!
 

the Fonta-
nelle di San Nicola is the place where 
the saint, a native of the village, retired 
to pray. The silence and intact natural 
environment deep in the thick of the 
woods will make you feel at peace with 
the world.
 

Need ideas for lunch or 
dinner? The restaurateurs of the village 
will delight you with menus of cod, lamb 
coratella, cannelloni, meat-based spe-
cialties and artisanal gelato. In short, 
you are spoiled for choice.
 

The ar-
tisans of taste in this small town will 
welcome you with bread baked in a 
wood-burning oven, filoni di mosto (a 
must-based sweet bread), meringues, 
and other jewels of the local pastry tra-
dition.
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manual mechanism of which is now displayed 
in the town hall.
Very fascinating is the , 
located immediately outside the walls, along 
Via Verdi: it is a tower-house, today privately 
owned, the original core of which dates back 
to the first half of the 14th century. 

Two more places are ideal for nature walks: 
first, the 

, also known as “Madonna 
delle Pietre” (Church of St. Mary of Mercy, 
or Madonna of the Rocks, currently unsafe), 
located in Via Salti, about 1 km from the 
inhabited centre, with the elegant portico 
supported by three columns and a valuable 
15th-century fresco representing precisely 
the “Madonna della Misericordia”. Then, 

, a place of great naturalistic 
interest isolated in the thick of the trees 
and reachable through an easy trail. Here, 
according to tradition, Saint Nicola withdrew 
into prayer and penitence. Absolutely worth 
a visit are the remains of the 

, which lie in the highest 
point of the historical centre, now occupied 
by the panoramic space of the .
 
Another village gem is the 

, which houses decorations 
and paintings by the artist Pietro Giovannetti 
in addition to the bust of the illustrious 
protagonist of Risorgimento after which the 
theatre takes its name. In its typical horseshoe 
structure, the stage is crowned by 22 boxes, 
marked by balustrades with gilded wooden 
frames.
 
Finally, not to be missed are the traditional 

 (Aviary Fair and 
Exhibition) and the
(Polentone Food Festival), which take place on 

info@comune.santangeloinpontano.mc.it

+39 0733 661 602

@ComunediSantAngeloinPontano

the same day (second Sunday in October). 
These events have marked the autumnal 
season of this characteristic village of Le 
Marche for almost fifty years.

photo by
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Sarnano

SKI SLOPES, SPAS, PARAGLIDERS
AND BLOOMING WILD ORCHIDS

Sarnano is a charming town with the Monti 
Sibillini as its backdrop. As evidence of the 

which even in summer offers nature lovers a 
pleasant and relaxing holiday, the 

the town, and it joins another coveted award 
- being listed among     .
 
Indeed, Sarnano perfectly preserves its me-
dieval centre and the old part of the village 

winding in concentric circles from Piazza Alta 
and descending between narrow alleys and 
small houses to the base of the hill.
 
The  (Church of St. 
Mary), built in the second half of the 13th 
century, housing several highly-valuable pie-
ces, the (Piobbico Ab-
bey), located at the foot of Mount Sassotet-

rivers, and the ancient  

historical and artistic gems.
 
The 

 (Municipal Painting Gallery and City 
Museums) hold considerable interest. The 

Museum displays the 
works by the homonymous Sarnano-born 
painter. The -

 (now condem-

specimens of embalmed birds belonging to 
species still found in the Sibillini and in the 

I don’t know how to explain how much
I love you my Sarnano!

wider area of the central Apennines. Sarna-
no then houses the  (Arms 
Museum, now condemned), located on the 

Hall), which showcases a collection of about 
500 ancient weapons for war and hunting, 
from the 16th century to the last world war. 
The  hosts very important works 

-
-

“Madonna Adorante il Bambino con Ange-
li Musicanti” (Madonna adoring the Child 
among Angels playing music) by Vittore Cri-
velli.
 
Sarnano is a popular destination for

 enthusiasts. Its renowned ski area is 
located between Mount Sassotetto and the 
Valico di Santa Maria Maddalena, not far 
from the town. On clear days, you can even 
see the sea, in the distance. The ski resort 
features 11 kilometres of slopes, 4 of which 

several, a learning camp with a cableway and 
a treadmill, four ski lifts, a two-seater and a 
three-seater chairlift. Furthermore, the snow 
park is accessible from both chairlifts. Howe-
ver, Sarnano is not just for skiers. Here, you 

while  or . One 
does not need to be an experienced pilot: 
tandem tours with an instructor are available.
 
It is also a very popular , 
thanks to the precious mineral waters of 

Piani di Ragnolo!

about orchids but also about gentians, 

buttercups, asphodels, poppies, 

violets, narcissuses. If you would fully 

enjoy of this show, ask a nature guide 

to come with you and bring your 

camera with you!

Venture out to explore the 

countryside on foot, mountain bike or 

e-bike!

 

  Treat yourself to a regenerating 

you feeling renewed!

 

All is wonderfully white! 

Hurry, go skiing on the Sassotetto and 

Maddalena slopes. You will valuable ski 

facilities and surprising landscapes.

photo by Sarnano municipality
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its many springs, Sarnano is also where 
, a small but charming waterfall of 

the Tennacola River, arelocated, as well as the 
place where it is possible to admire, in spring, 
the 

. Here, between the 

the green meadows of the Sibillini are tinged 
with red, pink, blue, purple and yellow. Offering 
a wonderful view.
 
Every year, on the second Sunday of August, in 
the early hours of the afternoon, the bell tower 
of Palazzo del Popolo starts to play. The alleys of 

the sound of the drums that announce the arrival 
-

cts: Abbadia, Brunforte, Castelvecchio and Pog-
gio. This is how the , a compe-
tition between the historic districts, begins.
 
The historical re-enactment  
annually brings the village back to its original 

-
tions that characterised the medieval era, with a 
real leap into the past. Visitors can walk throu-
gh the historic centre in the company of jesters, 
dancers, dames and knights. It seems clear that 
Sarnano is a place of great fun. It is no coinciden-
ce that the “craziest band in the world”, La Rac-
chia, where traditional instruments alternate with 
objects of all kinds, was born here. Pans, grin-
ders, pipes, bed warmers, umbrellas and even a 

, 
now known throughout Europe for the exube-
rance of its funny improvised musicians, directed 

become somewhat of a symbol of Sarnano.
 
Every year the road that leads from Sarnano to 
Sassotetto is the protagonist of a national car 
race, the , the win-

Velocità Montagna (Italian Hill Climb Champion-
ship).

photo by Simone Salvucci

info@comune.sarnano.mc.it
iat.sarnano@regione.marche.it

info@sarnanoturismo.it

+39 0733 659 911
+39 0733 657 144

@ComunediSarnano
@SarnanoTurismo

www.sarnanoturismo.it
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Sefro

FROM THE MONTELAGO PLATEAU,
TO BLESSED BERNARDO’S CAVES

In the Scarzito Valley, known as the Scurosa 
Valley in its highest part, the small village 
of , surrounded by a particularly 
charming nature, is home to various 
architectural jewels and, in addition to its 
main core centre, includes the hamlets of 
Sorti and Agolla.
 
It is in Agolla that lies the 

(Chiesa di San Tossano), there 
since the 1300s and the current appearance 
of which depends on the many renovations 

Here one can admire a fresco depicting Saint 
Francis of Assisi, considered by scholars as 

in Marche region, after his death.
 
The 
(Chiesa di Santa Maria Assunta) is located 
in the main town and amongst other pieces 

the Assumption, both from the 16th century.
The  is located a little further 
downstream, in the old town, and it is what 
remains of the medieval castle belonging 
to the Da Varano Lords of Camerino, who 
sought refuge here in 1259, after the sacking 
of their city by the Ghibellines. The old 
military post consists of the ruins of the 

houses the so called
(Museum of agricultural tools), a 

moving testimony to rural culture and local 
craftsmanship.

When on a mountain we feel the joy of being alive, the emotion of feeling good, and
the relief of forgetting our earthly miseries. All of this, because we are closer to the sky.

- Emilio Comici -

Walking along the river, we arrive to the 
 (Chiesa di San Pietro), 

which appears in the 1429 Statutes under 
the name “church of the monks”. From 
here, one can reach  the 

 (Chiesa della 
Madonna dei Calcinari), dating back to the 
15th century and housing many devotional 
frescoes, some of which attributed to 
Girolamo di Giovanni, as well as the 

(Chiesa di San Michele), 
in the hamlet of Agolla. This is where a 

a Manneristic “Madonna con il Bambino” 
(Madonna with the Child) can be admired.
 
Not too far from the main town centre is 

 (Enchanted Forest): here, 

hill, near a 
, young visitors are 

welcomed by friendly elves and fairies. This 
fascinating trail weaving through the green 
woods will lead you to discover these tiny 

 

of the territory. The plateau of Montelago, a 
traditional hiking destination and excellent 
starting point for walks immersed in the 
green, is a spectacular karstic basin, at 900 
meters above sea level, feeding numerous 
limpid and fresh springs that guarantee the 

 In the Church of San 
Tossano, in the hamlet of Agolla, you can 

-
tations of St. Francis of Assisi in the region!
 

 Is this what you 
are saying? That you do not believe in elves 
and fairies? We are ready to let you follow 
their tracks: with this original trail immersed 
in greenery, step by step you will discover 
the mysteries and secrets of these little cre-
atures!
 

Breath in deeply and 

-
teau, Grotte del Beato Bernardo and the 
Scurosa Valley, with its beech woods and 
enchanted forest!
 

 This territory is a 

absolute protagonist of events unmissable 

La Trota e il Verdicchio (May) and Sagra del-
la Trota (August).

photo by Federica Gentili
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.
It is not by chance, then, that every 15th of 
August,  (Trout Festival) 
takes place here, enriching and enlivening the 
narrow streets of this small town with its offer of 
traditional local dishes.
Moreover, for the last 4 years, during the month 
of May, it is possible to enjoy another food 
festival, (lit. The trout 
and the Verdicchio wine), a well-known meeting 
place of two culinary traditions of the area.
 
The landscape value of the river reaches its peak 

 that is located right 
in the town centre, ready to greet all its visitors.
The Scarzito valley is also surrounded by 
mountains featuring the typical summit pastures 
and some of the woodiest slopes in central Italy. 

rich wildlife that includes wolves, golden eagles, 

birds of prey.

The  dedicated to 

then retired here in exile, preserve all the charm 
of an uncontaminated and sublime natural 
environment. The story that the rocky walls tell 
is fascinating: the Blessed, faithful observant 

Assisi just after the death of St. Francis, because 
of the clash with friars who wanted a more 
mitigated rule. He chose Marche region without 
hesitation, and lived in this mountain place, far 
from the rest of the world, for over two years, 
using a cave as a refuge and another - with a 
horizontal stone to act as an altar - as a church.

protocollo@comune.sefro.mc.it

@ComunediSefro

photo by Sefro Municipality

photo by Mauro Valentini
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Serrapetrona

SIPPING VERNACCIA WINE IMMERSED
IN THE VIEW OF LAKE CACCAMO

bank of the Cesolone stream, Serrapetrona, 
located in an area covered in oaks, holm 
oaks, hornbeams, alders, and hazels, treasu-
res both an ancient historical and artistic he-
ritage and beautiful landscapes.
 
The town presents itself in the shape of a fan 
of ancient houses, that opens up from the old 
castle and then extends towards the towers 

circle of walls.
A must visit is the 14th-century 

 (Chiesa di San Francesco), which 
 by -

, wanted by the friars in 
the 15th century to show the mystery of Sal-
vation to the local people. In fact, because 
of illiteracy, paintings were considered the 
“Bible of the poor”. Of notable importance 

unknown artist, dating back to the 13th cen-
tury, representing Cristo “Refulgens” (Christ 
Refulgent).
 

 (Chiesa di Santa Maria in Piazza), was 

place of worship and as a cultural hotspot in 

- Eduardo Hughes Galeano -

which the artwork saved from those sites of 
the municipal territory damaged by the 2016 

Giovanni Angelo di Antonio, from the Church 

-
merino, of the same century, from the Church 

(Assumption of the Virgin Mary) by Domeni-
co Luigi Valeri.
 

is home to -
-

(Paleontological Exhibition “Tools, 
ornaments, weapons and armors”), which 
explains the evolution of teeth from dinosau-
rs to mammals, as well as that of “armoured” 
animals and animals with spines and venom, 
over millions of years. Among the most im-

and with 72 million years of history, the skele-
ton of Prosaurolophus, an herbivorous dino-

Cretaceous and was about 4 meters long. 
Palazzo Claudi also hosts an exhibition  , a 
great son of Serrapetrona and father founder 
of the Foundation by the same name.

the wonderful 

in the Church of St. Francis, was wanted 
by the friars to narrate the Mystery of Sal-
vation. It is an important work that bears 
witness of a past that made the paintings 
the “Bible of the poor” for their ability to 
tell in images what, due to illiteracy, only a 
few could have read.
 

 Among the exhibi-
ts of Mostra Paleontologica (Paleontologi-
cal Exhibition), the undisputed king is the 
skeleton of Prosaurolophus! Originating 

years of history and belong to a dinosaur of 

it was an herbivore!
 

 In addition to visiting cultural 
sites, here in Serrapetrona you can indulge 
in walks that show the incredible beauty of 

do not want to walk? Take a relaxing canoe 
trip on the waters of Lake Caccamo!
 

 We are in the home of Ver-
naccia di Serrapetrona DOCG and Serra-
petrona DOC: you cannot help but visit the 
cellars that dot the village and taste these 
excellent wines, paired with delicious di-
shes!

MaMa's tips
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If to the natural and artistic beauties we had 
to add the oenological ones, it would only be 
a matter of choosing between excellences. 
The village - which falls within Associazione 
Nazionale delle Città del Vino (lit. “Cities of 
Wine” National Association) - is renowned 
for the production of  
wine and  
this one is a rare wine much appreciated by 
famous writers such as Mario Soldati and of 
which illustrious gastronomy experts have 
sung the praises. Every August the village 
hosts a famous festival where you can taste 
these local products and the typical dishes 
made with the natural red sparkling wine
 
Other unmissable events are 

opportunity to visit the cellars and indeed 
the places where grapes are left after the 
harvest to wither, and (Flower 
Festival), an exhibition of plants and related 
products held on April 25th and which is enri-
ched by folkloristic shows through the streets 
of the town, in the splendid setting of 

.

It is right around Lake Caccamo that many 
of the activities that attract visitors to Serra-
petrona revolve. An ideal destination for a 
relaxing trip, the basin is located along the 
valley of the Chienti River, in the heart of the 

-
ration of municipalities of the area. It is very 

and is home to canoeing and kayak competi-
tions. Visitors can enjoy relaxing walks, hikes 
and picnics along its banks. In its enchanting 
scenery lie a campsite, various farms, many 
barbecuing facilities, an old traditional re-
staurant, a sunbathing area, and outdoor 
tables and play areas.

info@comune.serrapetrona.mc.it

@ComunediSerrapetrona

photo by Serrapetrona municipality
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Serravalle di Chienti

FROM WATER SPRINGS,
TO PALAEONTOLOGICAL SITES, TO THE BOTTE VARANO

Enclosed between the massifs of Mt. Prefoglio 
and Mt. Maggio, Serravalle di Chienti is located 
at the entrance of the Chienti river valley, upon 
a crucial passage between the Apennine chain 
and the Adriatic side. Its territory is scattered 
with numerous natural springs used since 
ancient times for the watering of grazing 
livestock during the transhumance, amongst 
other things. Today it is a destination for 
itineraries on foot, horseback or mountain bike. 
The ancient devotional roads that circle it are 
the Via Francescana to the south-west and the 
Via Lauretana to the north – this one ending at 
Santa Casa di Loreto (Holy House of Loreto, a 
sanctuary). 

 
(Paleontology and Archaeology Museum), 
created in 2002 by the City Council, the 
Regional Superintendence for Marche region 

of Camerino. Now divided into two sections, 
it houses in one fossils of mammals such as 
hippopotamuses, mammoths, rhinoceros, deer 
and other vertebrates found in the excavation 
sites of Collecurti and Cesi, dating back to 
the Pleistocene, while the other is dedicated 

molluscs, showcasing the various stages of 
evolution between the Jurassic and Holocene 
periods. The Mu.P.A. organises educational 
activities and workshops for children, as well 

When your legs are tired, walk with heart.
- Paulo Coelho - 

as guided excursions in the local territory, in 
partnership with other nearby institutions, 
including the Altipiano Plestino (Plestino 

region. 
Another town gem is the Augustan (I century 
BC) 

, both in the 
Fonte delle Mattinate district). Both are part 
of a highly-complex hydraulic system that over 
time allowed for the channelling and control 
of the waters of the ancient Plestino Lake. The 
whole system is now well preserved, thanks to 
recent excavations and restorations, and tours 
can be booked in advance.

The , the main church 
of the village, was built upon a monastery the 
only remainder of which is the sacristy. It houses 
several layers of frescoes, including a 16th-cen-

-
sco De Magistris, and a canvas by Giovanni An-
drea da Caldarola. The , now 
condemned, rises on a paleo-Christian crypt 
and on the ruins of a Roman temple of which 
it reused the construction materials. The -

 also condemned, founded 
by San Romualdo and then rebuilt in the 14th 
century in Gothic style, houses two stone altars 
of Gothic lines and several fresco layers on the 

photo by Isabella Piermarini

Visit this wonderful pano-
ramic area. Its territory is covered in woods 
and pastures, dotted with beauties and na-
tural springs that since ancient times were 
used for the watering of livestock.

 A place of passage and 
a border, a cradle of civilization and prospe-
rity but also the scene of bloody battles, 
during the spring season it turns into an in-

amazing view!

-

Cesare Varano with the aim of reclaiming 
the Plestino Lake, it is an ancient conduit 
that brilliantly showcases the high level of 
hydraulic engineering at the time.

 It is one of the 
events most appreciated by the young pe-
ople of the region and the entire country, 
born from the desire to promote a messa-
ge of harmony and love. While evenings 
are occupied by Irish music concerts, in the 
afternoons participants experiment with an-
cient manual crafts, such as the processing 
of clay and leather.

MaMa's tips
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walls. The  
(Chiesa della Madonna del Sasso) used to house 
a remarkable fresco depicting the Last Judgment, 
then moved in the 1990s to the New Church of St. 
Martin (Chiesa Nuova di San Martino). It has since 
been analysed and connected to the Da Varano fa-
mily, and in particular to Giulio Cesare da Varano, 
a devoted Franciscan and lover of these hermetic 
lands

But what about civil architecture? 

The current  of Serravalle is the 
only work created in Marche by architect Pier Luigi 
Nervi, while the previous one, now a hotel, retains 

-
red stone arched portal.  

present preserves a strip of surviving facade with a 
stone lancet portal, used to be very important for 
weary travellers

-
teau, is the famous , a Cel-
tic music festival that has become one of the most 
important for this genre in Europe, which every year 
attracts thousands of lovers of Celtic music and cul-
ture.

info@comune.serravalledichienti.mc.it
gmp.gaia@gmail.com

+39 339 63 72 705

@MuPAMuseoPaleontologicoArcheologico

@mupa_serravalle

photo by Isabella Piermarini

photo by Isabella Piermarini
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Tolentino

DISCOVERING THE CITY OF HUMOR:
FROM ST. NICOLA’S CHURCH TO RANCIA’S CASTLE

Sacred and profane, smiles and intro-
spection, ancient and contemporary, beauty 
for the soul, the spirit, and the body: Tolen-
tino is a town of surprises. In Piazza della Li-

by the majestic (Cock 
Tower), emblem of the town, as well as the 

-
(International Museum 

humour pieces, from the 19th century until 
the present day. It includes pieces by Mac-
cari, Jacovitti, Altan, Forattini, and Fellini, 
amongst others, in addition to the winners 
of the -

 (International biennale of 
Humour in the Arts), a themed humorous 
art competition that has been running every 
odd year since 1961.
 
Nearby, one is greeted by , a ma-
gical setting for the arts, dance, music, cine-
ma, theatre, education, and sharing, in which 
art is not “looked at”, but “created”. In the 
170-seat theatre every year more than 50 live 
events and art house movie screenings, on 
Wednesdays and Fridays.
 
In 
the , dedicated to this miracle-wor-

Imperfection makes art sublime.
- Il Fabbricante di Bambole -

ker, reopened to religious rites after the 

year attracts thousands of pilgrims, and a 
diorama retelling his life. From here, through 

, one of the ancient access 
-

ch are still almost intact, one arrives to the le-
gendary
with its 5 arches supported by pillars – a sha-

 
The XV-century  (St. 

walls.
 
Not far away is the lovely -

(Chiesa del Sacro Cuore), known 
as “Church of the Sacconi” because it hou-
ses the Confraternity that owes its name to 
the robes, similar to large sacks, that the ho-
oded brothers still wear today at the Good 
Friday Procession.
 
A few steps away is the eighteenth-century 

 (Nicola Vaccaj Thea-
tre), one of the most beautiful in Marche re-
gion. Named “the Italian Broadway”, the Ita-
lian musical was born here. The building was 

it was”, preserving its graceful architecture 

photo by Flavio Scarpacci

The International Museum of Hu-
mor in the Arts is a must visit. Why? It is the sole 
of its kind in Italy and one of few worldwide, and 
collects more than three thousand works inclu-
ding prints, engravings, drawings, paintings and 
sculptures of the most famous masters of carica-
ture and humour of all times and countries.
 

 It is recogni-
zed as one of the most prestigious and awaited 

a broadly representative overview of humour, 
satire and caricature around the world. Ready to 
laugh about it?
 

This incredible historical re-e-

Della Racia Castle - and brings back to life the 

many historians the beginning of the Italian Ri-
sorgimento.
 

Do not miss this wonderful centre 
for the visual and the performing arts, a magical 
place where innovation, design and tradition 
meet, a sort of “emotional aggregator” dedica-
ted to the Live Experience
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and providing it with ultra-modern technology 
and systems. Besides a prestigious prose sea-
son, it hosts numerous shows of all genres.
 
Leaving Tolentino and heading east one arrives 
at , dating back to the 
XIV century, with its battlements, its towers 

place the , a historic event 
considered by many to be the beginning of 
the Italian Risorgimento, commemorated every 
three years in this same place with hundreds 
of costumed actors in what is one of the most 
evocative events of Marche region. Inside, you 
will be amazed by the beautiful ancient jewels in 
the , dedicated 
to the Picena civilization as well as to the Roman 

yourself in the glittering musical exhibition 
“Compagnia della Rancia: thirty years of 
shows”, with costumes, sets, and photos that 
recount three decades of musical theatre. At 
the end of August, the castle also hosts the 
unmissable  (Humour 
Festival) by the , four 
days of exhibitions, shows, performances, talks 
by philosophers and writers, and food tastings.
 
The  is also worth a vi-
sit. Designed by Michele De Lucchi in 2012 and 

the history and evolution of the brand through 
historical products, original archival documents 
and striking videos.
 
Finally, a few kilometres to the west of Tolentino, 
relaxation, beauty and well-being await you at 

with the National Health System. Ancient in its 

instruments, it offers a wide range of treatmen-
ts - inhalations, the drinking of thermal waters, 
gynaecological treatments, treatments against 
otitis media, balneotherapy – as well as phy-

and a modern Sports Medicine centre.

Photo  Flavio Scarpacci

photo by Flavio Scarpacci

informazioni@vivitolentino.it

Miumor
+39 0733 969 797

@ComunediTolentino
@Tolentinomusei

@ComunediTolentino

@tolentinomusei

www.vivitolentino.it
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Treia

THE TOWN OF DISFIDA DEL BRACCIALE,
WITH ITS ANCIENT AND PRECIOUS TREASURES

With a very well preserved old town, among 
evocative short narrow streets, spread over 
a crest of sandstone banks, mediaeval wal-
ls, towers and ancient gates, Treia is among 

 

by precious buildings, with one side open 

century balustrade. Here is the , the 
result of the perfect renovation work, which 
during the Renaissance saw the merger of the 
ancient Palazzo della Comunita and Palazzo 

degli Stemmi (Crests Room) and other rooms 
-

ting Gallery). The exhibition features a series 
of portraits of the most prominent Treiese 

paintings by illustrious painters of the Roman 
and Venetian school, such as Pietro Tedeschi, 
Antonio Balestra and Agostino Bonisoli.
Not far away, there is the small but interesting 

- Dolores Prato -

, a building of compo-
-

1196 parchments of -
 (Municipal Historical Archive), along with 

a library with over 15,000 volumes and docu-
mentation of the activities of the , 
founded in the 15th century under the name 
of “Accademia dei Sollevati”. A little further 
on there is the  
(Chiesa di San Filippo Neri), with its temple 
dating back to 1766-1773, built following the 
design of Lombard architect Carlo Augustoni. 

13th century.
The  is instead dedicated to -

. Considered one of the main devo-
tional buildings of Marche because of its size, 
majesty and purity of lines, the 19th-century 
building was designed the Roman architect 
Andrea Vici, a disciple of Vanvitelli. Its sacristy 
is a true art treasure trove, and preserves a lu-
nette depicting Deposizione di Cristo nel se-
polcro (Deposition of Christ in the sepulchre) 

Photo Alberto Montecchiesi

-
1979, the tournament involves teams repre-
senting the four city districts, battling for a 
prize and a trophy to be kept all year round. 
Ten days before the event, the village sets up 
taverns offering typical dishes, artisan shops 
selling their products, painting and sculpture 
workshops, and traveling shows.
 

 Hosted by Teatro Comunale, it col-
lects the manuscripts of one of the greatest Ita-
lian 20th-century authors, Dolores Prato, who 
has painted an evocative portrait of Treia in her 

there is no one”.
 

Here you will discover gems 
like Porta di Vallesacco, one of the seven an-

-
glavina, a tower from which the view stretches 
from the Sibillini to the Majella and the Gran 

Adriatic Sea.
 

Enjoy Piazza della Repubblica, 

and have a taste of the typical calcione from 
Treia. Then, go discovering the wonderful pa-
laces there around.
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by Vincenzo Pagani as well as a table by Giacomo 
da Recanati in which the Madonna appears to 

Forano. In the chapel of Madonna della Misericor-
dia (Madonna of Mercy) once can admire a bust 
of Pope Sisto V by Bastiano Torrigiani, another 
version of which can be found at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in London.

The  is loca-
ted in the convent of the  
(Chiesa di San Francesco) and displays numerous 

-
ments, numerous inscriptions and a few Egyptian 

-

foremost the Egyptian one. Among the most va-
luable pieces, in addition to two Egyptian diorite 
statues in seemingly regal clothing, there is a mar-
ble head of the god Serapis, along with a part of 
his body, and a female head most likely depicting 
the goddess Isis.
 
The  (Santuario 

the centre and was built by Cesare Bazzani at the 
beginning of the 20th century on the site of an an-
cient parish church, or Pieve. The Church houses a 

Sebastian and, above the high altar, a 16th-cen-

 
Treia also enjoys a lovely , inau-

Silverio Copparroni depicting the most important 
historical event of the town, the 1263 battle of Val-
lesacco.

Just outside the city stands -

architecture, built by architect 

and its main core houses several buildings: the 
most important is Casa di Villa, from the axis of 
which develop two large gardens with fountains. 
Casa del Giardiniere is located at the closing of 
the atrium, a greenhouse with Ghibelline merlons 
is part of the orchards, and a neo-gothic gazebo 
and a neo-Egyptian pavilion adorn the woods.

prolocotreia.iat@comune.treia.mc.it

Pro Loco
+39 0733 215 919

Pro Loco
+39 0733 217 357

@CittàdiTreia
@TeatroaTreia

www.valledelpensare.it/it/Treia
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Urbisaglia

A DIVE INTO THE PAST BY WALKING
AMONG THE REMAINS OF AN ANCIENT ROMAN CITY
Set in a panoramic position in the valley of 

Roman town, was an ancient and great city 
in the Piceno territory. Awarded the -

(Orange Flag), the town bears 
witness to its distant and glorious origins 

as with an that is the 
most important of the region, covering an 
area of 40 hectares.
 
The tour of the park winds through pleasant 
paths and allows visitors to understand the 
structure of a typical Roman city in its en-
tirety. At the highest point is the collection 
and decanting reservoir of the -

. Further down is the theatre, one of the 
largest in Italy and the only one preserving 
consistent traces of painted plaster. A little 
further down, there is the so called 

(lit. Niched Building) a contain-
ment structure presumably built in the early 
stages of urbanisation. At the bottom of the 
hill, the majestic  can be found, 
consisting of a minor temple and a large 
temple with a , which is an 
underground corridor developed around 

frescoes with an iconography related to the 
Augustan propaganda and delightful panels 
with scenes of animals interspersed with 
lunar masks. Outside the imposing walls, 
there is the , one of the best 

If Luni thou regard, and Urbisaglia, How they have passed away, and how are passing
Chiusi and Sinigaglia after them, To hear how races waste themselves away

Will seem to thee no novel thing nor hard seeing that even cities have an end
- Dante Alighieri -

preserved in Marche region, erected around 

oak trees that, in July, act as a scenic back-
drop to the historical festival -

(Ancient Classical Theatre). Near 
the Amphitheatre, along the ancient Salaria 
Gallica road, there are two impressive -

. To have a complete over-
view of the site, in 

, which is condemned, visitors can 
admire some of the wonders found in the 
various excavations.
 
Much of the Roman materials was later 
used for the construction of the nearby 

(Abbazia 
di Chiaravalle), founded in 1142 by a 
community of monks. It is a notable example 
of Cistercian architecture preserving intact 
the church, the cloister and some of the 

is
(Palace of the Giustiniani Bandini Princes), 
who in 1773 came into possession of these 
lands. All is located within 

(Fiastra Abbey Natural 
Reserve), a protected area in Marche that 
offers pedestrian, cycling and horse riding 
trails, guided tours for adults and school 
children, picnic areas, bars, restaurants, 
accommodation facilities, and a small but 
rich museum system that includes the Wine 

photo by Francesco Recchi

 We know that just looking is 
not enough. This is why we suggest you to 

-
cial features of the area, and fully immerse 
yourself in a rural hill landscape where Hi-
story left its mark.
 

It may 
seem incredible, but here you can not only 
discover the typical structure of an ancient 
Roman city, but also be fascinated by a 
temple with a Cryptoporticus containing 
images of Augustan propaganda icono-
graphy.
 

 it is a truly enchan-
ted forest, the most important example of 
hilly oak forest in Marche. It is somewhat of 

an ecosystem that once spread over a large 
part of the regional territory.

 Love savoury? Vincisgras-
si, ciauscolo, lonza, sausage, pizza di for-
maggio Pecorino and wild herbs (not really 
a pizza, but more of a cheesy bread). More 
of a sweet tooth? Traditional are the scroc-
cafusi, Easter donut and Christmas pizza 
(the latter being two  different kinds of swe-
et bread)!

MaMa's tips
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, the  and 
the so called 
(Museum of Peasant Civilisation).
 

the hill above the Roman city, is overlooked 
by the , built between the 
13th and 15th centuries for the protection of 
the valley. The walls of the town are one of the 

-
che region, and are interrupted by two ogival 
gates, , which 
had the function of isolating the village during 
the night and during epidemics.
 

religious buildings. Among these, the 
-

lorata, condemned), the oldest, with a Roman 

 (Collegiata di 

the
(Chiesa della Madonna della Maestà), with a 
chapel that incorporates an ancient aedicula 
carved on the remains of a Roman artifact and 
in which valuable ex voto paintings illustrate 

photo by Cristina Arrà

meridiana.mc@mail.com

 
+39 0733 506 566

+39 0733 202 942

www.urbisaglia.com
www.abbadiaturismo.it

 (Chiesa del Santissimo 

Convento, an example of 17th-century reli-
gious architecture.
  
The so called 

-
 (Memorial to the Fallen of all the 

Wars – Museum of the weapons and military 
uniforms) is also important. Hosted by the 

(Chiesa di San Biagio), 
it collects relics and artifacts that span from 
the Risorgimento to the Second World War.
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Ussita

In the heart of Sibillini Mountains National Park, 
surrounded by a typical mountain landscape, 
the small village of  proves to be one of 
the most beautiful and evocative towns in the 
Appennino Marchigiano.

in 1913, detaching itself from the neighbouring 
towns of Visso and Castelsantangelo sul Nera, 
is characterised by being polycentric, that is, 
formed by many small fractions, and takes its 
name from the torrent that originates in Valle di 
Panico, in the slopes of the dolomitic massif of 
Mount Bove.
 

-
res. The most illustrious son of the village is Car-
dinal Pietro Gasparri, Secretary of the Vatican 
State who played a primary role in the Lateran 
Conciliation. It was Gasparri who began the 
construction of the  in 1927, inside of 

ai lati la Madonna e San Giovanni” (The Cross 
in between the Madonna and St. John), and two 
15th century-frescoes, both attributed to Paolo 
da Visso.
 

When Mt. Bove wears a hat / sell your goats and buy a coat!
When Mt. Bove wears trousers / sell your coat and buy goats!

them, over the years, have jealously guarded 
-

-
ver is a characteristic stone building, once home 
to an ancient gualchiera (a machine for proces-
sing paper or wool), which now narrates part of 
the history of the territory.
 
The town is above all an ideal destination for 
mountain lovers. In its territory stands the ski 
resort of Frontignano, with the 

: 20 kilometres of slopes that develop 
from 1350 to 2000 meters above sea level and 

-
ning camp, a snow-park and refreshment poin-
ts. During the winter season, the area allows the 
practice of -

, while in the summer it becomes an 
excellent starting point for  in various 
and renowned areas of the Sibillini Mountains, 
with many trails and itineraries for 

. In particular, from here one 
can reach peaks like Mt. Monte Bove and Mt. 
Bicco, from which to admire the valleys and hills 
that slope towards the Adriatic.
 
In the municipal territory,  

-
 Let yourself be 

-
-

scapes, with its peaks painted with different 
colours in every season.

 Ane-
mones, crocuses and spontaneous orchids 

Apennine chamoises made it their home. 

level, and the beauty of this environment 

biodiversity will leave you breathless.
 

 The incredible va-
riety of the typical local cuisine will satisfy 
all palates. Taste the ravioli with ricotta and 

various types of pecorino cheese. And do 
-

cal pure and crystalline water.

 The charm of the 
nature and the incredible natural heritage 
keep being untouched. For this reason, we 

and to this community that feels the im-
mediate need of rebirth and lives the daily 
challenges with a great desire of future.

MaMa's tips

ON MOUNTAIN PEAKS, AMONG THE LARGEST
SKI RESORTS IN MARCHE REGION
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immersed in an environment of great biodiversity. 
Thus, depending on the time of year, it is possible 

area, such as anemones, wild orchids and crocuses, 
as well as animals that have made their home in 
these places, such as wolves, Apennine chamoises, 
and eagles.
 

a modern  (Palazzo del Ghiaccio), 
-

ting, hockey, and curling. It is momentarily closed, 
having also suffered damage due to the 2016 ear-

-
promised the majority of the tourist and accom-
modation facilities in the municipal area. It did not 
compromise, however, the charm of the surroun-
ding nature and the incredible landscapes that the 
town preserves,and which has remained intact in 
all its beauty and majesty.

This is why it is absolutely worth visiting this town, 

tourists at any time of the year, because each sea-
son takes on different colours, scents and sensa-
tions. This is how one will be able to taste traditio-

nal products such as ciauscolo soft salami, ricotta 

to taste desserts such as ravioli with ricotta or tor-

and immerse oneself in the uncontaminated natu-
re. All these activities supports the village commu-
nity to stay in their own land and recover.

info@comune.ussita.mc.it

+39 0737 971 211

photo by Renato Ribichini
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Valfornace

TWO VILLAGES IN ONE: 
IN THE YOUNGEST VILLAGE OF MARCA MACERATESE

The town was formed on 1 January 2017 
from the merger of the municipalities of 

and . Despite 
its young age, Valfornace already boasts 
the obtained since 2006 by 
Pievebovigliana. Its territory lies within the 
Sibillini National Park, and sadly today it is 
one of the areas most affected by the 2016 

of its buildings of great historical and artistic 
value to become condemned.
 
In the main centre, Pievebovigliana, we cannot 
miss the , which 
retraces the entire social and artistic history 
of the territory in its various expressions. The 
museum comprises: 

 (Raffaele Campelli Municipal 

 (Valerio Cianfrani Archaeological 
(Gino 

Marotta Collection, housed in Council 
Chamber and preserving a fortepiano which 
once belonged to the great marchigiano 

 

 
(Silvio Centioni Museum of Rural Life). This 
one recounts the socioeconomic history of 

Sitting in the shadow, during a beautiful day, 
and looking towards the green lush hills, is the best rest.

- Jane Austen -

the area, with insights dedicated to domestic 
weaving and the production of bricks in 
furnaces located throughout the municipal 
territory. A special section is dedicated to the 
business history of the , the 

products of which are known and appreciated 
all over the world, above all the aniseed 

 
Also in Pievebovigliana there is the remarkable 

(Chiesa di Santa Maria Assunta) with its 
noteworthy , recovered only in the 1930s.
Of great historical value is the so called 

 (Industrial Archaeology site 
of the Cianni fulling mill and dyeing plant), 
with its core structure dating back to the 17th 

then coloured with natural dyes.
 
Another two buildings of interest in exist 
this area:  (Castle of 
Beldiletto), built in 1371 on behalf of the 
Da Varano di Camerino family and then 
transformed into a Renaissance villa in the 
15th century, and the  
(Chiesa di San Giusto), a small masterpiece of 

The main events of the 
town are the Italian Regularity Champion-

Race Event, in June), “Città del Miele” (lit. 
“City of Honey”, in July), Festa della Mon-
tagna (Mountain Festival, in July), the Sagra 
degli Arrosticini (Arrosticini Food Festival), 
“Giornata Bandiera Arancione del TCI” 
(Orange Flag Day, in October) and Sagra 
della Castagna (Chestnut Festival, in Oc-
tober).
 

Are you ready to get lost 
among many trails, the conservation area of 
Polverina and the Boccafornace Lake? The 
natural beauties of this territory will leave 
you speechless!
 

The local cheeses, honey, chest-

table with unforgettable moments!
 

The community of this town rich 
in art and history is tenacious and eager to 
make you fall in love with the natural beauty 
offered by their territory.

photo by Renato Gatta

MaMa's tips
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the tower of which one can admire frescoes dating 
back to the 14th century. Another gem is the 

, built by the will of the 
saint himself, around the year 1200, during one of 
his pilgrimages to Loreto. In the portico there are 
13th and 15th century frescoes illustrating the 
most important episodes of the life of the “poor 

well near which Saint Francis changed the water 
into wine to cheer up the workers, tired from the 
long day.
Not far away is 

to the 14th century.
 

 still preserves part of its walls 
and a gateway to the ancient castle. Here 
most worthy of mention are the 

(Chiesa di Santa Maeia 

with its 1513 triptych by Nobile di Francesco da 
, which preserves 

a 1447 series of images by Paolo da Visso, with a 
very ancient depiction of the Madonna of Loreto 
and a “Madonna in trono con Bambino e i Santi” 
(Madonna enthroned with the Child and Saints) by 
Boccati.
 
Gems of the territory are the , 
which houses a conservation area of the same 
name, and the Boccafornace Lake. Both offer areas 
suitable for different sports, from Nordic Walking, 

 
(bicycle parking station) in Pontelatrave is a useful 
starting point to discover this territory surrounded 
by nature.

The numerous nature trails lead to many 
different destinations and are of varying levels 

are easy and wind through chestnut and oak 
woods: connects the districts 
of Isola and Roccamaia.
Finally, again in Fiordimonte is worth mentioning 
the , the 
largest Italian hunting reserve, which every year 
attracts hunting lovers from all over Italy and 
beyond.

photo by Renato Gatta

photo by Alberto Monti

urbanistica.cultura@comune.valfornace.mc.it

+39 0737 441 26

@ComunediValfornace
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Visso

FROM THE ENCHANTING OLD TOWN CENTRE
TO THE PRECIOUS SANTUARIO DI MACERETO

In a basin surrounded by a crown of 
mountains stands the small village of Visso, a 
town awarded with the renowned 

, home to 
 (Monti Sibillini National Park). 

It goes without saying: the town is striking 
for the exceptional natural environment in 
which it is immersed, but also for the charm 
of its elegant medieval settlement, full of 
balconies, house-towers, noble buildings, 
stone portals and ancient ruins, which 
earned the place the pride of being among 

.
However, today it is still one of the towns 

-
ch caused most of its most valuable histori-
cal buildings to become condemned.
 
Bordered by elegant 15th and 16th century 
buildings, the heart of the village life and 
the most representative point of the village 
is the bright and harmonious 

where the 
(Collegiata di Santa Maria) also overlooks. 
Embellished by beautiful facade, with an 
interesting portal with an Annunciation in 
the lunette frescoed by Paolo da Visso, this 

erected in the 12th century and extensively 
renovated in the 1200s and 1300s. Inside, 

.. don’t give me any good reason to quit, but give ma a good one to start again always...
 - Valemille -

art. Opposite to the collegiate church is, 
the 14th-century

arcades, while a little further on there is 

hall, in the council room of which preserves 

and various paintings.
 

 (Municipal Dioce-
san Museum), housed in the former

displays a rich collection of works that are 
a tangible testimony to the civil and reli-
gious history of the entire territory. It houses 
remarkable paintings and 

-

festivo, Alla luna, Il sogno, Lo spavento not-

letters and a commentary on the rhymes by 
Petrarch. It is no coincidence that 

, a summer residence of the great 

There are also  other buildings enriching the 
town:  (Palace 
of Divine Love), former Franciscan convent, 

, noble residence of the Va-
rano dukes of Camerino, and -

, a refuge for pilgrims visiting the 
.

-
 is a treasure 

trove of natural beauties, traditions and 

legends to discover by venturing along 

its numerous trails. Ready? Take your 

backpack and go!

 

-
 Framed by a pleasant landscape, 

this religious building complex (currently 

16th-century Renaissance architecture.

 

 Here it is the prince of charcu-

terie! It is a salami known for its softness, 

wine and pepper. Truly mouth-watering!

 

of the works of art which have made Visso 

one of the most beautiful villages in Italy re-

main condemned and inaccessible, but the 

beauty of the landscape and the resource-

fulness of its inhabitants remain distinctive 

signs of an area that deserves your visit and 

a place in your heart.

MaMa's tips
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The Sanctuary rises a few kilometres from 
the centre, in an evocative, isolated position 
among the Apennine pastures. The building, 
of exceptional architectural interest, was bu-
ilt in the place where, according to tradition, 
on 12 August 1359 a mule carrying a statue 
of Madonna from Ancona to the Kingdom 
of Naples knelt, and did not want to leave 
again. Some passers-by, who had rushed to 
help, saw in what had happened a divine 
sign, and demanded that on the site a small 
church was to be built to guard the image of 
the Madonna. In 1529, the community of Vis-
so commissioned Lombard masters who wor-

could contain the old chapel, and then the 
works began according to a design by archi-
tect Giovan Battista da Lugano, resuming a 
1505 project by Bramante.
Even today, the travertine-covered sanctuary 
represents the greatest expression of Renais-
sance architecture in the 1500s and amazes 
with its perfect lines and wonderful landsca-
pe in which it is immersed.

Also not far from the historic centre of the 
village is the

 (Pieve di Santa Maria Assunta), 
an incredible architectural gem, built in 

numerous and precious works of art.
 
Visso hosts , a medie-
val 13th- and 14th-century re-enactment, in 

territory compete in an archery contest. The 
event takes place every year between the last 

allows visitors to attend awe-inspiring shows 
and parades characterized by enchanting pe-
riod clothes.
 
Food is also not left to chance, in fact, it is 
possible to taste the specialities of the pla-
ce in the Taverna del Priore, especially ope-
ned for the celebrations. Among these, the 

, a spreadable salami known for its 

comune@comune.visso.mc.it

+39 0733 951 20
+39 0737 954 21

photo by Alessia De Pascali
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photo by Andrea Ciclosi



MaMa how beautiful you are!

The Marca Maceratese Guide is the result of the passion and commitment of the authors.
Help us improve it by writing destinazionemama@gmail.com

is Marca Maceratese.

from the Adriatic Sea to the Sibillini Mountains, 

up during sunsets. Beautiful landscapes full of art 
and history, hard working people who take care 

intelligence and inventiveness.

It is also the network of all the municipalities of 
Macerata, an extraordinary project which starts 

2016, worried but not defeated, we got together, 
beside political colors but with a great Political 
vision. We have signed a deal in order to give 
value and promotion to our art and landscapes 
heritage.

MaMa, for us, is a rebuilding infrastructure. To all 
of us it is a territory to be rediscovered, a journey 
into the Municipalities of Italy, a community to 
love.
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have a nice journey


